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People interested in chasing an 
Arkansas alligator on public land 
and water this fall have until mid-
night June 30 to put their name 
in the hat. 

Applications for the 2020 Arkan-
sas alligator season are available 
online at www.agfc.com. 

Each permit authorizes the har-
vest of one alligator, which must 
be at least 4 feet long. Alligator 
hunting is allowed 30 minutes af-
ter sunset until 30 minutes before 
sunrise Sept. 18-21 and Sept. 
25-28. 

Each permit holder may have 
up to three assistants with them 
on the hunt, but only the permit 
holder is allowed to snare, har-
poon or dispatch the alligator.

Alligator hunters must be at 
least 16 years of age, and only Ar-
kansas residents or holders of an 
Arkansas Lifetime Sportsman’s 
Permit may apply for public land 
alligator permits. Applicants with 
18 or more AGFC violation points 
are ineligible to apply.

As with the rest of the AGFC’s 
permit application system, alli-
gator-hunt applicants must pay 
a $5 nonrefundable processing 
fee when the application is sub-
mitted.

Hunters pursuing alligators on 
private land will see a change this 
year that could enable them more 
opportunity than ever before to 
tag an Arkansas gator. Instead of 
hoping for a drawn permit, hunt-
ers who own or have permission 
to hunt on private land will be able 
to hunt through a quota-based 
system similar to private land elk 
hunting in The Natural State.

Mark Barbee, wildlife biologist 
for the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission’s Monticello region-
al office, says the quota system 
has worked extremely well for elk 
during the last few years and has 
been in place for bear hunting in 
Arkansas for decades.

“Anyone can obtain the private 
land alligator permit through the 
AGFC’s online licensing system 
for $5 in addition to their hunting 
license,” Barbee said. “They will 
be able to participate in the alliga-
tor hunt on private land they have 
permission to hunt until the quota 
has been met in that zone. It will 
be up to each hunter to call in be-
fore their hunt every night to the 
wildlife hotline (1-800-440-1477) 
to see if the quota has been met 
and if they can continue their 
hunt.”

Barbee says the change will 
allow more people with possible 
nuisance alligator issues to have 
a chance to remove those alliga-
tors or allow another hunter to do 
so. He hopes the change also 
will encourage more hunters who 
have permits to follow through 
with their hunt.

“We set the number of permits 
and quotas based on how many 
alligators we need removed to 
keep the population at a sustain-
able level that minimizes nui-
sance issues,” Barbee said. “But 
we do see quite a few private 
land tags go unfilled each year 
if the hunter doesn’t find a large 
enough alligator to meet their 
expectations. Now that extra har-
vest opportunity can be used by 
another hunter on different land.”

Hunter orientations also will see 
a bit of a change this year, as 
precautions against large public 
gatherings due to the coronavi-
rus will prevent the seminar-style 
orientations historically used for 
successful permit applicants. 

“We have developed an online 
hunt orientation and orientation 
manual at agfc.com that lays out 
all the most important details and 
frequently asked questions about 
the hunt,” Barbee said. “Before 
a person engages in an alligator 
hunt, they should read through 
this orientation material to famil-
iarize themselves with the rules 
of the hunt.”

Visit www.agfc.com/alligator for 
more information on Arkansas’s 
2020 alligator season and to ap-
ply for a public land permit.
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A new disease is sweeping 

through rabbit populations in the 
United States, and it has officials 
at both the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission and the Arkan-
sas Department of Agriculture 
concerned. 

Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease 
Virus (RHDV) is a highly conta-
gious virus that is nearly always 
fatal and is capable of causing 
high mortality in both domestical-
ly raised rabbits and wild rabbit 
species found in Arkansas.

The virus has been recognized 
since the 1980s as a disease of 
domestic rabbits, but a new strain 
(RHDV-2) emerged in 2010, 
which also affects wild rabbit 
and hare species native to North 
America. 

Arkansas’s two native rabbit 
species, the eastern cottontail 
and swamp rabbit, both can see 
large die-offs if the virus reaches 
The Natural State.

“There are protocols and trans-
port restrictions that can prevent 
the spread of diseases in domes-
tic populations, but once a dis-
ease is found in wild populations, 
it may become established with 
little hope of eradication,” said Dr. 
Jenn Ballard, state wildlife veteri-
narian for the AGFC. “We haven’t 
found this disease in Arkansas, 
yet, and we want to do everything 
we can to keep it from being in-
troduced to our state.”

An outbreak of RHDV-2 was 
documented beginning in March 
2020 in the southwestern U.S. 
and has spread quickly through 
domestic and wild rabbits. To 
date, cases have been detected 
in Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Nevada, New Mexico, and Texas 
as well as being reported in Mex-
ico.

Ballard stresses that RHDV-2 is 
not the same thing as tularemia, 
also known as “rabbit fever,” a 
well-known bacterial disease that 
can be passed to humans.

“Neither virus strain of RHDV 
is known to infect humans, other 
pets or livestock outside of the 
rabbit and hare family,” Ballard 
said. “But this virus has the po-
tential to be very destructive in 
rabbit populations where it oc-
curs, so we must stay vigilant.”

With recent increased interest 
in breeding domestic rabbits as 
a food source and homesteading 
in Arkansas, there also is con-
cern among rabbit owners that 
newcomers to the trade may not 
know to abide by certain rules 
in purchasing and importing do-
mestic rabbits.

Importing domestic rabbits into 
Arkansas, except when mov-
ing directly to a USDA-licensed 
slaughter facility, requires a Cer-
tificate of Veterinary Inspection. 
This includes the movement of 
all pet, show, and production rab-
bits not intended for immediate 
slaughter. Importing wild rabbits 
into Arkansas also requires a CVI 
along with an importation permit 
issued by the AGFC.

Ballard stresses that any per-
son who finds a concentration of 
dead rabbits while in the outdoors 
should contact the AGFC’s wild-
life health program immediately 
with coordinates of the location. 
Details may be emailed to agfc.
health@agfc.ar.gov.

“We’ve also worked with the Ar-
kansas Department of Agriculture 
Livestock and Poultry Division to 
develop a brochure of ways do-
mestic rabbit owners and wildlife 
enthusiasts can help prevent the 
spread of RHDV-2,” Ballard said. 
“It is available on our website, 
agfc.com.”
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The 72nd Crossett PRCA Ro-
deo kicks off this week and with 
the rodeo comes other special 
events such as the parade and 
queen contest.

The reigning Teen Miss Cros-
sett PRCA Rodeo is Cami Mur-
phy a 2020 graduate of Hamburg 
High School. She is the daughter 
of Roy and Carol Murphy and is 
preparing to attend Ashley Coun-
ty Cosmetology School.

The reigning Miss Crossett 
PRCA Rodeo, Jessica Mauser 
is a 2018 graduate of Crossett 
and is the daughter of Brian and 
Wanda Mauser. She currently 
lives in Branson, Mo., where she 
performs regularly in the Dolly 
Pardon Stampede show.

Each year the reigning queens 
attend various rodeos all over 
the country representing their 
titles. 

This year some of the events 
were canceled due to COV-
ID-19. Though their events were 
cut short Mauser said she still 
traveled over 5,000 miles in the 
southeastern part of the country 
representing the Crossett Ro-

deo. The two will carry the flags 
and represent their titles for the 
final time this week. 

On Saturday they will turn their 
crowns over to this year’s win-
ners during the coronation cer-
emony.

Those competing for a new 
Teen Miss crown include Addi-
son Gray of Hamburg and Lana 
Carter of Crossett. 

Gray is the daughter of Brad 
Gray and Kelli and Thomas 
Clark. She is a junior at Ham-
burg High School. She is an ac-
tive participant in 4-H and carries 
various horse related titles. In 
2018 she was the Hamburg Ju-
nior Rodeo Pole Champion and 
the 4H Senior Flag Champion.

Carter is the daughter of Mol-
lie and Brandon Carter. She is 
a freshman at Crossett High 
School where she plays on the 
softball team. She is also an ac-
tive member of 4-H. Carter is 
the reigning Teen Miss Ashley 
County Horsemanship and will 
turn over that title in September 
during the 2020 coronation cer-
emony.

The contestants in the Miss 
Crossett PRCA Rodeo contest 
include Ashley Hollis of Hamburg 
and Jaclyn Vagts of Star City.

Hollis is a 2020 graduate of 
Hamburg High School. She has 
held multiple rodeo royalty titles 
including that of Teen Miss Cros-
sett PRCA Rodeo in 2016, Teen 
Miss Ashley County Horseman-
ship in 2017 and Arkansas State 
Fair Junior Rodeo Queen in 
2017. She has also won many 
4H Champion titles and mul-
tiple awards and championships 
at the Ashley County Fair and 
Horse Show. In 2019 she won 
the Milo Riding Club Buckle Se-
ries for the second time. 

Vagts is a graduate of Star 
City High School and currently 
a student at Southeast Arkansas 
College where she studies surgi-
cal technology. Vagts currently 
competes in the National Inter-
collegiate Rodeo Association in 
the barrel racing and breakaway 
categories. In 2019 she won var-
ious awards at the 2019 SEARK 
Horse Show and the Arkansas 
State Horse Show.

The contestants will compete 
in various activities throughout 
the week including horseman-
ship, interviews, and modeling. 
They will also ride in the parade 
on Wednesday and ride in the 
rodeo each night.

The coronation ceremony will 
be held during the last night of 
the rodeo which is Saturday.  

Each year during the rodeo, 
the Crossett Rodeo queens car-
ry the flags and ride throughout 
the night, but rodeos welcome 
visiting royalty as well including 
those who travel to represent 
their titles.

This year Crossett will have a 
list of visiting queens including 
Miss Southeastern Circuit Syd-
eny Albritton, Miss Mid South 
Rodeo Reagan Caen, Teen Miss 
Mid South Rodeo Alea Munoz, 
Junior Miss Mid-South Ryle 
Lemley, Little Miss Grant County 
Katie Duncan, Miss Drumright 
Lindsey Thompson, Miss Ashley 
County Horsemanship Sweet-
heart Mabry Davis, and Miss 
Ashley County Horsemanship 
Princess Briana Jerry.

Local Ladies Compete For Rodeo Titles
Miss, Teen Miss Crossett PRCA Rodeo Queen Competition Begins

Teen Miss Crossett PRCA Rodeo Miss Crossett PRCA Rodeo

2020 Crossett Rodeo Queen Contestants

Addison Gray Lana Carter Ashley Hollis Jaclyn Vagts

Forget murder hornets. Arkan-
sas bee populations face plenty 
of life-threatening perils that 
are already here, shrinking their 
numbers and causing colonies 
to collapse.

But all is not lost, because 
Neelendra Joshi is on a mission 
to save Arkansas’s bees.

Joshi, assistant professor of 
entomology for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Ag-
riculture, uses the research tools 
of his discipline to understand 
the greatest threats to the state’s 
hundreds of bee species and 
learn how to protect them.

“There are an estimated 25,000 
species of bees that provide pol-
lination services to the world,” 
Joshi said. “Our research has 
identified more than 100 species 
in Arkansas, and we estimate 
that there may be as many as 
300 to 400 native bee species in 

the state.”
Using various sampling tech-

niques, Joshi has determined 
that different species of bees are 
distributed to different areas of 
the state, mainly, he says, based 
on local resources like habitat 
and food sources.

“There are bee species in 
northwest Arkansas not com-
monly found in other areas of the 
state,” he said.

Bee populations, both man-
aged and wild, are in decline ev-
erywhere, Joshi said. Extensive 
research is underway nationwide 
to fully understand the causes, 
but the known threats are many.

Interactions among many 
stressors have created colos-
sal maladies hitting bees at one 
time, Joshi said, and in many 
cases, the combinations have 
caused additive impacts. Also, 
he said, the factors causing 

distress in wild bee populations 
tend to be different from those 
harming domesticated honey-
bees.

Managed bee populations of-
ten suffer from restricted diets 
when they are moved from loca-
tion to location to pollinate spe-
cific monoculture crops, where 
they forage on only one kind 
of flowering plant. Joshi said 
these bees are not getting the 
balanced nutrition necessary to 
maintain good health.

Also, the breeding and han-
dling practices for managed 
beehives tend to make the bees 
vulnerable to rapid spread of dis-
ease pathogens or parasites and 
other pests.

“The biggest threats to wild bee 
populations are loss of nesting 
habitat and loss of native flora 
that are primary food sources,” 
Joshi said.

Most people think of bees liv-
ing in hives, either in managed, 
humanmade hives or wild hives 
in trees or, on occasion, attics. 
But wild bees live in many differ-
ent kinds of nesting sites, most 
of which are vulnerable to loss 
because of human development.

“Seventy percent of bees are 
ground-nesting,” Joshi said. 
“Many others live in tunnels and 
cavities.”

Bees can be quite industrious, 
rivaling human developers in 
creating living space. Joshi said 
they may occupy or even build 
cavities in the ground, tunnels in 
trees — either moving into aban-
doned beetle galleries or, as in 
the case of carpenter bees, cre-
ating their own — or live on the 
ground. Mason bees, he said, 
use mud, sand, leaf particles and 
other materials to build nests.

Bees lose habitat to human 
development like urban expan-
sion, road building, logging, land 
clearing and tilling for agricul-
ture, forest fires, and other natu-
ral or humanmade reduction in 
wild land and forests.

Urban spread and monoculture 
agriculture contribute to loss of 
wildflower food sources for wild 
bees, Joshi said. “Bees require 
nectar and pollen from a diverse 
floral resources to meet their nu-
tritional needs,” he said. “Popu-
lar garden plants and the ‘same-
ness’ of monoculture farming 
systems do not provide dietary 
balance.”

Many other things also contrib-
ute to population decline, Joshi 
said, including pesticide use.

Joshi and his lab have con-
ducted studies to measure the 
effects of common pesticides 
and biological alternatives on 
bee species. The studies includ-
ed determining what levels of ex-
posure are fatal, and those from 
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Division of Agriculture entomologist

is on a mission to save Arkansas’s bees

Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station entomologist Neelendra Joshi is on a mission to save 

Arkansas bees from the many threats to their survival. (U of A System Division of Agriculture 

photo by Fred Miller)


