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Arkansas Economic Develop-
ment Commission (AEDC) and 
local officials announced that 
Crossett has completed the 
Competitive Communities Initia-
tive (CCI) evaluation that aims to 
ensure the city’s preparedness 
to successfully compete for jobs 
and investments. It is the first city 
in south Arkansas to receive the 
designation – and the smallest to 
date.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson said, “Our 
goal is not just to compete – our 
goal is to win,” when the program 
launched last year.

“The great thing about our Com-
petitive Communities Initiative is 
that all communities can benefit, 
regardless of location or size,” 
said AEDC Executive Director 
Mike Preston. “Crossett may be 
small compared to our other cer-
tified communities, but this pro-
cess has shown that by focusing 
on its strengths, Crossett is ready 
to compete for jobs and projects. 
With the recent announcement of 
layoffs at Georgia Pacific, they 
have an unparalleled ready work-
force.”

The program is designed to 
identify ways a community can 
be more competitive with regard 
to their economic development 
organizational structure, their 
economic development funding, 
their workforce, and their product 
readiness.

“We are thrilled to have the 
opportunity to be a part of the 
Competitive Community Initia-
tive,” said Mike Smith, executive 
director of the Crossett Economic 
Development Foundation. “Like 
every other community, Crossett 
has its challenges. But this pro-
cess has helped our community 
leaders better identify and under-
stand those challenges so that 
we can address them and turn 
them into opportunities. Crossett 
is a great place to live and work, 
and now we are more competi-
tive than ever for better jobs and 
investment.”

Best practices in the field of 
economic development were 
used to determine the standards 
for the Competitive Communities 
Initiative. A structured and funded 
economic development orga-
nization is imperative, whether 
it’s focused on a particular town 
or a whole county, with a strong 
chamber of commerce partner-
ship. Additionally, there must be a 
skilled workforce ready to fill jobs 
and a pipeline of ready workers 
in the future. Finally, sites should 
have appropriate infrastructure 
fit-for-purpose, according to the 
size of the community and target-
ed industries, or a plan to provide 
utilities to the site.

The evaluation for a particular 
community begins with a com-
mitment to complete an initial 
questionnaire detailing existing 
workforce, available and shovel-
ready sites, funding sources and 
information from the community’s 
economic development organiza-
tion.

A team of evaluators from 
AEDC and its partners uses the 
information to help communities 
better understand any gaps or 
weaknesses that could negative-
ly affect economic growth. With 
assistance from all stakeholders, 
communities can begin creating 
an action plan to improve areas 
that are lacking in their economic 
development efforts. Once the 
four pillars are up to standard, 
a community will be designated 
through the program as a Com-
petitive Community.

As part of the initiative, Compet-
itive Communities will be featured 
throughout AEDC marketing ef-
forts. Crossett makes the sixth 
to be designated as such, joining 
Paragould, Newport, Russellville, 
Jonesboro and Little Rock. Com-
petitive Communities in Arkansas 
must undergo a re-evaluation 
every two years to maintain their 
designation.

For more information on the 
AEDC Competitive Communities 
Initiative, visit www.arkansasedc.
com/cci or call 1-800-ARKAN-
SAS.
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Ashley County Medical Center 
has welcomed Dr. Sarahrose 
Webster to their team. A native 
of Seattle, Wash., Webster re-
ceived her medical degree from 
the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine. 

Her residency training in gener-
al surgery was completed at the 
University of Arkansas for Medi-
cal Sciences in Little Rock. 

Dr. Webster is certified by the 
American Board of Surgery. She 
is ATLS, ACLS, and PALS certi-
fied. She has been a practicing 
surgeon at Jefferson Regional 
Medical Center and served as 
a surgical instructor for UAMS-
South Central Family Practice 
Residency Program.

As a general surgeon, Dr. Web-
ster offers a variety of surgical 

services including lap and open 
cholecystectomies (gallbladder), 
lap and open appendectomies, 
open and hand assisted laparo-
scopic colon surgeries, place-
ment of central lines, breast sur-
gery- both benign and malignant, 
lower extremity amputations up 
to above the knee, amputation as 
needed for nonhealing wounds 
or infections from vascular dis-
ease or diabetes, repair of her-
nias, port placements, endosco-
pies, removal of skin lesions and 
cancers, drainage of abscesses, 
and more. She specializes in 
general surgery and digestive 
care (G.I. Services).

ACMC’s Chief Executive Offi-
cer Phillip Gilmore says, “Having 
board certified general surgeon, 
Dr. Sarahrose Webster, join our 

ACMC team is a tremendous 
asset not only to Ashley County 
Medical Center, but to our re-
gion. Dr. Webster joining our 
community will enable families 
to continue to have their surgical 
care close to home.”

“I want to be a town general 
surgeon who gets to do a little bit 
of everything and take care of the 
whole patient, and their family in 
the best way possible!” says Dr. 
Sarahrose Webster.

When Dr. Webster isn’t caring 
for her patients, she enjoys time 
outdoors with her children. She 
will join ACMC July 29.

Ashley Specialty General Sur-
gery is located on the campus of 
ACMC, 1015 Unity Road, Cros-
sett, AR 71635. She will begin 
seeing patients in August. Call 

870-364-0514 for more informa-
tion.

Dr. Sarahrose Webster

General Surgeon Joins Local Medical Team

Officials say a suspect shot in 
an officer involved shooting in 
central Arkansas last week was 
connected to Ashley County. 

Jacksonville police released in-
formation on the shooting that oc-
curred there Thursday night. Of-
ficers were responding to a theft 
call at a car dealership located 
approximately 15 miles north of 
Little Rock when the male sus-
pect was fatally shot while alleg-
edly trying to steal a vehicle. 

Local authorities confirmed that 
the man shot was Tramon Sav-
age, 22, who last month was ar-
rested in connection with a Ham-
burg bank robbery.

According to Hamburg police, 
Savage was arrested after al-
legedly stealing thousands in 
cash with what appeared to be 
a handgun. When Hamburg of-
ficers arrested him in his home, 
they recovered the cash and 
weapon, which they identified as 
a BB gun.

Following Savage’s arrest on 
May 23, documents were filed in 
the Ashley County Circuit Clerk’s 
office declaring his charges as 
aggravated robbery and theft of 
property.

He bonded out of the Ashley 
County jail following the arrest 
and late Thursday night was re-
portedly shot and killed in Jack-
sonville. 

According to state police, Thurs-
day night’s shooting occurred 
when Savage drove toward offi-
cers and accelerated in a stolen 
car.

Jacksonville police reported 
that “officers fired at an ‘unidenti-
fied man’ shortly before midnight 
Thursday after he allegedly stole 
a vehicle from a car dealership 
and began driving toward the exit 
of the dealership.

Jacksonville police said that 
the “unidentified man” was trans-
ported to a hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.

Savage’s family alleged both on 
social media and in an interview 
with KATV that he had mental 
problems that were causing him 
to do unspeakable things that 
were “out of character.”

According to documents filed 
in the Circuit Court of Pulaski 
County, Savage’s family mem-
bers were attempting to have him 
committed for addiction treat-
ment. 

A Petition to Commit Person for 
Addiction Treatment was filed in 
the Pulaski County court on June 
6.

According to the petition, Sav-
age was living at 207 South Hos-
pital Drive in Jacksonville. 

The petition, signed by mem-
bers of his family, said that Sav-
age had been recently diagnosed 
with clinical depression, had a 
severe drinking problem, and was 
refusing to take his medications. 
Statements from the petition in-
clude, “He is very paranoid and 
sees things that are not there” 
and “he says things such as he 
wishes that he could give people 
the talent that he has, such as 
hearing and seeing things.” The 
petition also alleges that Savage 
told his family members that he 
robbed a bank because he want-
ed someone to kill him.

The incident is still under inves-
tigation and there has been no in-
formation released regarding the 
officer or officers involved. 
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Suspected Meth Lands Two In Custody
Two people were arrested after 

an investigator with the Ashley 
County Sheriff’s office executed 
a search warrant last week.

On Friday, ACSO deputies and 
investigator Tad Huntsman ex-
ecuted a search warrant at 103 
Wilson Street in Crossett.

According to the report, depu-
ties entered the home and made 
contact with Shane Stringer, who 
was detained while the house 
was cleared. Huntsman did not 
release the names of anyone 
else in the home, but he did 
say that a woman identified as 
Miranda Johnson was detained 
and arrested with Stringer.

Huntsman also said that depu-
ties found a “clear zipper baggie” 
that contained suspected meth-
amphetamine in the speaker box 
of the truck parked outside the 
residence. He added that, along 
with the meth, they found Mi-
chael Shane Stringer’s driver’s li-

cense, restricted permit, and sex 
offender registration in the truck. 
Deputies also reportedly found 
a toolbox with Stringer’s name 

on it and a bag that contained 
Johnson’s personal items along 
with a prescription pill bottle that 
belonged to her.

On a shelf inside the home, 
Huntsman said, he recovered a 
black bag that contained numer-
ous clear baggies with a digital 
scale, multiple syringes in a bag 
that had “Miranda” printed on it 
along, with other paraphernalia.

Huntsman said one of the dep-
uties recovered multiple glass 
pipes with what appeared to be 
meth residue and several small 
containers that appeared to have 
meth residue in them as well. 

Stringer and Johnson were 
both arrested and charged with 
possession of methamphetamine 
with intent to deliver. Huntsman 
said both are convicted felons 
stating that Stringer is on parole 
with a lengthy criminal history 
and Johnson is on probation out 
of Louisiana.

As of Monday, morning Stringer 
and Johnson were both in cus-
tody at the Ashley County Deten-
tion Center.Shane Stringer Miranda Johnson

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission stocked Lake Georgia Pacific with catfish from state hatcheries last weekend for the annual 
Lake GP Fishing Derby. Organizer Cindy Howie said that more than 130 kids and their families showed up to fish the event. In ad-

dition to fishing, the kids were also able to enjoy the bounce houses, games, door prizes, and food, all provided by local sponsors. 
Each participant received a fishing pole and a t-shirt.

More children died in hot cars 
in the United States in 2018 
than any other year on record, 
Dr. Janette Wheat, University 
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff asso-
ciate professor and Coopera-
tive Extension Program human 
development specialist, said. 
These deaths occurred during all 
months of the year and in all but 
three states in the U.S.

Sadly, 24 percent happened in 
employer parking lots while the 
parent or caregiver was at work, 
she continued. Although unthink-
able, it can happen to anyone. 
Often it happens when parents or 

caregivers are especially busy or 
tired, or a change in their regular 
routine occurs, all circumstances 
which increase the risk of a po-
tential fatal mistake.

According to data from No Heat 
Stroke Org, in 2018 circumstanc-
es resulting in pediatric vehicular 
heatstroke of children were as 
follows: forgotten, 53.8%; gained 
access, 26.3%; knowingly left, 
18.6% and unknown, 1.3%.

In 2019, at least seven children 
have died from vehicular heat-
stroke. Parents, caregivers and 
early childhood educators can 
act immediately to prevent this 

tragedy, Dr. Wheat said. The Na-
tional Safety Council has a free 
interactive online training course, 
Children in Hot Cars, which pro-
vides information about the dan-
gers of vehicular heatstroke, the 
three common circumstances 
that lead to children dying and 
what everyone can do to prevent 
these deaths. The training in-
cludes free resources to share. 

By sharing this training in their 
classrooms, early childhood edu-
cators will help to create healthy 
and sustainable families across 
the nation. Dr. Wheat is encour-
aging parents and caregivers of 

children to complete the training. 
A certificate is provided at the 
end of the training. Also, parents 
and caregivers can learn more at 
nsc.org/hotcars.

The University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff offers all of its Exten-
sion and Research programs 
and services without regard to 
race, color, sex, gender iden-
tity, sexual orientation, national 
origin, religion, age, disability, 
marital or veteran status, genetic 
information, or any other legally 
protected status, and is an Affir-
mative Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

Watch For Children In Hot Cars

It appears someone has been 
making traffic stops in southeast 
Arkansas while posing as a po-
lice officer, according to local law 
enforcement.

This person is believed to have 
made traffic stops in Ashley and 

Chicot counties using blue lights 
on both a green Dodge and a red 
Chevrolet. Other vehicles may 
have been used as well, accord-
ing to a release issued by area 
officials.

An arrest was made in the case, 

however, the suspect’s identity 
remained confidential at press 
time as officials hope citizens 
will continue to come forward 
with more identifying informa-
tion. Anyone stopped recently by 
an unmarked vehicle with flash-

ing blue lights is being asked to 
contact investigators with Ashley 
County Sheriff’s Office at 870-
853-2040 or Chicot County Sher-
iff’s Office at 870-265-8020. The 
joint investigation also involved 
Portland Police Department. 

Unmarked Vehicle Makes False Traffic Stops 


