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Autumn Bennett

After the untimely passing of 
Mayor Scott McCormick, Cros-
sett City Council called a special 
meeting Friday to discuss elect-
ing a new mayor.

Members passed a resolution 
recognizing that Mayor McCor-
mick had died and that the posi-
tion was vacant. 

Council also determined that 
a new mayor would be elected 
during a special election and 
voted for Crystal Marshal to hold 
the position until then.

The details of the special elec-
tion were not released. Marshal 
said the attorney general’s office 
and election commission would 

set the details and dates of the 
election.

McCormick died Thursday, 
April 16. He had served the city 
of Crossett and its citizens for 
nearly 42 years beginning with 
his time at Crossett Police De-
partment from Sept. 1, 1978 
through Sept. 30, 1998, during 
which he earned the rank of cap-
tain and was a criminal investi-
gator. 

He was elected as mayor of 
Crossett in November of 1998 
and reelected to serve four ad-
ditional terms.

His service extended outside 
the borders of the community. He 

was an ambassador for Crossett 
for 20 years as a member of the 
Arkansas Municipal League’s 
Executive Committee, First 
Class Cities Advisory Council, 
Public Safety Advisory Council, 
and the vice president of District 
4 2009-2010.

City officials said, “Mayor Mc-
Cormick’s 42 years of dedica-
tion to Crossett was proof of 
his love for our community. Not 
only was he the leader of the city 
but a friend to employees and 
citizens alike. His loss will be felt 
for years to come. Our deepest 
sympathy goes out to his family 
and loved ones.”

Marshal Fills Role After Loss Of McCormick

According to a report by Arkan-
sas State Police, Joanna Ward, 
30 of Crossett was killed as the 
result of an automobile accident 
on April 14. 

The accident occurred near the 

Union County and Ashley Coun-
ty line. Ward was reportedly 
traveling west in a 2014 Toyota 
Corolla and crossed over into the 
east bound lane before leaving 
the roadway. 

The vehicle was located upside 
down and completely submerged 
in water approximately two miles 
from the Ouachita River bridge 
located west of Crossett.

The crash reportedly happened 

around 3:30 p.m. Road condi-
tions were noted as dry with 
clear weather conditions.

This was the 114th fatal car 
crash in Arkansas for 2020 and 
the 123rd fatality. 

Crossett Woman Is Killed In Auto Accident

Ashley County Medical Center 
has welcomed Autumn Bennett, 
CNP, WHNP-BC, AGPCNP-BC 
as the newest provider at Ashley 
Women’s Services and Hamburg 
Health Clinic. 

Bennett received her bachelor 
of science in nursing from Delta 
State University in Cleveland, 
Miss. She went on to receive 
her master of science in nursing, 
women’s health practitioner pro-
gram, from Uni-
versity of Arkan-
sas for Medical 
Sciences. She 
then received 
post -master ’s 
certification in 
adult/gerontolo-
gy primary care. 

Bennett prac-
ticed at Lake 
Village Rural 
Health Clinic 
for the past five 
years.

ACMC Chief 
Executive Offi-
cer Phillip Gilm-
ore said, “I am 
excited to have 
Autumn join 
our ACMC fam-
ily. Her experience in women’s 
health will be a great addition to 
Ashley Women’s Services with 
Dr. Ira Murphy and Dr. Kara Wor-
ley, as well as her family practice 
experience serving at Hamburg 
Health Clinic alongside Dr. Fe-
licia Watkins-Brown, Tracey 
Longstreth, and Jenny Murphy.”

Bennett said she chose ACMC 
because, “I wanted to be a part 
of a facility and team who is ded-
icated to providing life changing 
access to health care for the 
community.”

Outside of work, Bennett en-
joys gardening, exercising, and 

spending time with her family.
Ashley Women’s Services is 

located on the campus of ACMC 
at 1003 Fred LaGrone Drive in 
Crossett. Hamburg Health Clinic 
is located at 319 West Parker 
Street in Hamburg. 

ACMC is offering telemedicine 
in an effort to help keep the com-
munity safe and healthy during 
this time of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Telemedicine services 

connect patients 
and health care 
providers with 
technology. Par-
ticipants will 
be able to see, 
hear, and talk to 
their healthcare 
provider at their 
clinic through 
video-conferenc-
ing. 

A telemedicine 
a p p o i n t m e n t 
is much like a 
regular appoint-
ment except that 
a verbal consent 
for telemedicine 
is required. Pa-
tients will sit in 

front of a tablet 
or phone and will be able to see 
themselves and their health care 
provider on the screen once the 
session begins. The healthcare 
team will ask questions and work 
to develop a plan of care, just 
as they would in a face-to-face 
visit. Just like a regular doctor’s 
appointment, a telemedicine visit 
will be private and confidential. 
Patients will be billed for tele-
medicine visits the same as if 
they were seeing their health 
care provider in person. All in-
surers are covering telemedicine 
services right now during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Bennett Joins County’s 

Medical Community

(Above and below) Last Wednesday the Hamburg school district held a meal delivery and teacher parade for the students of the 

district. Since school has been dismissed, the busses ride the bus route delivering meals to students. Last week the teachers fol-

lowed along to honk and wave at their students as meals were delivered.

From inspections to transporta-
tion, concerns over a safe and 
continuous food supply have 
caused numerous federal agen-
cies to implement regulatory 
changes in agricultural produc-
tion. 

Federal agencies such as the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture and others have imple-
mented changes in inspections, 
worker safety and enforcement 
of regulations related to trans-
porting food in order to keep 
grocery stores and retailers sup-
plied.

John Dillard, a principal attor-
ney at OFW Law in Washington, 
D.C., will discuss these changes 
and their impact on the food and 
agriculture sector, as well as 
guidance from federal agencies, 
in a free webinar hosted by the 

National Agricultural Law Center, 
April 22 at noon EDT. 

“While much of the economy 
is shut down during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the food and 
agriculture sector is critical in-
frastructure that must continue 
to operate,” Dillard said. “These 
unprecedented circumstances 
have required federal regula-
tory agencies to make numerous 
changes to ensure an adequate 
supply of safe food.” 

“John is a nationally recognized 
agricultural law expert with a tre-
mendous background in dealing 
with federal agencies,” Harrison 
Pittman, director of the NALC, 
said. “We’re very lucky to have 
him join us and help stakehold-
ers navigate the various regu-
latory changes caused by CO-
VID-19.” 

Register for the webinar online 
at: https://bit.ly/3a7Zt7o. 

For more information on the 
National Agricultural Law Center, 
visit https://nationalaglawcenter.
org/  or follow @Nataglaw on 
Twitter. 

About the National

Agricultural Law Center

The National Agricultural Law 
Center serves as the nation’s 
leading source of agricultural 
and food law research and in-
formation. The Center works 
with producers, state and federal 
policymakers, Congressional 
staffers, attorneys, land grant 

Agriculture Changes 

Addressed In Webinar

Mayor Scott McCormick

2020 Auctions Postponed
Commissioner of State Lands 

Tommy Land has announced 
that the 2020 tax auction season 
has been cancelled due to the 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

The season’s early auctions 
had already been canceled. This 
announcement canceled the re-
maining auctions for the year.

“Our office must meet certain 
statutory requirements to con-
duct tax auctions. Since we are 
uncertain how long the pandemic 
will last, we are currently unable 
to carry out those requirements 
at this time,” Land said. “There-

fore, we have cancelled the re-
mainder of the 2020 auction sea-
son, which usually lasts through 
September.”

“Due to increasing concerns 
about public health, and in an 
abundance of caution, we have 
cancelled all travel until further 
notice,” he added.

Properties that were sched-
uled to be offered at auction this 
year will be offered in 2021. Most 
counties will feature a single, 
longer auction. Counties that 
typically have large, all-day auc-
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