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A Crossett woman was killed 
in an accident near the state line 
outside of Hamburg on Sunday 
night.

Angie Craig, 39, of Crossett was 
killed in a motor vehicle accident 
after she apparently lost control 
of her vehicle.

According to a preliminary re-
port by Arkansas State Trooper 
John Pryor, Craig was traveling 
south on U.S. Highway 425 when 
the accident occurred on Sunday 
night around 5:55 p.m.

Craig was driving a 2014 Jeep 
Patriot and her only passenger 
was Shawn White of Crossett.

Craig’s vehicle allegedly left the 
roadway on the right side of the 
road and re-entered the highway. 
The vehicle then crossed both 
lanes of traffic before leaving 
the roadway again on the north-
bound lane. The report states it 
then rotated clockwise, ejecting 
the driver, before coming to a fi-
nal rest on its wheels in a north-
bound ditch area facing in a north 
bound direction.

White was transported to Ash-
ley County Medical Center but 
no details regarding his condition 
were released.

The report notes the weather 
conditions as clear and the road 
condition as dry. No other details 
were available.

Employees at the Ashley County courthouse gather for a group photo in matching “emoji” themed attire before opening their doors 
to trick or treaters last Thursday afternoon. Office doors were decorated for the event.

Accident 
Is Fatal 
For One

Hamburg High School celebrated Senior Night last week and recognized senior football players, cheerleaders, and band members. 
(See photos pages 7 and 8.)

The Ashley County Sheriff’s 
Department executed a search 
warrant last week that led to the 
largest methamphetamine bust 
in county history when they con-
fiscated nearly a pound of sus-
pected meth.

ACSO Investigator Tad Hunts-

man said the ASCO executed a 
warrant at 1627 Highway 52 W., 
in Crossett on Oct. 23.

The search produced 14.5 
ounces of suspected metham-
phetamine. Huntsman said the 
suspected drugs have a street 
value of approximately $40,000.

Jose Chavez, 33, an undocu-
mented alien, was arrested for 
trafficking of a controlled sub-
stance and is being detained on 
a warrant from the department 
of homeland security for illegal 
reentry along with a bond of 
$200,000.

Investigator Mark Griever said it 
was the most methamphetamine 
he has ever seen at one time. 
Sheriff Tommy Sturgeon said the 
confiscation is the county’s larg-
est ever meth bust.

No other information about the 
arrest was released at this time.

Ashley County Meth Bust Draws
Attention Of Homeland Security

Hamburg City Council last week 
denied the appeal of several 
residents who asked that a cell 
phone tower not be constructed 
in a local neighborhood.

Council members heard from 
13 speakers both for and against 
the new cell tower which the 
city’s Planning and Zoning Com-
mittee approved Sept. 12. The 
AT&T project located the tower at 
513 Hickory St. 

The committee gave notice of 
the issue in the local newspaper 
twice and had a public hearing 
before voting on the issue. During 
the public hearing in September, 
Maggie Ware, a member of the 
Planning and Zoning Commit-
tee, voiced her concerns about 
the cell phone tower and voted 
against it.

The approval still passed at that 
time, but Ware later filed an ap-
peal to the Hamburg City Coun-
cil.

City Attorney Paul Keith said 
in order to overturn the decision 
of the planning and zoning com-
mission, there had to be a vote of 
four council members.

Last Monday night, Ware and 
others from the impacted neigh-
borhood, representatives from 
AT&T, and other members of the 
community spoke to the coun-
cil about why they were for or 
against the tower.

Ware as well as all of the oth-
ers who spoke against the proj-
ect said they agreed Hamburg 
needed a tower, but they didn’t 
want it in their neighborhood. 
They instead wanted to put it in 
someone else’s neighborhood.

“I would love to see a cell phone 
tower in Hamburg, but what I am 
against is it being placed in our 
neighborhood,” Ware said. “All of 
the people running around here 
saying they want this tower don’t 
live in our neighborhood.”

She also said that two other 

property owners were ap-
proached and didn’t want the 
tower before the property own-
ers of 513 Hickory agreed to 
lease their property.

“The other two people didn’t 
want it, so why are you forcing it 
on Hickory Street?” she said.

The property owners were not 
present to say whether or not 
they were forced into the situa-
tion, though documents on file 
show where property owner, D. 
Booker, entered into an agree-
ment with AT&T and there is 
nothing to suggest they were 
forced into the agreement.

“We don’t come to Pine Ridge 
bothering y’all, so please don’t 
come to our neighborhood both-
ering us,” Ware said.

Ware said AT&T has already 
been working on the site and 
that Monday’s meeting was just 
a formality.

“I know there is a barb-wired 
fenced there because I climbed 
over it,” Ware said.

Earl Pollock, who said he lives 
less than 200 yards from where 
the tower will be located, said 
he did not have a problem with 
the tower and felt that the city 

needed it.
Ware said that 50 percent of 

people say the presence of such 
towers cause cancer and 50 
percent of people say it doesn’t 
and she didn’t know who to be-
lieve. Ware had no documents 
or studies to argue either side. 
Ware also said it was done with 
secrecy.

Tina Dunn, who also lives in the 
area, said she didn’t know any-
thing about the meeting until the 
day of the meeting.

Keith pointed out where notice 
was published in the local news-
paper weeks prior to the meet-
ing.

“For a point of information 
for the council, on Aug. 28 and 
Sept. 4 a notice was published 
in the Ashley County Ledger,” 
Keith said, reading the notice, 
which specified when the meet-
ings regarding the cell phone 
tower would be held and where 
it would be placed.

Keith also pointed out that a no-
tice was posted on the property 
as required by the ordinance.

Dunn said the neighborhood is 
the most unkept place in the city 
and that they’ve asked for im-

provements and the city has not 
granted them, but they are now 
forcing them to host the tower.

Resident Pam Smith said that 
she had done hours of research, 
but didn’t print any out because 
there was “too much.” She told 
the council about a few Websites 
that have published studies on 
the dangers of cell phone towers 
that contradict what the Federal 
Communications Commission 
says.

In early October, the Federal 
Communications Commission 
released a statement regarding 
the Hamburg tower, confirm-
ing that cell phone towers are 
regulated and that they are not a 
danger to the public. Neil Grace, 
the senior communications advi-
sor for the FCC, said at the time 
that RF emissions from anten-
nas used for cellular and PCS 
transmissions result in exposure 
levels on the ground that are 
typically thousands of times be-
low safety limits. Grace said that 
the safety limits were adopted by 
the FCC based on recommenda-
tions of expert organizations and 
endorsed by agencies of the fed-
eral government responsible for 

health and safety.
Smith asked why the city was 

pushing for the cell phone tower 
so hard. She asked if the city 
was getting grant money for the 
new fire station.

Hamburg Mayor Dane Wein-
dorf said the city isn’t pushing 
the cell phone tower issue and 
that the issue had nothing to do 
with grant money for the new fire 
station.

Greg Staggs, who represented 
the engineering firm who will 
construct the tower, said that he 
does approximately 300 applica-
tions per year and he has never 
been turned down by a city for a 
cell phone tower. He also brought 
maps and documents to present 
to the council to show how and 
why AT&T arrived at the choice 
for a location.

“Our company has been work-
ing on this location where the 
cell phone tower was proposed 
at for quite some time,” Staggs 
said. “From what I understand, 
over 200 people from Hamburg 
signed a petition and sent it to 
AT&T saying we need additional 
coverage in Hamburg. That’s 
why the money is being spent to 

build this tower.”
Kelly Gotsponer spoke repre-

senting First Net, part of the 911 
Commission recommendation 
to bring public safety broadband 
and communications to first re-
sponders. Gotsponer said the 
cell phone tower would improve 
public safety and how not hav-
ing it could negatively impact the 
community.

Ashley County in particular is 
one of those counties that really 
needs additional coverage,” Got-
sponer said. “It’s unreasonable 
for our first responders to carry 
two and three and four devices 
so that they have adequate cov-
erage from every carrier in the 
area.”

Geroganna Cossey with the 
Hamburg Chamber spoke about 
the impact the limited cell phone 
coverage has on the town and 
the economy. Cossey said that 
economically the cell phone tow-
er would boost the town tremen-
dously, but that she didn’t want 
the town’s success to be at the 
expense of any of the residents. 
“I did a bit of research myself to 
decide where I stand on this is-
sue,” Cossey said. She read 
studies from the American Can-
cer Society that state that at this 
time there are no studies confirm-
ing that cell phone towers cause 
harm. She also read a study by 
the International Agency for Re-
search on Cancer and stated the 
exposure to the brain from the 
cell phone based stations is less 
than 1/100th of the exposures 
when we have our phones up to 
our heads.

“They also compare it to mi-
crowaves and I think we all have 
microwaves and cell phones,” 
Cossey said.

Others said there has to be a 
compromise, if the neighborhood 
residents surrounding 513 Hicko-
ry didn’t want it, that maybe a dif-
ferent location could be chosen.

Darius Crite said that he visits 
and works out in the neighbor-
hood in question.

“I think the argument today is 
not whether or not the cell tow-
er causes cancer,” Crite said. “I 
think that maybe the city can find 
an area that accommodates both 
people who do want it and those 
who don’t want it.

“I don’t know if that cell phone 
tower is in the center of town or 
not, but I do feel like there is an 
area that can accommodate both 
people who may feel like they 
could get cancer from it or not.”

Staggs explained that the 
company had already invested 
money in studying where the per-
fect location would be and had 
already spent time reaching out 
to property owners to come to 
an agreement. The likelihood of 
AT&T spending time to research 
another location is unlikely con-
sidering there is a waiting list.

A few of the council members 
spoke and asked questions fol-
lowing the 13 speakers. All of the 
council agreed the city needs the 
tower and some even said if there 
was an option to compromise they 
would look into it, but AT&T didn’t 
give the option. Councilwoman 
Derinda Stanley said she has to 
drive to Crossett at times to use 
her phone and that she had been 
one of the people advocating for 
better cell service.

When it came time to vote on 
the issue, Smith asked if Council-
woman Beverly Mays was going 
to be allowed to vote since her 
family had an interest in the prop-
erty in question.

Mays said that she had gotten 
25 calls from people in her Ward 
— which is the neighborhood in 
question — and of all of the calls 
only five of them want the tower. 
Therefore, her vote would have 
been against the tower because 
she wants to represent her peo-
ple; however, since members of 
the audience were concerned 
about her vote being biased, she 
refrained.

The council voted 4:1 to deny 
the appeal with Councilman Dan-
iel Shelton being the sole “no” 
vote. Keith said denying the ap-
peal meant that the cell phone 
tower construction could pro-
ceed.

Ware said before the meeting 
closed that she would be filing 
another appeal in circuit court.

Location Appeal Denied, Cell Tower To Go Up


