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Miss Ashley County Rachel Junior plants a tree with help from Kimberly Langstaff, Dorris Bake and Darryl Bunton.

Miss Ashley County Rachel 
Junior is planting trees all over 
southeast Arkansas in a hunger 
relief project.

Junior, a senior at Crossett 
High School, said she wanted 
to fight hunger by planting ap-
ple trees and last Saturday she 
planted her first one.

Junior wrote a children’s book 
titled “Marcie Plants an Apple 
Tree” which is part of a series 
titled Every Seed Counts.

She plans to use the royalties 
from book sales to fund Rachel’s 
Trees a non-profit organization 
she launched earlier this year.

Junior said her first book which 
will be published by Archway 
Publishing will be released this 
spring.

“I really want inspire kids to be 
hands-on in their communities 
because I want them to grow up 
knowing they can make a differ-
ence even with something as 

simple as an apple tree,” Junior 
said.

There was a ceremony held 
at Centennial Park in Crossett 
where the first tree provided by 
Rachel’s Trees was planted.

Junior joined with Crossett’s 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and other volunteers to 
plant the tree. 

Junior said once the tree pro-
duces fruit she hopes that people 
who need apples will stop by. Ju-

nior said she chose apple trees 
because they are low mainte-
nance and an inexpensive way 
to provide food. 

In her speech she also talked 
about planting trees at local food 
banks to be collected and dis-
persed within the food banks.

Junior has already made ar-
rangements with locations in 
Monticello and Warren to plant  
more apple trees for her organi-
zation.

Junior Tackles Hunger With Apple Trees

Ashley County Farm Service 
Agency has announced the final 
dates for obtaining Noninsured 
Assistance Program coverage 
on certain crops for the 2020 
crop year. 

The final date to make an ap-
plication for coverage on the fol-
lowing crops is Feb. 28.

Crops include beets, c a n -
taloupes, cucumbers (spring and 
fall), eggplant, lettuce, greens 
(all varieties, spring and fall), 
okra, peanuts, peas (spring and 
fall), peppers, pumpkins, squash 
(spring and fall), sunflowers, 
sweet potatoes, and watermel-
ons (all varieties).

March 15 is the deadline for 
an application for coverage 
on the following crops: beans, 
sweet corn (all varieties), tomatil-
los, and sesame. 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program provides 
financial assistance to eligible 
producers affected by natural di-

sasters. 
This federally funded program 

covers noninsurable crop losses 
and planting prevented by disas-
ters.

The fee per crop is $325 per 
county, or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of 
$1950 per producer for all coun-
ties.

When a crop or planting is af-
fected by a natural disaster, 
participants must notify the lo-
cal FSA office by completing a 
notice of loss within 15 calen-
dar days of the natural disaster 
occurrence; final planting date, 
if planting was prevented by a 
natural disaster; or date damage 
to the crop or loss of production 
becomes apparent.

The natural disaster must have 
either reduced the expected pro-
duction of the crop by more than 
50 percent or prevented planting 
more than 35 percent of intend-
ed acreage. 

Expected production is the 
amount of the crop produced in 
the absence of a natural disas-
ter. 

FSA compares expected pro-
duction to the actual production 
to determine the percentage of 
the crop loss. If the loss is more 
than 50 percent, the crop may be 
considered eligible for benefits. 
Producers are required to report 
acreage if the crop is planted.

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized 
buy-coverage for all eligible NAP 
crops other than intended to be 
grazed. Producers may elect 
buy-up coverage ranging from 
50 to 65 percent of production, 
in 5 percent increments, and 100 
percent of the average market 
price.

A document has been made 
available that provides general 
information on the NAP process 
for producers filing a 2019 or 
later application. This document 
(CCC-471 NAP BP) may be ac-

cessed through FSA’s website: 
http://www.fsa.udsa.gov. The 
document is located under Di-
saster Assistance Programs and 
NAP Basic Provisions.  

To apply for coverage, partici-
pants must file an application for 
coverage and pay the applicable 
service fees at the local Ashley 
County FSA office. The office 
is located at 310 N. Cherry St. 
Hamburg.

Because of the complexity of 
the NAP program and other eli-
gibility requirements that must 
be met, participants are encour-
aged to visit the FSA office.

Persons with disabilities who 
require accommodation to at-
tend or participate in this meet-
ing, function, or event, should 
contact Patrick Hicks at (870) 
853-9881, or the Federal Relay 
Service at 1 (800) 877-8339, and 
Patrick.Hicks@usda.gov at least 
seven days in advance of the de-
sired service date.

Noninsured Assistance Program Deadlines 

Announced By Farm Service Agency
February 28, March 15 Are Last Available Application Dates

Arkansas crop producers who 
want to get better control of their 
water use during the 2020 grow-
ing season will have several op-
portunities through a series of 
irrigation and water management 
schools.

Chris Henry, associate pro-
fessor and water management 
engineer for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Ag-
riculture, said the class size and 
curriculum of each school is de-
signed for maximum impact for 
growers.

“The schools are ‘small group’ 
with short instruction, and include 
practical exercises,” Henry said.

Surge and Soil

Moisture Sensor Schools

Surge and Soil Moisture Sen-
sor Schools will cover use, lay-
out, and programming of surge 
valves for different soil types and 
conditions. There are five schools 
presently scheduled in February 
and March, and others may be 
scheduled as requested.

The schools teach participants 
the basics of soil moisture sen-
sors and how to use them to 
schedule irrigation. Participants 
will make a set of Watermark™ 
sensors in the school. Instruc-
tors will also discuss using surge 
valves to improve irrigation effi-
ciency.

The cost of the school is $500, 
which includes four sensors, a 
slide hammer installation tool 
and a manual reader for those 
who do not have the tools need-
ed to use sensors. The industry 
has provided a deep discount on 
the supplies need to get started 
with sensors, so that participants 
can get the tools they need to use 
sensors effectively for irrigation.

Surge/Soil Moisture Sensor 
schools run from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.; 
interested participants should 
contact the schools’ respective 
instructors to register.

Currently scheduled schools in-
clude:

• Feb. 11 – Jonesboro – 
Craighead County Extension Of-
fice, 611 East Washington Ave., 
Jonesboro, AR 72401. To reg-
ister, contact Branon Thiesse or 
Chris Grimes at 870-933-4565.

• Feb. 13 – Walnut Ridge 
– Lawrence County Library Meet-
ing Hall, 115 West Walnut St., 
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476. To reg-
ister, contact Bryce Baldridge or 
Courtney Sisk at 870-886-3741.

• Feb. 18 – Dumas – Du-
mas Community Center 18 Bel-
mont St., Dumas, AR 71639. To 
register, contact Amy Wallace 
870-628-4542 ext. 3.

• March 3 – Searcy – 
White County Extension Office, 
2400 Old Searcy Landing Road, 
Searcy, AR 72143. To register, 
contact Jan Yingling at 501-268-
5394.

• March 6 – Weiner – 
Weiner Rice Festival Building 
208 Kings Highway, Weiner, AR 
72479. To register, contact Craig 
Allen or Jeffrey Works at 870-
578-4490.

“The school is designed for 
those that want to use sensors in 
2020,” Henry said. “We will pre-
pare participants with all of the 
items needed so they can walk 
out the door and install and use 
sensors on their farm.”

The number of participants for 
each school is limited to 15-20 
people. To have a school hosted 
in the area, contact the county 
extension office.

This school is being supported 
by the Arkansas Corn and Grain 
Sorghum Board, Arkansas Soy-
bean Promotion Board, and the 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service. 

Multiple Inlet Rice Irrigation

The Division of Agriculture is 
also hosting schools for rice 
farmers who are using or wish 
to use Multiple Inlet Rice Irriga-
tion on difficult fields. The school 
teaches growers how to use the 
Rice Irrigation mobile app to plan 
MIRI in fields. The school will 
also show how to use levee sur-

Water 

Schools 

Planned

Project plans are underway with 
construction schedules that were 
set to begin Monday, Feb. 10 to 
resurface the Pine Island Access 
Road within Felsenthal National 
Wildlife Refuge.

The project has an 80-day 
completion date and is subject to 
inclement weather deferring the 
estimated completion. The Pine 
Island Road will remain closed 
during the scheduled work with 
the exception of the Adult and 
Youth Spring Turkey Quota 
Hunts.

For more information or to 
speak with staff contact Felsen-
thal National Wildlife Refuge at 
(870) 364-3167.

Pine Island

Access 

Road 

Closes At 
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Duck season is over, and tur-
key season is still months away, 
but hunters looking for one more 
way to stay in the woods still can 
find plenty of excitement in small 
game hunting. Both rabbit and 
squirrel seasons remain open un-
til 30 minutes after sunset, Feb. 
29.

Squirrels and rabbits are still 
abundant throughout most of 
Arkansas, and February hunting 
can prove some of the most pre-
dictable for the hunter who goes 
it alone or with a friend. Nearly 
all of the leaves and vines have 
dropped to the ground, making 
it easier for the hunter to find his 
target.

Hunters after squirrels should 
keep an eye on both the ground 
and the treetops, as most bush-
ytails will be busy seeking the 
acorns and hickory nuts they 
stashed during fall. Contrary to 
popular opinion, squirrels don’t 
necessarily remember the exact 
locations they buried their food-
stuffs. Instead, they tend to stick 
to a few areas where they bury 
or hide their treasure. During 
winter, they use their keen sense 
of smell to find acorns and nuts 
that they and other squirrels have 
hidden. This frantic scratching 
and searching gives hunters the 
ability to hear and see the mo-
tion long before the squirrels see 
them. 

Instead of focusing on a few 
hickory or acorn trees and sitting, 
late-season hunters are better off 
staying on the move, quietly slip-
ping through the woods until they 
cross paths with a squirrel. An ac-
curate .22 rimfire rifle will anchor 
the animal from long distances as 
long as the shooter is up to the 
task.

Finding rabbits at the tail-end 
of the season is a bit different. 
Rabbits will stay put in whatever 
brushy cover they can find along 
the edges of fields and ditches. 
Ditch banks are traditionally a 
place for rabbit seeking, and 
here there is a chance for swamp 
rabbits as well as cottontails. 
Swampers tend to be a good bit 
larger than the more numerous 
cottontails. 

With most of the tall grasses 
dead and trampled down, fewer 
patches of dense cover will be 
left for the rabbit to hide. Hunt-
ers should walk from brush pile 
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