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Sen. Ben Gilmore and Rep. 
Howard M. Beaty Jr., both of 
Crossett, were awarded the 
2021 Statesman Award by 
Family Council Action 
Committee. 

Gilmore and Beaty received 
the award for making an A on the 
2021 Family Council Action 
Committee legislative report 
card. Recipients of this award 
are recognized for their votes 
during the 93rd General 
Assembly on the bills scored in 
the report card. 

The legislators received their 
awards Sunday, Aug. 29 at First 
Baptist Church in Crossett. 

During the 2021 legislative 
session Gilmore was the lead 

Senate sponsor of SB527, now 
Act 740, which amends laws 
concerning abortion facility 
requirements. This new law 
requires written agreements 
between an abortion facility and 
a hospital and requires abortion 
facilities to post information 
regarding human trafficking. 

Senator Gilmore is serving in 
his first term as a state senator 
and is a marketing and commu-
nications consultant. During the 
93rd General Assembly, Senator 
Gilmore serves on the Senate 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare, and Labor and the 
Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Economic Development. 

Senator Gilmore is a member 
and trustee of First Baptist 
Church of Crossett and resides 
in Crossett.

Rep. Beaty is serving in his first 
term as a state representative 
and is a banker. He currently 
serves on the House City, 
County, and Local Affairs 
Committee and the House 
Revenue and Taxation 
Committee. He is involved in 
growing the community and is 
the president of the Crossett 
Economic Development 
Foundation. 

He is also the president and 
board member of the Friends of 
Crossett Public Library and a 
Paul Harris Fellow of the Rotary 

Foundation of Rotary 
International. 

Beaty was an advocate of the 
Arkansas Kids Program Act 
which created a school choice 
program for about 250 low 
income students by providing 
them a scholarship for educa-
tional expenses towards a non-
public school that best fits the 
student. 

He is resides in Crossett and is 
a member of First Baptist Church 
where he serves as a trustee 
and chair of facilities use.  

The awards were presented to 
Sen. Gilmore and Rep. Beaty by 
Ken Yang, political director of 
Family Council Action Committee 
based in Little Rock. 

“Legislators regularly face 
tough votes at the State Capitol 
and their hard work, good votes, 
and dedication to Christian fami-
ly values are often unknown to 
the public,” said Yang. We chose 
votes on bills based on our core 
belief in promoting, protecting, 
and strengthening traditional 
family values. We are thankful 
for Senator Gilmore’s and 
Representative Beaty’s votes on 
those bills that reflect our mis-
sion,” stated Yang, “we are 
pleased to present them with the 
2021 Statesman Award.” 

Family Council Action 
Committee is slated to present 
awards to legislators through 
2021.

Area Legislators Are Presented ‘Statesman’ Awards

A local teenager died in a sin-
gle-vehicle crash in Milo on Sun-
day afternoon. The vehicle was 
reportedly an ATV.

While the Arkansas State Police 
have withheld the victim’s name 
because of their age as a minor, 
social media posts identified the 
victim as a student of the Ham-
burg School District.

“We are deeply saddened and 
heart broken that a ninth grade 
student of ours was in a tragic 
accident this afternoon,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Tracy Streeter 
posted on social media. “We will 
address the needs of support 
and grief that any staff and/or 
student may have in regards to 
this loss. On behalf of Hamburg 
School District, we send our con-
dolences. Please keep this family 
in your thoughts and prayers.”

The ASP’s initial fatal crash re-
port said that the victim was in a 
1990 Honda Foreman traveling 
westbound on State Highway 189 
near the intersection with Ashley 
495 at the time of the crash.

“(Vehicle) appears to have had 
some sort of mechanical issues 
and began overturning end over 
end,” the report says. “(The) driv-
er was thrown from (the) vehicle.”

The Honda Foreman landed in 
the westbound lane of traffic after 
the driver left it, the report said.

Trooper Ross Allen prepared 
the state police report after re-
sponding at 1:28 p.m., Sept. 12. 
The road conditions were report-
edly dry and the weather was 
clear.

The Hamburg Lions played 
their second game of the year at 
Camden-Fairview High School 
Friday. 

The Cardinals claimed the win 
52-0.

During the matchup, Camden-

Fairview’s point breakdown was 
14 points in the first quarter; 35 
points in the second quarter; and 
3 points in the third quarter.

The loss sets the Lions’ record 
at 0-2 for the season.

Their next game is at home, 

when they will host Rison on 
Sept. 17.

The Rison Wildcats have a 1-1 
record. Their win for the season 
thus far was at home, and their 
loss was at an away game. So 
far they have faced Fordyce and 

Bald Knob. The Bald Knob game 
ended 24-0 in the Wildcats’ fa-
vor.

Hamburg’s first conference 
matchup will be the Homecom-
ing game against the DeWitt 
Dragons.

Whenever you think you’ve 
seen it all, you can always rely 
on Mother Nature to remind you: 
You’re not even close. Espe-
cially in Arkansas, which hosts 
not only its own native oddities, 
but is increasingly visited by 
strangeness from afar.

This brings us to hammerhead 
worms — a complex of spe-
cies in several genera known 
as planarians, or terrestrial flat-
worms. Though native to tropi-
cal and subtropical Southeast 
Asia, hammerhead worms have 
become invasive worldwide, and 
have been reported in Arkansas 
for at least a decade.

Jon Zawislak, extension apia-
rist for the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture, 
said hammerhead worms tend to 
prefer climates like those found 
in Arkansas.

“The worms are thought to 
have been accidentally trans-
ported in soil through the global 
horticultural trade,” Zawislak 
said. “These flatworms prefer 
warm climates and feel right at 
home in the southeastern United 
States.”

Because they require moist 
conditions, the worms are un-
common in the drier western 
deserts and mountain regions 
but can thrive in greenhouses 
anywhere that maintain the right 
conditions, Zawislak added.

Multiple species have been 
introduced into North America 
since at least 1901, but data 
on their distribution is spotty 
in many places. One species, 
known as Bipalium kewense, 
or the Shovel‐Headed Garden 
Worm, has been observed in 10 
different counties in Arkansas. 
Several similar‐looking species 
have also been found in neigh-

boring states, including Bipalium 
adventitium, B. pennsylvanicum, 
Bipalium vagum and Diversibi-
palium multilineatum.

Reports of these invasive 
worms to county agents have 
become increasingly more com-
mon in the last year.

“Gardeners have become 
aware of these worms because 
of photos and stories on social 
media and are now more alert 
and concerned about their pres-
ence here,” Zawislak said.

So the questions become: 
What do these non‐native worms 
do? And what should homeown-
ers do about them?

The most visually distinctive 
characteristic of these worms 
is their broad, spade‐shaped 
head. Bipalium kewense has a 
long flattened body that typically 
grows to eight to 12 inches, and 
sometimes even longer. They 
are light-colored, with one to five 
dark, thin dorsal stripes. These 
worms are carnivorous and will 
prey on insect larvae, slugs, 
snails, and various earthworm 
species.

Hammerhead worms are also 
known to cannibalize each other. 
They can store food reserves in 
their bodies and survive several 
weeks without eating.

Hard to handle
Many species of hammerhead 

worms contain a potent neuro-
toxin called tetrodotoxin, which 
they use to immobilize their prey 

and defend against predators. 
This is the same toxin found in 
pufferfish and a few other ani-
mals. When they secrete this 
substance, it can irritate your 
skin if handled, and will sicken 
pets if eaten. As a precaution, 
gardeners should never handle 
these worms without gloves.

While generally found in warm-
er climates, hammerhead worms 
can survive cold conditions by 
seeking shelter. They tend to 
avoid the light and are typically 
found resting in cool, damp loca-
tions during the day, while they 
prefer to move and feed at night. 
They may be spotted under 
rocks, logs or thick vegetation.

Hammerhead worms are her-
maphrodites and can mate with 
any member of their species, but 
more often reproduce asexually 
by fragmentation.

“Like many other planarians, if 
cut into pieces, these creatures 
can regenerate each part into 
a whole fully‐developed worm 
within a couple of weeks,” Za-
wislak said. “If injured, they can 
quickly regenerate damaged 
tissue. These worms regularly 
break off pieces of their tails as 
they move along, leaving a bit 
behind to become a new worm. 
This ability likely contributes to 
their success in colonizing new 
habitats.”

On the home front
Hammerhead worms are con-

sidered highly invasive, Zawislak 

said, and a potential threat to lo-
cal earthworm populations, as 
well as gastropods such as slugs 
and snails.

“Many earthworms have been 
introduced to North America 
from Europe and other places, 
and are beneficial to our gardens 
and lawns because they aerate 
the soil, decompose and recycle 
nutrients, serve as food for birds 
and other animals and are handy 
fish bait,” Zawislak said. “But 
these earthworms have been 
present here for so long, they 
have integrated into our ecology, 
and may disrupt its balance if 
they are removed now.”

Because of their cryptic hab-
its, ability to reproduce by frag-
menting and their lack of natural 
enemies in North America, ham-
merhead worms will likely prove 
impossible to control.

“They disperse slowly on their 
own but are probably spread by 
people more rapidly than we are 
aware,” Zawislak said. “Worms 
can be transported with potted 
plant nursery stock, in truckloads 
of topsoil or by construction 
earthmoving equipment. There’s 
no economically feasible method 
to monitor, control or eradicate 
these invasive worms.

“Hammerhead worms do have 
the potential to upset the eco-
system by preying on benefi-
cial worms as well as slugs and 
snails,” he said. “But since they 
are also cannibalistic, they may 

prove to be their own worst en-
emies.”

Hand-to-hand
Zawislak said that if a gardener 

spots a hammerhead worm, he 
or she shouldn’t hesitate to kill it.

“But you don’t want to chop it 
in half with your garden trowel,” 
he said. “Using gloves, place it 
into a plastic bag or other con-
tainer with salt and vinegar, then 
freeze it overnight before dispos-
ing of it.”

Arkansans can report any sus-
pected invasive species to the 
Arkansas Department of Agri-
culture’s Cooperative Agriculture 
Pest Survey office at https://
www.agriculture.arkansas.gov/
plant-industries/regulatory-sec-
tion/ag-pest-survey-program/.

Zawislak said that while re-
searchers are aware that ham-
merhead worms are present in 
Arkansas, residents have as yet 

to record many sightings. https://
www.inaturalist.org/ is a citizen 
science project attempting to 
catalog all living things. Arkan-
sans can upload observations 
and be among the first to help 
track the spread of this invasive 
worm. To see their current known 
distribution, or to learn more, 
visit https://www.inaturalist.org/
taxa/64221-Bipalium-kewense. 
Visitors to the site can also look 
up any other known plant, ani-
mal, bird, fish, insect or fungi.

To learn about extension pro-
grams in Arkansas, contact the 
local Cooperative Extension 
Service agent or visit www.uaex.
uada.edu. To learn more about 
Division of Agriculture research, 
visit the Arkansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station website: 
https://aaes.uark.edu. To learn 
more about the Division of Agri-
culture, visit https://uada.edu/. 

Hammerhead Worms Are Found In Multiple Arkansas Counties

Accident 
Ends Young 
Life, School 

Prepares 
For Grieving

Hammerhead worms feature broad, spade-shaped heads.

Lions To Host Wildcats After Cardinal Loss

After reaching a $7.48 high 
in mid-August, the July wheat 
futures market fell to below $7 
this week, and the outlook for 
the commodity’s profit margin is 
mixed at best. 

Scott Stiles, extension econo-
mist for the University of Arkan-
sas System Division of Agri-
culture, said increases in input 
costs, such as fuel, seed and fer-
tilizer, are offsetting much of the 
increased revenue from higher 
wheat prices. Variable costs for 
the 2022 crop are projected to 

be near $334 per acre—up al-
most $85 per acre from last year. 

“I hope growers were watch-
ing closely and locked in prices 
above $7,” Stiles said. “There 
was a stretch from the end of 
July until about Sept. 7 they 
could do that. Unfortunately, as 
we get closer to planting, the 
July 2022 futures prices have 
dropped about 65 cents from the 
mid-August peak.” 

As of Friday morning, futures 
prices were trading at $6.83. 
Stiles said the basis for June/

July delivery in 2022 currently 
ranges from zero to 30 cents 
under the futures price, depend-
ing on where growers will deliver 
their harvested wheat for sale. 

“At this point, some growers 
may be looking at booking prices 
in the range of $6.80 to $6.50,” 
he said. 

Stiles said increases in fertil-
izer prices have had the greatest 
impact on wheat profitability, with 
per-ton prices for urea having in-
creased 60 percent over the past 
year, and potash prices having 

increased more than 90 percent 
during the same period.  

“Prices for all the major fertil-
izers increased again last week, 
as Hurricane Ida impacted some 
nitrogen fertilizer production and 
caused logistical challenges 
such as river navigation,” he 
said. 

Stiles said agriculture experts 
are anticipating higher seed 
costs and higher fuel costs, 
relative to last year.  New York 
Mercantile Exchange diesel fu-
tures have nearly doubled over 

the past year, with nearby futures 
currently trading at $2.14/gallon, 
compared to $1.08 a year ago.   

“Returns — excluding govern-
ment payments — will vary for 
producers, depending on a num-
ber of factors,” he said. The price 
currently used for assumptions in 
the 2022 wheat budget is $6.80/
bushel. Projected returns above 
variable costs are $142 per acre, 
assuming a 70 bushel per acre 
yield. 

“Our projected returns in the 
budget do not include any land 
rent,” Stiles said. “The $142 re-
turn over variable costs is as-
suming the operator either owns 
the land or will have to cover land 
cost from those returns. Typically, 
producers are paying a 20-25 
percent share rent, or even 30 
percent in some areas.  

“On a 20 percent share, the re-
turns over variable costs drop to 
$47 per acre,” he said. “On a 25 
percent share rent, the returns 
drop further to $23 per acre. For 
the growers looking at a $6.50 
net price, these returns are even 
tighter.    

“Each grower has to evaluate 
wheat through his own lens,” he 
said.  

“At the current price for wheat, 
which is historically high, I wish I 
could be more optimistic,” Stiles 
said. “But the sharp increase in 
key inputs over the past year has 
really taken a bite out of potential 
profits.” 

An updated PDF and Excel 
wheat budget for 2022 has been 
posted to the Cooperative Exten-
sion Service (CES) field crop en-
terprise budgets website and can 
be found at Arkansas Field Crop 
Enterprise Budgets. 

To learn about extension pro-
grams in Arkansas, contact the 
local Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice agent.

Wheat Decisions Tangled By Inputs, Futures

Hamburg Lions fall to Camden-Fairview Cardinals last week in their second non-conference loss.     Photo: Angela Skender Holland


