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The Crossett Riding Club’s 71st 
Annual PRCA Rodeo will be in 
town a few months earlier this 
year with events planned for this 
weekend to kick it off. 

It’s not too late for businesses to 
decorate in red, White and blue 
western gear for this year’s con-
test, but the deadline is approach-
ing soon. This year’s winners will 
be announced at one of the new 
events planned for Saturday, The 
Crossett Rodeo Roundup. 

The Crossett Area Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting the Rodeo 
Roundup on Saturday from 2pm 
until 5pm in downtown Crossett. 

Mandy White, the Chamber’s 
executive director, said there will 
be rides, games entertainment 
and various types of vendors. 
The laser tag, monkey motion 
game, mechanical bull, zip line, 
rock wall, and trackless train 
are all sponsored by the donors 
of Crossett’s Christmas in Cros-
sett event. The event was moved 
because of the weather and 
to avoid losing deposits on the 
items, White said they were able 
to change the rental dates. 

“We hope everyone will come 
out and enjoy the afternoon; there 
will be something for everyone to 
enjoy,” White said.

The roundup event will be fol-
lowed by a street dance featur-
ing live music by the Zac Dunlap 
band at 6:30 p.m. sponsored by 
First State Bank and Murphy’s 
Auto body. This will be the band’s 
third year to perform at Crossett’s 
annual street dance. 

On Wednesday, May 29, 
Southeast Insurance will host 
its second rodeo event and this 
year they are calling it Western 
Wednesday. The event will be 
from 2pm until 4pm in the parking 
lot of Southeast Insurance and 
will feature a blueberry pie eat-
ing contest, free popsicles, and 
other fun activities including a live 
performance by Todd Bradshaw, 
a Kenny Chesney impersonator. 
According to Whitney Gill with 
Southeast Insurance, Bradshaw 
is well known in Branson for his 
show titled “Kenny Chesney.”  

“We are right here on Main 
Street and we enjoy doing some-
thing to help get everyone excited 
for the parade,” Gill said. 

The annual rodeo parade will 
be at 4pm on Wednesday May 
29 and for more information 
about parade rules and entering 
the float contest, contact Cherub 
Alford at the Crossett Economic 
Development office.

The two best businesses will be 
announced and receive prizes on 
May 24. White said businesses 
must be decorated by May 23 at 
5pm.

The sponsors who donated in 
December for the games and 
entertainment include: First State 
Bank, First National Bank, Geor-
gia Pacific, Ingevity, McDonald’s, 
Murphy’s Autobody, Timberline 
FCU, Steve’s Body and Frame, 
Southeast Insurance, Mecha-
nisms, Lakewood Family Dental, 
Citizens Bank, Ricon, Rodgers 
Financial, Ashley County Family 
Dentistry, Ideal, Amanda Fried-
man, Streetman and Gibson, 
Kiwanis, Bakers Pharmacy, Holt 
Auto, Medder’s funeral home and 
Mary Reed.
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The election determining Ham-
burg School District’s millage 
will conclude after press time 
Tuesday, May 21. To see elec-
tion results before next week’s 
edition go to our website at ash-
leycountyledger.com.

Election 
Results

Ashley County Quorum Court’s 
justices contended last week 
that they could not approve an 
ambulance proposal from the 
City of Hamburg without more 
information. They also said they 
could not vote to modify a previ-
ously approved ultimatum about 
dispatching services the county 
provides for Hamburg.

For the last several months the 
two governments have disagreed 
regarding the amount owed for 
the services. The county’s budget 
committee has said the past due 
balance is around $98,000. 

The committee previously said 
the issue would be tabled to look 
at legal options but presented a 
contract to cover services from 
Jan. 1, 2019 forward. 

That contract was presented to 
Hamburg Mayor Dane Weindorf 
with a June 1 deadline. County 
Judge Jim Hudson reported that 
the mayor asked for an extension 
until July 1 after Hamburg city 
council met May 28.

Members of the quorum court 
said that because the item was 
not on the agenda they could not 
vote for changes and that Ham-
burg would need to call a special 
meeting to make the deadline.

Meanwhile, the Hamburg city 
council voted in April to request 
the county pay $3,000 per month 
toward ambulance service pro-
vided outside the city limits. 

Weindorf said Pro-Med gave the 
city two different bid totals. One 
bid was approximately $20,000 
per month to offer ambulance 
service to the City of Hamburg 
only; the second bid for approxi-
mately $23,000 per month in-
cluded serving areas outside of 
the city limits. 

Since the start of the contract, 
Hamburg has been paying the 
full contract amount including the 
additional $3,000 for the county 
service. 

At the quorum court meeting, 
Hudson presented the proposed 
contract for ambulance service 
that the Hamburg council had al-
ready approved.

“This discussion of the ambu-
lance thing, there is a problem 
there,” Justice Ronnie Wheeler 
said. “He can’t come to an agree-
ment with ProMed if he is still 
getting services from the sheriff’s 
office.”

Sheriff Tommy Sturgeon said 
the ambulance service originally 
planned to dispatch for them-
selves, but it was his understand-
ing they were having cellular 
service problems that were pre-
venting them from doing so. 

Justice Hiram Taylor said the 
ambulance issue was never 
brought up in prior discussions 
with Hamburg and that taxpayers 
all over the county are paying the 
sales tax in Hamburg that funds 
the ambulance service. 

Several justices said there was 
not enough information for a de-
cision. Justice Jeff Langley said 
that if half ProMed’s runs were in 
the county as they had previously 
stated it would be reasonable to 
assume they would lose money 
by not covering the county.

Other justices said the num-
bers seemed high compared to 
numbers they received when the 
county sought bids for county-
wide ambulance services.

Wheeler said he believed the 
higher cost was because contract 
was for a higher cost ambulance 
than what the county was origi-
nally looking at. Hamburg’s bids 
sought two Advanced Life Sup-
port ambulances instead of the 
one the county had requested in 
its solicitations.

The justices scheduled a special 
meeting for 2:30 p.m. May 24.
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