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Although they did not get to have the traditional pep rally and talent show, the Crossett Eaglettes were able to honor homecoming 
by performing a quick routine during the Friday afternoon ceremony that was streamed live. (See Homecoming photos on page 6.)

After a football player and 
members of the coaching staff 
tested positive for COVID-19 on 
Thursday, the Crossett home-
coming festivities were forced to 
change.

This year’s homecoming was 
already going to be different with 
COVID-19 in the picture, but 
then news of a hurricane com-
ing through changed them even 
more.

On Wednesday it was an-
nounced that the homecoming 
football game would be played 
on Thursday night instead of 
Friday night because of the ex-
pected weather. 

This prompted meetings about 
the traditional Friday afternoon 
coronation ceremony and how 
the events would be changed to 
accommodate moving the foot-
ball game. 

Coordinator April Adams an-
nounced that though the game 
would be on Thursday the Cros-
sett administration had decided 
to keep the coronation ceremony 
for Friday afternoon. At that time 
they still planned for the girls 
to be escorted by their father’s 
across the football field in a pre-
game ceremony. 

However, about 4:50 p.m. on 
Thursday, 25 minutes before 
the maids were due at the field 
for the pregame ceremony, the 
Crossett sports administration 
announced that they had to can-
cel the game after a player test-
ed positive for COVID-19.

Not only were the night’s events 
canceled, but the entire football 
team being forced to quarantine 
meant that the senior football 
players would not be available to 
escort the maids during the Fri-

day ceremony. 
Adams decided that the fathers 

could fill in, and since the girls 
and their father’s were already 
in their game night attire, they 
decided to do photos and a run 
through of the Friday ceremony.

The coronation ceremony on 
Friday afternoon was open to 
limited guests and live streamed 
for the public. 

Students throughout the build-
ing watched the streaming from 
their classrooms. There was 
no traditional pep rally or tal-
ent show, but the Eaglettes and 
cheerleaders did get to perform 
one dance each.

There were several things 
about the ceremony that dif-
fered from previous years. The 
absence of the band meant re-
corded music only, and the ab-
sence of the talent show made 

the ceremony last only a fraction 
of the time.

Jada Cooks was crowned 
queen by superintendent Gary 
Williams instead of being 
crowned by the previous year’s 
queen.

The announcers honored the 
senior football boys by reading 
their names and information just 
as they would if they had walked 
during the ceremony. 

Their photos were projected on 
the jumbo screen in the middle of 
the arena.

“It was not at all how we want-
ed it to be, but I’m glad we got to 
do it,” Adams said.

Superintendent Gary Williams 
said he appreciated how hard his 
staff worked to make this happen 
for the students even though it 
was far from ideal and the obsta-
cles seemed to be ever coming.

Homecoming Looks Different For Eagles, 
Events Go On With Help Of Technology

Hamburg 
Still To 

Celebrate 
Halloween 

Oct. 31
ADH Offers Safety 

Guidelines For Holiday

The City of Hamburg released 
an announcement last week that 
said that they will celebrate Hal-
loween on Oct. 31 and on Mon-
day posted the recommended 
guidelines to their web page.

“The Arkansas Department of 
Heath has provided the city with 
safe guidelines to follow so that 
we all may stay well,” Georganna 
Cossey with city hall said. “We 
want everyone to enjoy this holi-
day safely.”

The guidelines provided by the 
ADH state that anyone who feels 
they may have been exposed or 
anyone who has any of the re-
lated symptoms should not par-
ticipate in any in-person Hallow-
een activities or give out candy to 
trick-or-treaters.

The guidelines recommend that 
all people wear masks, but say 
that a costume mask should not 
be used in place of a cloth mask.

The document states, “A cos-
tume mask should not be used 
unless it is made of two or more 
layers of breathable fabric that 
covers the mouth and nose and 
doesn’t leave gaps around the 
face.” The ADH recommends that 
people do not try to wear both as 
it could make breathing difficult 
and instead recommends that 
people use a Halloween themed 
cloth mask in place of any cos-
tume mask.

The lower risk activities recom-
mended include pumpkin carving 
outside at home with members 
of your own family, decorating 
your own house apartment or liv-
ing space, participating in a Hal-
loween scavenger hunt in which 
people are spread out during the 
activity, or having a virtual Hal-
loween contest.

Moderate risk activities include 
“one way trick or treat” where 
people move through a neigh-
borhood in the same direction 
and grab pre-prepared goodie 
bags that are simply placed by 
the street, having a small get 
together of less than 10 people 
who gather outdoors for an open 
air costume party or parade that 
allows for social distancing, hav-
ing a trunk or treat event where 
goodie bags are picked up and 
not “handed out,” and visiting 
pumpkins or orchards where 
people use hand sanitizer before 
picking pumpkins.

The high risk activities that 
people are urged to avoid include 
traditional trick or treating, host-
ing trunk or treat events where 
candy is passed out from trucks 
and cars and the vehicles are 
lined up too close to allow for 
social distancing, attending cos-
tume parties or large gatherings 
indoors or outdoors, going to in-
door haunted houses, and going 
on hayrides with people who are 
not included in your household.

Hunters planning to hit the 
woods Saturday for Arkansas’s 
muzzleloader season and Nov. 
14 for modern gun deer season 
may want to check with the deer 
processor they normally use to 
make the most of their harvest. 

Some processors who handle 
domestic livestock may be see-
ing a backlog from recent direct-
to-butcher purchases at the be-
ginning of this summer’s meat 
shortage.

According to Jeremy Brown, 
assistant deer program coordi-
nator for the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission, some 
smaller processors have been 
booked solid through the fall tak-
ing in reservations for local beef 
and pork production from new 
customers.

“When news spread of a pos-
sible shortage of meat, it wasn’t 
because cattle and pork produc-
ers didn’t have the livestock, it 
was because large-scale pro-
cessing plants were being closed 
from social-distancing precau-
tions,” Brown said. “Many people 
reached out to their local produc-
ers to buy directly from them and 
arranged processing through a 
smaller, local processor.”

While the purchases were a 
real benefit to local producers 
and kept supply lines flowing, it 
also caused some of the proces-
sors to fill to capacity right at the 
beginning of deer season.

“Some of the smaller proces-
sors depend on deer season to 
make their money, and many of 
them have still reserved space 

or have the ability to add a few 
more hands to their shops to 
keep things on track,” Brown 
said. “Others who are more gen-
eral may have all of their space 
reserved until well into the sea-
son. It would be smart to give a 
quick phone call to the processor 
you normally use or plan to use 
this year to make sure they can 
take your deer in.”

Brown says calling ahead also 
is a good practice so you will 
be prepared to explain how you 
would like your deer processed 
should you have success this 
season. 

On opening weekend, many 
processors will see hundreds of 
deer come in, and a hunter who 
knows exactly how they want 
their deer processed will help 

keep things moving for every-
one.

“It may also be a good time 
to invest in a grinder, vacuum 
sealer and a few other tools to 
debone and process our deer at 
home,” Brown said. “It’s not hard 
to do, but it does take some ex-
tra effort that many people would 
rather leave to a butcher.” 

Visit https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=aje4WKuIGeM to 
view a video of AGFC Deer Pro-
gram Coordinator Ralph Meeker 
deboning and breaking down a 
deer for transportation from the 
Chronic Wasting Disease Man-
agement Zone.

Additional helpful tips on game 
processing and cooking can be 
found at www.agfcnaturecenter.
com.

Hunters Are Advised To Check Availability 
Of Local Processors Before Seasons Begin

County agents with the Coop-
erative Extension Service, part 
of the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture, 
will serve as a leading edge in 
educating Arkansans about po-
tential damages posed by feral 
hogs, and the state’s efforts to 
eradicate them.

Feral hogs are an invasive spe-
cies known for damaging both 
agricultural and wild areas, often 
denuding areas of native plants, 
acorns and other food and cover 
that animals rely on. 

They are known to host at least 
45 animal diseases and para-
sites. 

In Arkansas alone, feral hogs 
inflict an estimated $19 million in 
row crop damage annually, ac-
cording to a 2014 study.

Becky McPeake, extension 
wildlife specialist and professor 
for the Division of Agriculture, 
said CES offices throughout 
the state will be among several 
state agencies to soon begin 
distributing the Arkansas Feral 
Hog Handbook, a product of the 
Arkansas Department of Agricul-
ture, funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service.

The 20-page handbook is an 
educational tool of the Arkan-
sas Feral Hog Eradication Task 
Force, which was established in 
2017. Factual information in the 
handbook was based on publica-
tions from the Division of Agricul-
ture and other partner organiza-
tions, McPeake said.

Cooperative Extension has 

offices in all 75 counties in Ar-
kansas. The handbook, which is 
available both in print and online, 
will also be available through the 
Arkansas Association of Conser-
vation Districts, Arkansas Game 
and Fish, Arkansas Farm Bureau 
and other partnering organiza-
tions.

The handbook can be viewed 
and downloaded at no cost 
at https://www.agriculture.ar-
kansas.gov/wp-content /up-
loads/2020/10/FeralHogHand-
book.pdf.

In addition to making the hand-
books available, Cooperative 
Extension agents will lead mul-
tiple public education efforts, 
including landowner education 
pertaining to feral hog trap dem-
onstrations and best practice 

discussions. Cooperative Exten-
sion will also continue ongoing 
research, including monitoring 
hog-related damage, evaluating 
the effectiveness of various con-
trol measures and experimenting 
with cutting-edge technologies.

The Arkansas Forest Resource 
Center, part of the Division of 
Agriculture which includes Co-
operative Extension Service 
research and teaching faculty, 
will also bring interdisciplinary 
expertise to bear on the ongoing 
issue, McPeake said.

“Feral hogs are destructive to 
our state’s agriculture and forest 
industries, and directly compete 
with native wildlife for habitat,” 
she said. “They have a high 
reproductive capacity and can 
overtake the landscape fairly 

quickly. It’s going to require a 
concerted effort among private 
landowners, government agen-
cies, and conservation organiza-
tions to fend off the ever-growing 
population of feral hogs in the 
state.”

Populations have been detect-
ed in every county in Arkansas, 
and are known to multiply quickly 
— a sow can produce one to two 
litters in a year, with four to 12 
piglets per year. Because they 
become sexually active within six 
to eight months, populations can 
double in as little as four months, 
according to the handbook.

To learn more about extension 
programs in Arkansas, contact 
the local Cooperative Extension 
Service agent or visit www.uaex.
edu.

Help Is Available For Those With A Feral Hog Problem

The service sector, buoyed by a 
summertime boost in consumer 
spending on some recreational 
pursuits, led the way in job gains 
in September, though the overall 
growth rate has cooled some, 
according to an analysis of an 
Oct. 2 “Employment Situation” 
report from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

September saw 661,000 total 
nonfarm payroll jobs added. 
However, September’s job 
growth was the slowest since the 
jobs recovery began in May, with 
less than half of August’s employ-
ment gain of 1.489 million jobs. 

“To be fair, the slowing pace of 
job recovery was expected: the 
massive spike in re-employment 
associated with widespread state 
re-openings has largely passed,” 
economist John Anderson said. 
“The economy is now back to the 
mode of trying to manage more 
incremental growth as consumer 
behavior slowly inches back 
toward normal.”   

Anderson is head of the agricul-
tural economics and agribusi-
ness department for the 
University of Arkansas System 
Division of Agriculture and the 
Dale Bumpers College of 
Agricultural Food and Life 
Sciences. He has been providing 
pandemic-related analyses of the 
economy since March.  

His analysis of the September 
Employment Situation report is at 
https://bit.ly/3nbo3vz. 

“Since May, the economy has 
added back 11.4 million jobs 
against the 22.2 million that were 
lost in March and April,” he said. 
“The unemployment rate in 
September clocked in at 7.9 per-
cent, edging down from August’s 
8.4 percent.”  

Anderson said the largest gains 
were “not surprisingly, in the ser-
vice-providing sector, reflecting 
the ongoing recovery in food ser-
vice and travel- and leisure-relat-
ed industries.” 

Total gains in the service-pro-
viding category amounted to 
784,000 jobs. This compares 
with gains of 93,000 jobs in the 
goods-producing sector.   

“The labor market has only 
recovered about half of COVID-
related losses,” Anderson said. 

“As with the unemployment 
rate, further gains will be harder 
to come by as the pace of COVID 
recovery slows. 

“This will likely be the case until 
consumers regain the confidence 
to fully resume their normal, 
pre-COVID patterns of behavior.”

The Division of Agriculture is 
one of 20 entities within the 
University of Arkansas System. It 
has offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on five sys-
tem campuses.

Economy, 
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Until Confidence Returns


