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The Arkansas Natural Resourc-
es Commission has announced 
approval of three loans in Ashley 
County. One is to the city of Cros-
sett and two will go to the city of 
Portland. 

The Crossett loan will be up to 
$7,000,000 from the Arkansas 
Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund, according to Commission 
Chairman Sloan Hampton. 

The repayment schedule will 
not exceed thirty (30) years or the 
life of the project. The executive 
director will establish the rate of 
interest and additional loan terms 
and conditions including the re-
quirement to establish and main-
tain a depreciation reserve fund.

“The funds will be used to make 
improvements to the East Cros-
sett Sewer Collection System,” 
said Mark Bennett, ANRC Water 
Development Division Manager. 

One city of Portland grant will be 
up to $98,880 from Arkansas Wa-
ter Development Fund, Hampton 
added. That project, located to 
the east of town along Highway 
160, involves the construction of 
11,910’ of 6” PVC water line and 
appurtenances to provide whole-
sale water to the Chicot Junction 
Water System. These funds will 
be used for the portion that USDA 
RD is unable to provide as addi-
tional grant funding that USDA 
RD feels the applicant is unable 
to take as additional debt. 

“In addition, this project is to 
provide water to Chicot Junction, 
which is also unable to absorb 
additional debt associated with 
loan funds,” said Bennett. 

Another amount up to 
$1,545,000 from the Arkansas 
Water, Waste Disposal and Pollu-
tion Abatement Facilities General 
Obligation Bond Fund will go to 
the city of Portland. 

The repayment schedule will 
not exceed thirty (30) years or 
the life of the project. The execu-
tive director will again establish 
the rate of interest and additional 
loan terms and conditions includ-
ing the requirement to establish 
and maintain a depreciation re-
serve fund.

“The funds will be used to re-
place the existing mechanical 
sewage treatment plant with a 
3-cell oxidation pond plant,” said 
Bennett.

Ashley County Medical Cen-
ter has recently invested in new 
upgrades to its Fujifilm ASPIRE 
Cristalle digital mammography 
solution.

The upgraded unit includes dig-
ital breast tomosysnthesis (DBT 
or 3D). DBT acquires a series of 
low-dose images of the breast at 
different angles; the acquired re-
constructed tomographic images 
provide greater visibility of the 
breast tissue which can help ra-
diologists identify lesions which 
might otherwise be difficult to 
visualize in traditional 2D mam-
mogram images because of the 
presence of overlapping breast 
structures. 

“Fujifilm is very excited about 
Ashley County Medical Center’s 

latest upgrade to technology that 
will enhance their ability to pro-
vide quality care to the people of 
their community and surrounding 
areas,” said Rob Fabrizio, direc-
tor of strategic marketing, digital 
radiography, computed tomogra-
phy and women’s health. “The 
ASPIRE Cristalle with digital 
breast tomosynthesis is designed 
to improve visibility for greater 
diagnostic confidence, increase 
patient comfort and improve the 
overall patient experience.”

The DBT combines state-of-
the-art, Hexagonal Close Pattern 
(HCP) capture technology and 
intelligent image processing, op-
timizing dose and contrast based 
on individual breast composition. 
The result is low dose and fast 

acquisition of exceptional imag-
es for all breast types, according 
to Fabrizio. In addition, patients 
can experience a noticeable im-
provement in comfort during pro-
cedures with the comfort paddle 
design, which provides gentle 
and even compression that is 
designed to more comfortably 
adapt to patient curves.

“This is a breakthrough in 
women’s health,” said Dr. James 
Workman, radiologist at Ashley 
County Medical Center. “We 
expect it to improve the ability 
to differentiate smaller cancers 
from the surrounding tissue and 
help distinguish cancerous tis-
sue from noncancerous tissue. 
We also expect this will decrease 
the number of false positive call 

backs for our patients, meaning 
women can feel calmer.”

For the Crossett community, 
the addition of ACMC’s ASPIRE 
Cristalle helped clinicians di-
agnose patients, ensuring that 
more women have access to 
these lifesaving mammograms.  
The new addition of DBT will 
bring even higher diagnostic ca-
pabilities to help physicians di-
agnose cancers earlier for better 
patient outcomes. 

With roots tracing back to 1908, 
the hospital has been providing 
treatment and care to patients 
in the area for more than a cen-
tury. The hospital is committed to 
providing excellent care to their 
patients in their community and 
surrounding areas.

ACMC Installs Digital Breast Tomosynthesis

While most of Arkansas may 
have escaped the worst of what 
Hurricane Barry augured in po-
tential wind and rain, crops in 
many areas are struggling to 
move past the primary and sec-
ondary effects of the latest twist 
in an already difficult year. 

Chad Norton, soybean and 
wheat verification coordinator for 
the University of Arkansas Sys-
tem Division of Agriculture at the 
Southeast Research and Exten-
sion Center in Monticello, said 
several fields that he oversees 
received at least 9 inches of rain 
between July 15-16, when rem-
nants of Barry pushed through 
portions of the state. 

Many soybean plots through-
out the southern portion of Ar-
kansas were already five to six 
weeks behind the normal crop 
schedule, due to late planting in 
the spring. 

The deluge, he said, will simply 
delay or further stunt soybean 
progress even further. 

“Any soil-applied herbicides I 
had out there are just washed 
out — they’re gone,” Norton said. 
“I’m worried about pigweeds — 
the soil’s so wet, I don’t think I 
can get back in there and control 
them. That’s what’s on my mind 
right now. 

“There were several fields go-
ing underwater, especially in 
Jefferson, Arkansas and other 

counties, where the heavy rain 
fell. What lives through that is 
going to be stunted and hurt for 
a little while longer,” he said.  

The delayed planting and tor-
rential rains are also compound-
ed by the fact that much of the 
soybean seed growers began 
with this year was also of lower 
quality, as the 2018 harvest was 
also impacted by heavy rainfall 
that began in September. 

“We had such a terrible fall 
last year that the seed quality 
we were working with this year 
was also terrible,” Norton said. “I 
know of several fields that had to 
be replanted three or four times 
— not from weather, just from 
poor seed quality. One field, 
for example, planted 340,000 
seeds, and they got 65,000-
75,000 plants come up.  

“It’s a perfect storm — we were 
late because of the weather, and 
we had terrible seed quality,” he 
said. “It bit some people, it really 
did. I struggled in my program to 
get the stands I got. I normally 
get 125,000-130,000 plants 
per acre; I’ve got several fields 
with 85,000-90,000 plants per 
acre. That’s just how this year’s 
been.”  

Norton said that at this point in 
the year, he found it unlikely that 
growers could get their money’s 
worth out of another round of 
replanting soybeans, given the 

natural reductions in yield inher-
ent in such late planting.  

“Driving around the past couple 
of weeks, I’ve seen beans that 
are just now coming out of the 
ground,” he said. “So people did 
do some July planting, but I don’t 
think you could ever get your 
money back if you planted to-
day. We’ve lost too much relative 
yield, day-to-day, by this date.”  

Rice

Isolated rice fields in the state 
also bore some of Barry’s brunt 
throughout the week. Jarrod 
Hardke, extension rice agrono-
mist for the Division of Agricul-
ture, said some rice fields be-
tween Pine Bluff and Stuttgart 
received 6-8 inches of rain, with 
reports of blown levees in narrow 
bands in the southern half of the 
state. 

“But most of the eastern Delta 
region got 3-4 inches of rain,” 
Hardke said. “Certainly enough 
to pop a levee here and there. 
But a lot of that water was spread 
out over several days, which 
certainly helped with managing 
it, because it didn’t all come in a 
single deluge, like we were an-
ticipating.  

“Some of the heavier rain sub-
merged some of the more ma-
ture rice in the state,” he said. 
“We were hoping we could get 
that water off those fields rapidly 
— older rice does not withstand 

being flooded for very long. We 
need to get that water off within 
seven days, if at all possible. 
Usually, if it stays under for 10 
days, it’s done. When the water 
comes off, it’s going to fall down 
and rot at that point. Those are 
still isolated incidents, but they 
are out there.”  

Hardke said that despite the 
many setbacks that have already 
faced Arkansas rice growers 
in 2019, the overall crop looks 
good at this point — and that 
there may, in fact, be silver lin-
ings ahead. 

“There’s a precedent — even 
when we’re in delayed planting 
— if we get to follow that with a 
mild summer and avoid extreme, 
excessive heat during the re-
productive growth stages, we 
can still make some very good 
yields,” Hardke said. “And this is 
across commodities.  

“It certainly hasn’t been made 
yet, on any of those fronts, but 
we have to try to remain a little 
optimistic that we still have some 
very good yields left in us,” he 
said.

While forecasts from the Na-
tional Weather Service put much 
of Arkansas under a heat adviso-
ry Friday and Saturday, tempera-
tures are predicted to drop into 
the 80s next week, during what 
is often the first of the two hottest 
weeks of the year for the state.

“That might be a shock to the 
system,” Hardke said. “The big-
gest problem with it is just a gen-
eral slow-down of the crop pro-
gression. It won’t hurt anything, 
but it will cost us a little bit of 
time, in terms of getting this crop 
to the finish line, and getting it 
out of there.

“I guess that’ll be the next odd-
ity that 2019 will throw at us: a 
strange, late cool-down in July,” 
he said. “And then we’ll have to 
wait and see what’s next.”

To learn about row crop ag-
riculture in Arkansas, contact 
the local Cooperative Extension 
Service agent or visit www.uaex.
edu. 
About the Division of Agriculture

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture’s 
mission is to strengthen agricul-
ture, communities, and families 
by connecting trusted research 
to the adoption of best practices. 
Through the Agricultural Experi-
ment Station and the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, the Di-
vision of Agriculture conducts 
research and extension work 
within the nation’s historic land 
grant education system.

The Division of Agriculture is 
one of 20 entities within the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System. It 
has offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on five sys-
tem campuses.

Rice, Soybean Growers Face Twist In Difficult Year
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Ashley County Medical Center has upgraded its digital mammography equipment hoping to offer women better access to earlier 

and more accurate cancer detection. 

(Continued on Page 2)

A Parkdale man who was ar-
rested for an alleged New Year’s 
Eve murder is set for a suppres-
sion hearing on Monday. 

On Dec. 31 at approximately 11 
p.m. deputies of Ashley County 
Sheriff’s Department were dis-
patched to the 300 block of 
School Street in Parkdale. Depu-
ties found an injured man, later 
identified as Jesse Burton. Burton 
was transported to Chicot Me-
morial Medical Center where he 
later died from his injuries. Tom-
my Sturgeon, the Ashley County 
sheriff, said one of his investiga-
tors was notified by a doctor at 
CMMC around 1 a.m. on Jan. 1 
that Burton had died of “massive 
burn inhalation injury.” 

According to Sturgeon, Anthony 
Dewayne Brown of Parkdale was 
arrested and charged with first 
degree murder on Jan. 1. On Jan. 
2, Brown appeared before Judge 
Sam Pope and a bond was set in 
the amount of $250,000.

On Jan. 10, Brown was formally 
charged with First Degree Murder 
and originally his jury trial was set 
for the week of May 7 however on 
April 23 an order was entered re-
setting the jury trial until this week. 
The jury trial was continued again 
and Brown will go before Judge 
Bynum Gibson on Monday for a 
hearing on a motion to suppress 
filed by Brown’s attorney, Jimmy 
Morris.
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Robbery
A Crossett man is scheduled 

go before a jury this week for 
aggravated robbery and theft of 
property after allegedly robbing a 
woman and leaving her for dead.

In October of last year, a report 
from Ashley County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said, Elizabeth Hill, 28, of 
Crossett was found injured on 
Ashley 20 and appeared to have 
road rash, bruises, and a bullet 
wound.

The report said that Hill told the 
investigators she had given a 
ride to a man named Christopher 
Washington, “Seth” (later identi-
fied as Wyatt Seth Collins), and 
a girl she didn’t know (later identi-
fied as Justine Rollow).

Hill reported that they traveled 
down 133 in her 2015 Nissan Al-
tima and turned onto Brookings 
Road and then to Ashley 19, to 
Ashley 20, and then to Ashley 16. 
At some point during the drive, 
she said, Washington asked Hill 
to stop the car. Hill told investi-
gators that when she stopped 
the car Washington began beat-
ing and choking her. Hill also re-
ported that all three were armed 
and that Collins pulled her from 
the car and Rollow held her down 
while they beat her.

Hill was allegedly shoved back 
in the car and held at gunpoint 
while the three discussed “what 
they were going to do with her.”

Officer Phillip Roberts wrote in 
his report, “The victim stated that 
Seth said she didn’t deserve a 
bullet and that he would let them 
know when he hit 60MPH so they 


