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Last Straw 

Looks 

For Clean 

County
The Last Straw Initiative hosted 

a cleanup day in Crossett and 
has others planned for the future 
in Ashley County and surround-
ing areas. 

Matt Sharp, Bryson Green, 
and Sean Duncan, all members 
of Last Straw, have decided that 
enough is enough and hope to 
clean up the county and encour-
age others to keep it clean. 

“They aren’t doing this for rec-
ognition, but I want to be sure 
they get it,” Judge Jim Hudson 
said about the group.

According to Hudson, the group 
and volunteers spent last Satur-
day cleaning nearly a mile and 
half of Hancock Road and col-
lected approximately 46 commer-
cial size trash bags of trash.

The Last Straw Initiative along 
with volunteers Ian McClain, 
Leigha Sharp, and Rosie Henry 
cleaned up trash for more than 
12 hours, Hudson said. 

Sharp said the sheer amount of 
trash collected is an example of 
how bad the litter problem really 
is in Ashley County. The group 
hopes to make people aware that 
their one cigarette butt or one 
coke can, when combined with 
the rest of the population’s, can 
add up to 47 bags of trash.

“What we hope is with a solid 
visual documentation along side 
informative numbers such as 
total weight, number of bags, 
length of time it takes to clean 
and an estimated distance, we 
will give people something tan-
gible that will pull them on board 
and encourage them to be more 
aware of their surroundings and 
responsibilities,” Sharp said. 

Sharp and his fellow members 
really want to bring awareness 
to littering and to the fact that it 
is not the county or the city’s job 
to clean up, but the responsibility 
of the citizens to not litter. Other 
places in the state do not appear 
to have the litter problem that 
Ashley County has, Sharp said. 

Though Sharp doesn’t know the 
specific reason people here are 
so quick to litter, he said it could 
be lack of pride or it could be that 
they simply don’t understand how 
bad it makes the community look, 
not to mention the environmental 
problems it causes. 

“It must be something, and we 
just hope we can change the way 
people see it,” Sharp said. 

Sharp says the biggest goal of 
their group is about more than 
working in the heat to clean up lit-
ter, it’s about encouraging people 
to help prevent the issue at the 
source. 

“The biggest part people can 
play in this initiative is simply not 
littering,” Sharp said. “Putting 
their cigarette butts in a bottle or 
can instead of out their window, 
holding on to that cup for another 
100 steps until they reach a trash 
can.” 

By focusing on litter preven-
tion, community pride, and public 
education on the matter, Sharp 
and his group hope to not only 
clean up the county but to keep 
it clean.

 “What we really hope to con-
vey is that getting out there and 
cleaning it up will never fix the 
problem and at this rate we will 
never be able to keep it clean,” 
Sharp said. “If we can change the 
way people see this issue, the 
rest will fall into place.” 

Sharp said when those changes 
are made his group will no longer 
be posting 46 bags of trash.

“That’s where we want to be, 
that’s our goal,” Sharp said.  

The next cleanup day is set for 
Sept. 7 and will be also be on 
Hancock Road. 

Teen Dies 

While In 

Custody 
A spokesperson for the Ashley 

County sheriff’s department con-
firmed that an incarcerated minor 
died early Wednesday morning. 

According to Daniel Watson 
with the ASCO, the 17 year old 
died in the early morning hours of 
Aug. 21 at Ashley County Medi-
cal Center. 

Watson said the teen had previ-
ously been charged as an adult 
with battery second for driving an 
ATV into a deputy while fleeing. 
The minor had since paroled out 
on that charge and was picked up 
for violating parole.

“The teen was incarcerated for 
violating the terms of his parole,” 
Watson said. 

The minor had been charged 
with alleged felony fleeing and al-
leged felony aggravated assault 
which is why he was incarcerated 
at the time of the incident. 

The incident is being investigat-
ed by Arkansas State Police and 
no other information was avail-
able at press time.

Ashley County Medical Center 
announced the addition of Dr. 
Kenneth Prather to their team. A 
native of El Dorado, Prather re-
ceived his medical degree from 
the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences in 1981. At the 
start of his career, Dr. Prather 
worked in El Dorado and other 
surrounding towns’ emergency 
departments and has been medi-
cal director for the Wound Care 
and Hyperbaric Center in El Do-
rado the past 11 years.

He is the new team leader in the 
ACMC Advanced Wound Healing 
Center, Wound Clinic. The clinic 
consists of physicians and regis-
tered nurses who have received 
special training in wounds.

Dr. Prather and his team will 
assess wound and discuss treat-
ment options with patients so 
that they can be involved in the 
decision making. A wide range 
of wounds are seen such as ra-
diation tissue damage, soft tissue 
infections, osteoradionecrosis, 
compromised skin grafts, os-
teomyelitis, non-healing surgi-
cal wounds, diabetes related 

New Doctor

Joins Area

Medical 

Workers

Hamburg’s football season begins with the annual purple and white game. (Above) Conor Jones hands the ball off the Gavin Har-

rod. (Below) The players and coaches circle up after the game to hear from head coach Cecil Ray Cossey.

State officials say that an al-
leged gun violence threat has no 
corroborating or useful evidence, 
but local officials are going to 
keep a close eye just in case.

According to a press release 
from Bill Sadler with the Arkan-
sas State Police, the ASP has 
been in close contact in recent 
days with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation as they attempt 
to identify the source of an al-
leged threat of gun violence at 
an undisclosed Arkansas school 
reportedly planned for later this 

week. 
Variations of the threat have 

circulated on social media, some 
claiming that the origin of the 
post was an internet user who 
was located in another country. 
According to a release issued by 
a North Arkansas school district, 
the alleged threat stated that a 
school shooting would occur in 
the state of Kentucky on Aug. 28 
and in Arkansas on Aug. 29 with 
no specific school identified in ei-
ther scenario.

Sheriff Tommy Sturgeon said 

he was informed that the threat 
was made online through a video 
game but that the source of the 
threat could not be traced. Stur-
geon also said he wasn’t aware 
of anything specifically related 
to Ashley County and that the 
statement issued by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation was 
just a general warning to every 
school in the state.

“We hope it’s just a bogus 
threat, but safety is a priority,” 
Sturgeon said.

He added that he is working 

closely with Hamburg Schools 
and Hamburg Police Chief John-
ny Oliver to monitor the situation. 
The departments both plan to 
have extra patrol throughout the 
entire week.

According to the release issued 
by ASP, “At this time no corrobo-
rating evidence or useful details 
have been uncovered in regard 
to the information provided to the 
FBI.”

A spokesperson for the ASP 
said the state police will continue 
to keep law enforcement branch-

es across the state informed if 
any other information comes 
available.  

The Arkansas State Police asks 
that if anyone has information 
about a threat of violence wheth-
er the site of the threat may be 
a school or other public place, 
to contact the nearest Arkansas 
State Police Office or local law 
enforcement agency. 

A complete listing of state 
police offices can be found at 
https://asp.arkansas.gov/divi-
sions/highway-patrol/.

Threat Of School Violence In State Uncorroborated
Local Law Enforcement Offices Promise Extra Patrols Regardless

Hamburg High School band members take the time to pose for a photo together before the start of the school year.

Labor Day 
Closing

The office of the Ashley County 
Ledger will be closed Monday, 
Sept. 2 in observance of Labor 
Day.
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