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Commissioner of State Lands 
Tommy Land announced that his 
office will auction tax-delinquent 
land in Ashley County on Tues-
day, July 23, at 1 p.m. The auc-
tion will be held at the Hamburg 
city hall with registration begin-
ning at 12:30 p.m.

Prospective bidders can find an 
online Public Auction Catalog, in-
cluding a buyer’s guide; statutes 
governing sales; auction date, 
time and location; and a com-
plete listing of parcels offered. 
This resource is on the commis-
sioner’s website, www.cosl.org, 
and is regularly updated.

“We open the bidding at the 
amount of taxes, penalties and 
interest due,” Land said. “Any-
one who has delinquent property 
going up for auction should be 
aware they only have 10 busi-
ness days after the auction to re-
deem property sold there.”

Bidders must register for the 
auction, but the registration is 
free. The first $100 of any par-
cel’s purchase price must be paid 
in cash, while the remainder may 
be paid by cash, check or credit 
card.

“Property taxes help fund 
schools, roads, libraries and 
public services including am-
bulances,” Land said. “Every-
one benefits from paying those 
taxes — and the property owner 
benefits from paying on time, by 
avoiding interest and penalties 
on delinquent taxes.”

Owners of delinquent parcels 
may call the office at 501-324-
9422 to request a Petition to Re-
deem, or they can print the peti-
tion by searching the parcel on 
the website, www.cosl.org.
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Ashley County Health Unit in 
Hamburg will have a Back to 
School Shot Clinic Aug. 1 from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. No ap-
pointment is needed! They are 
located at 401 North Cherry and 
may be contacted by phone at 
870-853-5525.

Ashley County Health Unit in 
Crossett is having a Back to 
School Shot Clinic July 31 from 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. No appoint-
ment is needed. They are located 
at 1300 West 5th Ave. in Crossett 
and may be contacted by phone 
at 870-364-2115.

Those with insurance cards or 
Medicaid cards are being asked 
to have them available.

Arkansas Department of Health 
says that “vaccines are the safest 
way to protect you, your children 
and your community from a long 
list of serious and potentially life-
threatening illnesses.” Vaccine-
preventable diseases can be 
very serious, may require hos-
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International agricultural trade 
is a benefit to the world, but it 
comes with hidden dangers in 
the form of tiny hitchhikers that 
can unleash havoc on a nation’s 
farms. 

Mites — tiny, often microscopic 
arachnids related to spiders and 
scorpions — enjoy international 
travel, often hiding in agricultural 
commodities that are shipped 
across borders and oceans.  

They are found everywhere in 
the world in an unimaginable di-
versity of species, many of them 
harmless and even beneficial in 
their native habitats, said Ashley 
Dowling, associate professor of 
entomology and mite expert for 
the University of Arkansas Sys-
tem Division of Agriculture and U 
of A’s Dale Bumpers College of 
Agricultural, Food and Life Sci-
ences. But many mites feed on 
plants, including food crops and 
ornamentals, and can cause seri-
ous damage to crops, especially 
when they invade a new land with 
no natural predators. 

The first line of defense against 
invasive species, including mites, 
is agricultural inspectors who 
search agricultural products en-
tering the U.S. and other coun-
tries. It’s important that they know 
what they’re looking for, Dowling 
said. 

For 68 years, entomologists 
from American and international 
institutions have held an annual 
Acarology Summer Program to 
train professional agricultural in-
spectors, researchers, arthropod 
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Hamburg celebrates Independence Day by flying a multitude of flags around the square. (Above) Community children take part in 
raising a new large flag over the square. (Below) The gazebo is once again decked out to show the community’s patriotic spirit.

A house fire claimed the life of a 
minor child in North Crossett last 
week.

At around 6am on Wednesday 
morning emergency responders 
were called to a house fire at 806 
Fairview Road in North Crossett.

According to Crossett Fire Chief 
Bo Higgonbotham, Crossett Fire 
Department provided mutual aid 
to North Crossett Fire Depart-
ment.

Higgonbotham said that the 
Crossett fire department also as-
sisted in the investigation as well 
and though an exact cause has 
not yet been determined, evi-
dence suggests that the fire was 
an accident. The fire is believed 
to have started in the living room 
of the mobile home.

Higgonbotham confirmed that 
the fire was fatal and that one mi-
nor child was killed however, he 
could not release any information 
involving the minor child.

Though, the victim’s name was 
not officially released by authori-
ties, multiple first responders 
shared seven-year-old Taylor 
Makenzie Smith’s obituary on so-
cial media with captions stating 
“they wished there would have 
been something they could do to 
save her.”

“My heart is broken for this fam-
ily; being (on scene) and not be-
ing able to do anything to help 
this little girl is one of the worst 
feelings I have ever had in my ca-
reer in law enforcement,” Bran-
don Kelly with Crossett Police 
Department said.

Hamburg School District also 
released a statement to social 
media offering condolences to 
the family.

The statement from HSD said, 
“We would like to express our 
deepest sympathy to the family 
of Taylor Smith. She was a pre-
cious first grade student of ours 
who died tragically in a house 
fire. This saddens us greatly. Tay-
lor was loved by so many.”
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