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Burn Ban 

Is Lifted
Given recent rain and weather 

conditions, Ashley County Judge 
Jim Hudson has lifted the burn 
ban he signed into effect Friday, 
Sept. 6.

The emergency order cited “dry 
conditions and extreme fire haz-
ards” as reasons for the decree 
that everyone in Ashley County 
should “refrain from all outdoor 
and open burning, grilling, and 
shooting or discharging any type 
of fireworks.”

Hudson signed a new order lift-
ing the ban on Oct. 15.

There is a shortage of bus driv-
er’s in the Hamburg School Dis-
trict even though a new Arkansas 
law passed this year made them 
eligible for benefits.

According to Bob Davis with 
HSD’s transportation department, 
he cannot fill all of the school bus 
positions. Davis said he usually 
struggles with getting substitutes, 
but he usually can fill the regular 
routes. 

This year students are getting 
home after 5 p.m. because the 
district doesn’t have enough driv-
ers, and Davis is hoping to re-
cruit drivers to remedy that issue 
soon.

Davis said they lost quite a 
few bus drivers when the state 
took health insurance away from 
them, but it was added back ear-
lier this year.

“We had preachers and others 
who drove a bus just so their fam-
ily would have insurance,” Davis 
said. “When they took insurance 
away, we lost all of those.”

House Bill 1223 was presented 
and passed on March 27 becom-
ing ACT 563. The Act is titled “An 
Act to Allow Certain Part-Time 
Public School Employees to Par-
ticipate in the State and Public 
School Health Insurance Pro-
gram.”

Davis said additionally he felt 
like people were just scared of try-
ing it out. “Sometimes that’s what 
it takes, is someone just saying 
they want to give it a shot,” Da-
vis said. “We have cameras, we 
have good kids, it could be a re-
ally good income.”

Typically a bus driver would 
work from around 6 a.m. until 8 
a.m. and again from 2:30 until 4 
p.m. or 5 p.m. in the evening, but 
Davis said he could help some-
one who is interested in working 
full time find another opportunity 
during the day.

“I’ve been advertising to hire 
someone to wash buses and 
drive buses for two years and I 
haven’t had anyone interested,” 
Davis said. “The two combined 
would be a pretty decent salary.”

Davis said if someone has a 
CDL the school can assist with 
the other certifications and re-
quirements. 

The Hamburg School District is 
working to put together other in-
centives to attract bus drivers as 
well. 

Davis said he doesn’t have any 
details yet, but there are discus-
sions being had.

Davis said HSD is committed to 
keeping students safe and get-
ting them home from school in a 
timely manner and he needs to 
fill the positions with qualified in-
dividuals in order to do that. 

Davis also said that teachers 
can add several thousand to their 
retirement a year by driving a bus 
and it’s a good way for a teacher 
nearing retirement to boost their 
retirement.

Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about driving an HSD 
school bus can contact Davis in 
the transportation office.
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Minority Research Center Looks To Address E-Cigarettes Use
Hopes To Partner With School Districts Across State, Provide Training

Schools are in a uniquely pow-
erful position to play a major role 
in reducing the serious problem 
of smoking and other tobacco 
use by kids, according to Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff’s 
Minority Research Center. 

Children spend almost a third 
of their waking time in school, or 
about 135 hours per month; and 
much of the peer pressure kids 
feel regarding whether or not to 
use tobacco occurs in school, 
according to an MRC release 

that also said, nearly 90 percent 
of adult smokers begin smoking 
at or before age 18.

The MRC on Tobacco and Ad-
dictions is partnering with local 
schools to help reduce smoking 
among children and teens in Ar-
kansas. The MRC will educate 
school administrators, counsel-
ors, teachers, and staff on Elec-
tronic Nicotine Delivery Systems 
(ENDS).

E-cigarettes are sometimes 
called “e-cigs,” “vapes,” “e-hoo-

kahs,” “vape pens,” and “elec-
tronic nicotine delivery systems 
(ENDS).” Some e-cigarettes look 
like regular cigarettes, cigars, or 
pipes. Some look like USB flash 
drives, pens, and other everyday 
items.

Scientists are still learning 
about the long-term health ef-
fects of e-cigarettes. Some of the 
ingredients in e-cigarette aerosol 
could also be harmful to the lungs 
in the long-term, MRC reported. 
For example, some e-cigarette 

flavorings may be safe to eat but 
not to inhale because the gut can 
process more substances than 
the lungs. Defective e-cigarette 
batteries have caused some fires 
and explosions, a few of which 
have resulted in serious injuries. 
Children and adults have been 
poisoned by swallowing, breath-
ing, or absorbing e-cigarette liq-
uid through their skin or eyes. 
Nationally, approximately 50 
percent of calls to poison control 
centers for e-cigarettes are for 

kids 5 years of age or younger, 
the release noted.

The training is free of charge 
and will be held at local middle 
schools. Schools interested in 
scheduling a training may con-
tact Earnette Sullivan, program 
manager, at 870-730-1137 or 
mrc@uapb.edu. The MRC is ex-
cited to partner with educators 
to prevent and reduce youth to-
bacco use among students.

The Minority Research Cen-
ter’s mission is to provide as-

sistance to the state and nation 
in tobacco and other substance 
abuse research, prevention, 
education, technical assistance 
and evaluation, especially in re-
gard to minority populations. Di-
rected by Dr. Valandra Oliver, the 
MRC serves as a resource to the 
state of Arkansas and across the 
country to provide best practices 
and key learnings for eliminating 
the use of tobacco and other ad-
dictive substances within minor-
ity communities.

Youngsters and families visit Old Milo Farms Pumpkin Patch each fall looking for the perfect pumpkin and a few memories too.

A Circuit Judge for the Tenth 
Judicial District, consisting of 
Ashley, Chicot, Drew, Desha and 
Bradley Counties, passed away 
last week. His friends, family, 
members of the community, and 
those he worked with say he will 
be missed.

“Judge Johnson was an excel-
lent attorney and a wonderful 
man and judge. His family and 
the local court system will miss 
him greatly,” Frank Spain, chief 
deputy prosecutor, for the Tenth 
Judicial District said. 

Judge Johnson was born on 
June 20, 1944 and died Sunday, 
Oct.  13. He graduated in 1962 
from Jonesboro High School and 
was a member of the 1962 Hurri-
cane’s State Basketball Champi-
onship team. Those who worked 
with him said he was a unique 
judge as he believed in second 
chances.

“He was rare in our profession, 
because he still saw the best in 
everyone, believed in people, 
and applauded their successes. 
It did not matter who you were 
or what you had done, he saw 
what you could or should do, or 
be, and encouraged you to aspire 
to that greater version of yourself 
that he envisioned,” Denise Mc-
Millan a practicing attorney in the 
Tenth Judicial District, who knew 
Judge Johnson well, said.

His case coordinator, Christy 
McDonald, said that he truly was 
a man who believed in second 
chances.

“For those blessed enough to 
have known him, we are the lucky 
ones,” McDonald said.

Johnson was elected to his sec-
ond term as circuit judge in 2014 
for a term expiring in 2020.

It is expected that Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson will appoint an inter-
im to finish out his term, but no 
announcement has been made 
at this time.

His family suggested that me-
morials be to EXODUS.LIFE 
which those who knew him said 
was “very fitting.”

Exodus Life is a program for in-
carcerated individuals seeking a 
second chance.

Area Judge 

Dies, Seat 

Now Open

Arkansas’s summer-like start to 
autumn has slowed the appear-
ance of the state’s annual foliage 
show, said Kyle Cunningham, 
extension forester with the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System Divi-
sion of Agriculture. 

“Fall color will likely be a little 
delayed this year compared to 
other years because of the post-
summer warmth we’ve experi-
enced,” he said. 

The late summer and early fall 
dry spell also caused some trees 
to turn brown, especially on ridge 
tops in the Ouachita Mountains 

and other areas in Arkansas. 
Those trees, Cunningham said, 
probably won’t show any fall 
color at all. 

There is good news, though. 
“The showers over the last few 
weeks may help reduce the 
number of trees browning up,” he 
said, adding that any trees that 
have remained green through 
the dry spell “may actually be 
more vibrant than usual once the 
color change begins.”  

To learn about forestry in Ar-
kansas, contact the local Coop-
erative Extension Service agent.

Burn Ban Ends But 
Hot Dry Weather 

Delays Foliage Show

The first ever Veteran’s Day Parade was held in Crossett last 
weekend. The mayor signed a proclamation declaring Oct. 19 

as a day to recognize veterans and named the parade after its 

organizer Bill Mayo.


