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Hamburg’s mayor for the last 
decade died Saturday at the age 
of 74.

Mayor Dane Weindorf had 
battled cancer for several years, 
and died Feb. 20 of complica-
tions following a surgery.

Before he was mayor, Weindorf 
was a grocery store owner, start-
ing with one in Crossett in 1972, 
and eventually expanding with a 
business partner, Joe Foote. Joe 
and Dane Enterprises — JADE’s 
— eventually became seven 
stores. 

Weindorf retired from the gro-

cery store business after 30 
years and ran for Hamburg may-
or, defeating then-mayor Gordon 
Hennington at the ballot box. He 
took office in 2011 and served 
until the time of his death.

City Clerk Peggy Akers had al-
ready been elected to her posi-
tion when Weindorf took office, 
and served as the clerk for the 
entirety of his service.

“It was a pleasure to work with 
Dane,” Akers said. “We could sit 
down and discuss things, and 
most of the time everything was 
kind of eye-to-eye, but if we dis-

agreed on anything at all, he was 
always very willing to listen. He 
would just say, ‘Peggy, keep me 
on track.’

“He really had a heart for the 
city.”

As the city’s lead executive, 
Weindorf oversaw infrastructure 
upgrades and successfully ral-
lied voters to adopt a half-cent 
sales tax that funded significant 
improvements to city parks and 
built a new fire station. 

Most recently, the late mayor 
had pushed for — and rejoiced 
publicly when it came through 

— the installation of high speed 
Internet in Hamburg.

“The mayor was very dedicat-
ed to seeing Hamburg improve 
and taking care of its citizens,” 
City Attorney Paul Keith said. 
“He was innovative without be-
ing revolutionary, and was al-
ways looking for opportunities to 
make things better in Hamburg. 
For me, he was very easy to 
work with; we had a great rela-
tionship.”

Weindorf is survived by his 
wife Annette, sons Dax and 
Blake, and daughters Leslie and 

Angie, as well as eight grand-
children and seven great-grand-
children. While final service an-
nouncements have not been 
announced, the family has said 
it will include an outdoor memo-
rial service at Hamburg City Park 
under the direction of Jones-
Hartshorn Funeral Home.

At City Hall, Akers is tempo-
rarily acting in the role of major 
based on an opinion Keith of-
fered following Weindorf’s death.

“Right now, in my opinion the 
City Clerk is the mayor and the 
council has the authority to ap-

point an acting mayor who will 
serve until a new one is elected,” 
Keith said. “They do that by ma-
jority vote. The final resolution is 
that, because there was more 
than a year left in the mayor’s 
term, there will have to be a spe-
cial election to elect a new may-
or to complete that term.”

Keith said that he is research-
ing what needs to be done by 
what deadline so that the council 
can schedule an election.

The council’s regularly sched-
uled meeting for Monday was re-
scheduled for Thursday at 5 p.m.

City Mourns Loss Of Mayor, Continues Operations

Workers for the city of Hamburg resumed operations Monday after snow and ice from last week’s storms receded. Other services 
returned as well such as pickup and deliveries by the U.S. Postal Service and supply deliveries to local stores.

There’s still time to enjoy one of 
the many private-land locations 
reserved throughout the state 
through the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission’s Wildlife Man-
agement Division’s Waterfowl 
Rice Incentive Conservation En-
hancement Program, you’ll just 
need to switch from the shotgun 
to binoculars, spotting scope and 
camera. 

Until Feb. 28, people interested 
in viewing wildlife on any of the 
WRICE program locations may 
do so without any special per-
mits or permissions.

Anyone interested in birdwatch-
ing or viewing other wildlife on a 
WRICE field can find descrip-
tions and locations of the areas 

under contract with the AGFC at 
www.agfc.com/WRICE.

Parking at each location is al-
lowed only in designated parking 
areas on the maps, and access 
is by foot.

“We are asking visitors not 
to travel down any farmroads 
or turnrows that aren’t publicly 
maintained roads,” Luke Naylor, 
waterfowl program coordinator 
for the AGFC, said. “If the road 
doesn’t appear to be well main-
tained, the best decision is not 
to drive on it. These private land-
owners are opening their proper-
ty up for the public to enjoy and 
we want to continue the good 
relationships we’ve built with this 
program. If you have any ques-

tions, consult the map online.”
Originally designed to prevent 

fall tillage where rice producers 
would normally turn under waste 
rice and stubble that still has 
great value to migratory birds, 
including waterfowl, the WRICE 
program was expanded last year 
to include hunting opportunities, 
then expanded even further this 
season thanks to a Natural Re-
sources Conservation Services 
Voluntary Public Access grant. 
While the program rightfully cap-
tured many people’s attention for 
the increased waterfowl hunting 
opportunities on private land, an 
element never before explored in 
the world’s duck-hunting capital, 
its primary role still is to put more 

valuable habitat on the ground 
for migratory birds.

In addition to waterfowl spe-
cies, many types of shorebirds 
and wading birds make use of 
flooded rice fields, including 
greater and lesser yellowlegs, 
rails, grebes, herons, egrets 
and sandpipers. Even in fields 
where waste rice grain has been 
depleted, decomposing rice 
stubble creates the perfect envi-
ronment for invertebrates many 
avian species need for protein 
as well as nutrients to benefit 
egg production.

According to the AGFC’s Wild-
life Management Division, more 
than 1,000 unique hunters ap-
plied to hunt one of the AGFC’s 

Waterfowl Rice Incentive Con-
servation Enhancement Pro-
gram fields at some point during 
the 2020-21 duck season. 

Of those applicants, more than 
300 were able to draw and bring 
three hunting partners to enjoy 
the opportunity to hunt, open-
ing hunting opportunities up to a 
possible 1,200 hunters last sea-
son. 

With the added benefit of wild-
life watching throughout Febru-
ary, the program stands as a 
shining example of conserva-
tion efforts that serve many user 
groups as well as the resource. 

For more information about the 
WRICE program, visit www.agfc.
com/WRICE. 

WRICE Fields Still Offering Benefits For 
Waterfowl, Birdwatchers, And Wildlife Viewers

There are some things that, 
even when you know it’s com-
ing, no one’s happy when it gets 
here.

Last week, Tom Barber, ex-
tension weed scientist for the 
University of Arkansas Sys-
tem Division of Agriculture, an-
nounced that he and several fel-
low researchers had confirmed 
a strain of glufosinate-resistant 
Palmer amaranth — commonly 
known as pigweed — in Missis-
sippi County.

Glufosinate, an herbicide mar-
keted under the name Liberty, is 
one of the few remaining chem-
istries that are effective in con-
trolling pigweed in soybeans and 
other crops.

“We have put a lot of selection 
pressure on glufosinate the last 
10 years or more, so no, it is not 
surprising,” Barber said, “and 
likely was inevitable.”

In a Feb. 15 article published on 
the Arkansas Row Crops Blog, 
Barber noted that in the summer 
of 2020, two fields in Mississippi 
County that had received three 
applications of glufosinate did 
not effectively control pigweed in 
the area. 

“Researchers collected seed 
from both sites, and took the 
samples to Fayetteville to over-
winter in a Division of Agriculture 

research greenhouse.
After several rounds of test-

ing, the Mississippi County 
samples were found to be at 
least 15 times more resistant to 
glufosinate than the “susceptible 
standard” against which plant 
herbicides are typically judged 
for effectiveness. A third sample, 
taken from a field in neighboring 
Crittenden County, was found to 
be 3.5 times more resistant to 
the herbicide.

“This finding will represent the 
first documented case of broad-
leaf resistance to glufosinate 
herbicide in the world,” Barber 
wrote.

As much of modern row crop 
production hinges on effective 
weed control, increasing resis-
tance to existing technologies 
could augur more difficulty in 
maintaining yields and profit-
ability for farmers in the United 
States and elsewhere.

“In cotton or soybean crops, 
the options are limited, espe-
cially post-emergence,” Barber 
said. “We recommend using two 
effective residual herbicides at 
planting for residual pigweed 
control in both crops, plus para-
quat at planting to make sure we 
start clean.”

Paraquat is marketed as 
Gramoxone.

Barber said dicamba is an op-
tion for post-emergent pigweed, 
although the Arkansas State 
Plant Board has implemented 
a May 25 cut-off date. Further, 
the availability of dicamba often 
seems in jeopardy, one year to 
the next, as the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and 
various courts have offered con-
tradictory decisions and rever-
sals over the last several years. 
The Enlist system can also pro-
vide an option for post-emergent 
weed control for pigweed, he 
said.

“The best plan is to rotate to 
corn or rice on the acre if pos-
sible as well as remove all pig-
weed escapes, which will reduce 
seed returning to the seed bank,” 
Barber said.

Tommy Butts, extension weed 
scientist for the Division of Agri-
culture and co-author of the Feb. 
15 blog post, emphasized the 
need for growers to help slow 
herbicide resistance in weed 
populations by avoiding overre-
liance on individual methods of 
control.

“Now, more than ever, it is a 
must to diversify weed control 
strategies and implement an 
integrated weed management 
approach including cultural, me-
chanical, and preventative tac-

tics,” Butts said.
To learn more about row crop 

agriculture in Arkansas, visit 
the Arkansas Row Crops Blog 
at https://arkansascrops.uaex.
edu/. For the most up-to-date 
weed science information, visit 
http://uaex.edu/weeds.

To learn more about extension 
programs in Arkansas, contact 
the local Cooperative Extension 
Service agent or visit http://www.
uada.edu/.

Mention of commercial prod-
ucts does not imply endorsement 
by the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture.
About the Division of Agriculture

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture’s 
mission is to strengthen agricul-
ture, communities, and families 
by connecting trusted research 
to the adoption of best practices. 
Through the Agricultural Experi-
ment Station and the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, the Di-
vision of Agriculture conducts 
research and extension work 
within the nation’s historic land 
grant education system. 

The Division of Agriculture is 
one of 20 entities within the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System. It 
has offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on five sys-
tem campuses.  

As Options Dwindle, New Resistance 

Emerges In Pigweedtinues Operations

The Keep Arkansas Beauti-
ful Commission (KAB) has an-
nounced that registration is open 
for its annual spring cleanup, the 
Keep America Beautiful™ Great 
American Cleanup® in Arkan-
sas. Arkansans across the state 
are encouraged to get outside 
and participate in local cleanup 
efforts throughout the spring 
season.

Organized by KAB, the Keep 
America Beautiful™ Great Amer-
ican Cleanup® in Arkansas be-
gins on March 1, and various 
cleanup, beautification 
and recycling efforts 
will be held across 
the state until May 
31. During the 
nation’s largest 
community im-
provement effort, 
Arkansans volun-
teer annually to clean 
up and beautify their com-
munities throughout a multitude 
of cleanup events.

Communities and groups are 
invited to sign up to organize a 
local cleanup this year at https://
bit.ly/KABSignUp. Cleanup orga-
nizers can use KAB’s free, print-
ready promotional items to help 
recruit volunteers and learn how 
to organize a cleanup. Resourc-
es are available at http://bit.ly/
KABClean. Volunteers can find 
local cleanups on the calendar 
of events at http://bit.ly/KABevnt.

“As warmer weather ap-
proaches and we look forward 
to heading outside to enjoy what 
Arkansas has to offer, we in-
vite all Arkansans to take pride 
in their state by removing litter, 
recycling and getting involved 
in a local event near you,” said 
Mark Camp, executive director 
of KAB.

During KAB’s two annual clean-
up events last year, volunteers 
removed 410,197 pounds of 
bulky waste across 1,038 miles 
of roadside, 116 miles of water-
way and shorelines, and 671 
acres of parks and public areas. 
Arkansans also collected 3,496 
tires, recycled 19,904 pounds 
of electronics and planted 384 
trees, shrubs and flowers.

“In 2020, we were able to 
remove more than 150,000 
pounds of litter during 212 clean-
up events,’’ said Camp. “We 
are thankful for each Arkansan 
who participated last year dur-
ing these challenging times. It’s 
because of them that volunteers 
can find so many local cleanup 
and beautification events near 
them.”

The Keep Arkansas Beautiful 
Commission (KAB), consisting 
of a professional staff of three 

and a nine-member advisory 
board appointed by the 

governor, is a divi-
sion of the Arkan-
sas Department of 
Parks, Heritage 
and Tourism. As a 
certified state affili-

ate of Keep America 
Beautiful Inc., KAB 

inspires and educates 
individuals to reduce litter, re-

cycle and keep Arkansas beauti-
ful. KAB is funded by 1 percent 
of the eighth-cent Conservation 
Tax. For more information, visit 
KeepArkansasBeautiful.com. 

Keep America Beautiful, the na-
tion’s iconic community improve-
ment nonprofit organization, 
inspires and educates people to 
take action every day to improve 
and beautify their community 
environment. It strives to end lit-
tering, improve recycling and 
beautify America’s communities, 
so that everyone can live in a 
community that is clean, green 
and beautiful. Behavior change 
– steeped in education, research 
and behavioral science – is the 
cornerstone of Keep America 
Beautiful. The organization em-
powers generations of commu-
nity and environmental stewards 
through volunteer programs, 
hands-on experiences, educa-
tional curricula, practical advice 
and other resources. 

It is driven by the work and pas-
sion of more than 600 certified 
affiliates, millions of volunteers, 
and the collaborative support of 
corporate partners, social and 
civic service organizations, aca-
demia, municipalities, elected of-
ficials and individuals. 

Volunteers Needed 

For Keep Arkansas 

Beautiful’s Annual 

Spring Cleanup


