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Jeff Langley of Crossett measures plywood as he works on the new fire station in Hamburg. The Hamburg fire chief says that con-

struction is going well and he hopes they are able to move in during the month of July.

The Hamburg City council last 
week did not approve the dis-
patcher services contract pre-
sented to it by the county with a 
deadline of June 1. 

The members of the council 

told the mayor they needed to do 
more research before agreeing 
to pay $55,000 per year to the 
county for a dispatcher.

According to Jeff Langley in a 
previous quorum court meeting, 

the $55,000 is the cost of one 
dispatcher’s salary and benefits. 

Mayor Dane Weindorf said the 
city had an agreement years ago 
to pay $18,000 a month to the 
county, but an agreement was 

never made in writing. Over time 
that amount increased.

Paul Keith, the city attorney, 
said during the Tuesday council 
meeting that the original agree-
ment also included the cost of 

five beds that the city could use 
at the county jail.

“That’s important to the city 
because when the city police ar-
rest someone and take them to 
the jail-if they are arrested on a 
felony- the city has to pay their 
per day rate until the prosecuting 
attorney actually charges them 
with a crime,” Keith said. 

He added that “to pay the cost 
of a dispatcher might be a bit ex-
cessive for the city because the 
city doesn’t require the services 
of a full-time dispatcher.”

Keith told the council that in 
order to understand what dis-
patch services the county was 
providing to the city of Hamburg, 
the council would need to under-
stand the difference in the types 
of calls that are dispatched and 
how they are categorized. 

According to Keith there are 
certain dispatch services that the 
county is required to make as 
the 911 call center for the county 
and that those services are reim-
bursed by the state. 

“And within the last legislative 
session, the legislature actually 
imposed an additional tax on lan-
dline bills and on cell phone bills 
to increase what the state will be 
paying for 911 dispatch services,” 
he added.

However, Keith said there are 
other dispatch services that are 
necessary that are “non 911 dis-
patch” calls and that essentially 
all of the communication after the 
initial 911 call is considered “non 
911 dispatch.” 

“Every time our officers say 
10-4 that counts as one click; the 
first four months of this year we 
had 3700 clicks,” Weindorf said. 
“Our police department, our fire 
department, our ambulance, the 
sheriff’s office talked to them (the 
dispatcher) 3700 times.”

Weindorf said that Hamburg av-
erages 900 clicks per month and 
that the sheriff reported the coun-
ty, communicating with county of-
ficers alone, makes 2700 clicks 
per month. This would make 
Hamburg only 16 to 18 percent 
of the call volume, he added.

One of the council members 
brought up the ongoing ambu-
lance discussion between the 
county and Hamburg and how 
both governing bodies have 
raised the question of whose re-
sponsibility it is to provide an am-
bulance service. Another council 
member raised the question of 
who funds the county dispatch 
service in the first place and why 
there needed to be one full time 
dispatcher on staff for Hamburg. 

The mayor said that the city 
could argue that because the 
county had to have a dispatcher 
on the clock regardless, that it 
really wouldn’t cost much more 
for them to answer Hamburg’s 
calls as well. Weindorf said that 
the same argument was used by 
the county when discussing the 
ambulance service.  

 “I heard one of the court mem-

bers tell us that it really doesn’t 
cost you anymore to cover the 
county because those people 
are there anyway, and it’s a two-
edged sword,” Weindorf said. 
“Those dispatchers are there 
whether they dispatch us or not.”

Council person Dorinda Stan-
ley said that she didn’t feel the 
council could make a decision 
on the dispatch contract without 
more information. 

“That means we need to have 
a meeting with them and say we 
can not come to a decision un-
til we get all the facts,” Stanley 
said. 

Stanley said the council need-
ed to see all of the sources of 
revenue that the county has, in-
cluding the 911 income, and all 
of the expense of a dispatcher 
before agreeing to pay $55,000 
per year. 

Keith suggested that the coun-
cil do some research and col-
lect more data before setting the 
meeting. 

“Until you have in hand the 
information that Mrs. (Dorinda) 
Stanley has talked about, you 
can’t have a fruitful and informed 
discussion,” Keith said. 

The council members agreed 
that more research would need 
to be done on the cost of dispatch 
service, the 911 income received 
from the state, and other factors 
before any decisions could be 
made. 

Keith said he would write a let-
ter from the council requesting all 
of the information that the coun-
cil feels is needed to make an 
informed decision. 

--
In other news: 
The council approved that 

$16,028 be removed from the 
capital improvement fund for 
supplemental funding of the new 
fire station. The mayor said there 
was money in the budget that 
could be used, but he wanted to 
use budget money to put equip-
ment in the fire station. Stan-
ley asked what specifically the 
$16,028 was needed for. “It’s 
just different little changes, every 
time you change and put a win-
dow in it’s $1500; so, it’s just little 
stuff that you don’t anticipate or 
something that goes bad,” Wein-
dorf said. 

The council gave the mayor 
permission to start looking for 
two used trucks. The mayor said 
the city needed to purchase a 
truck for the water department 
and something for the dog catch-
er. The current dog catcher truck 
is being used to spray for mos-
quitoes. 

The mayor told the council he 
would soon need to purchase 
a side arm because the city is 
mowing ditches to aid with mos-
quito prevention. The mayor said 
the ditches have been so wet 
residents haven’t been able to 
mow them and the city would be 
assisting until the situation was 
under control. 

One of two pieces of new playground equipment sets at Norman Park as construction continues.

Hamburg City Council approved 
$49,305 be removed from the 
capital improvement fund to sup-
plement construction at Norman 
Park, but the mayor said future 
funds will also be needed.

The total cost for the Norman 
Park updates, including change 
orders, was $2,024,081, but that 
total did not include lighting the 
walking trail or two of the base-
ball fields. 

The bond money was 
$2,013,381 and the city was short 
$10,700. 

“So we were ten thousand 
short, but on a two million dol-
lar bid I think that’s pretty good,” 
Weindorf said. 

Weindorf said that another 
change order, this one to add 
lime to an area of the parking lot 
that doesn’t have rock, was re-
cently put in adding $119,000 to 
the project. 

However, the company was is-
suing a $48,000 credit because 
the rock was not put down mak-
ing the total of the new change 
order $79,214.

Weindorf said that a combina-
tion of the rock credit and other 
changes left the city’s balance at 
$49,305. The council approved 
that the mayor transfer $49,305 
from capital improvement to fin-
ish the project. 

Weindorf said the capital im-
provement fund was currently at 
$1,620,000 before the amounts 
voted that night were deducted 
and he thought the account was 
in good shape. 

Council person Mike Sanderlin 
asked what changes had been 
made and what projects had 
been removed from the original 
plans for the Norman Park reno-
vations.

Weindorf said that the only 
change was the removal of a 
small parking lot, which was 
deducted before construction 
started. 

“If you’ve been over there lately, 
it’s really coming together,” Wein-
dorf said. “It’s going to be nice.”

Once the current project is com-
pleted Norman Park will have 
two new pavilions; two big pieces 
of playground equipment; brand 
new restroom facilities, which will 
mean five total in the park; a new 
sewer system for the baseball fa-
cility and concession stand; and 
two new ball fields, one for tee 
ball and one for softball.

Weindorf said that the city still 
needed funds to light the new part 
of the walking trail and add lights 
to two of the baseball fields.

One of the council members 
asked if the mayor thought there 
was going to be an ongoing re-
quest for funds to be used at 
Norman Park.

“Hopefully; I wanted to get this 
over with and let’s see where 
we are. There are matching 
grants from the state that might 
be enough to finish up the park 
in two or three years,” Weindorf 
said.

One arrest has been made in 
the investigations of two Memo-
rial Day weekend shootings in 
Ashley County, one of which was 
fatal.

In the case of the fatal shoot-
ing, Hamburg and Arkansas 
State Police are investigating. 

Arkansas State Police spokes-
man Bill Sadler said that the 
homicide happened at approxi-
mately 1:10 a.m. May 27.

A news release from Sadler 

said local police officers re-
sponded to 407 W. Foote Street 
in Hamburg, where they discov-
ered an individual, later identified 
as Curtis Lee Jordan Jr., 30, had 
been wounded by gunfire. 

Sadler reported that Jordan 
died inside the residence.

The release said that special 
agents of the Arkansas State Po-
lice began processing the crime 
scene early that Monday morn-
ing and questioning individuals 

who may have information about 
the shooting incident.

Jordan’s body and forensic 
evidence are being examined by 
personnel assigned to the Arkan-
sas State Crime Laboratory.

An investigation is continuing, 
but no formal charges were filed 
in the case as of Monday, June 
3.

The second shooting happened 
in Crossett. 

Timothy Toney was later ar-

rested and charged with battery 
1 in that case.

Investigator Teresa Toliver with 
Crossett Police Department said 
that officers were dispatched to 
the 800 block of West 11th Street 
on May 25. At the scene, they 
found that Brooks Minnieweather 
had been shot. Tolliver said Min-
nieweather was transported to 
Ashley County Medical Center.

Reports with the CPD said the 
victim lived.

Arkansas Game and Fish has 
announced the annual Free Fish-
ing Days to begin at noon Friday, 
June 7, and run through midnight 
Sunday, June 9. 

Multiple fishing derbies will be 
held across the state as well in-
cluding two in the area.

According to an Arkansas 
Game and Fish press release, 
no angler will need a fishing li-
cense or trout permit to fish any-
where in Arkansas during the 
Free Fishing Days event. 

The release states “residents 
and nonresidents may fish this 
weekend without fishing licenses 

or trout permits,” however, regu-
lations for Arkansas waters ap-
ply such as daily limits, slot limits 
and length limits which all must 
be observed.

In addition, the AGFC will co-
sponsor multiple fishing derbies 
throughout the state with one in 
Ashley County and one in Union 
County just over the county line.

Terra Bennett with Arkansas 
Game and Fish said that US Fish 
and Wildlife is hosting a derby on 
June 8 at Locust Ridge Pond off 
of Highway 82 near the Ashley 
and Union County line. 

Bennett said there will be a sec-

ond derby in the area on June 15 
at Lake Georgia Pacific.

The Fishing Derby Program 
strives to provide a positive fish-
ing experience for children, se-
nior citizens and physically chal-
lenged individuals. 

The AGFC co-sponsors these 
events with organizations such 
as civic clubs, municipalities, 
other government agencies, 
churches, schools and nursing 
homes. 

The AGFC’s co-sponsors re-
cruit volunteers and provide the 
site and the commission stocks 
the site with fish for the event. 

Saturday’s derby at Locust 
Ridge Pond will begin at 7 a.m. 
and is for youth ages 5-15. Reg-
istration for the event will begin 
at 6:30 a.m. and fishermen must 
bring their own bait. 

The Lake GP Derby scheduled 
for June 15 will begin at 7 a.m. 
with registration at 6:30 a.m. 
Children ages 3-15 years old will 
be eligible to fish, but there will 
be “food, fun and prizes,” for the 
whole family including a bouncy 
house.

Cindy Craig is the contact per-
son for the Lake GP derby at 
870-364-2503 and Amanda Wil-
liamson is the contact person for 
the Locust Ridge Derby.
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