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Hear insights on the markets 
and production techniques dur-
ing the 2020 winter production 
meetings hosted by the Univer-
sity of Arkansas System Division 
of Agriculture. 

“With the 2019 harvest almost 

in the books, it’s time for growers 
to be thinking ahead toward the 
2020 crop,” said Vic Ford, who 
heads up the agriculture and 
natural resources section of the 
Cooperative Extension Service. 
“These meetings are the bridge 
between the growing season, 
combining lessons learned from 
2019 with insights for the upcom-
ing season.”

The schedule is preliminary, 
so growers are advised to check 
with their county extension offic-
es for details. To see the sched-
ule online visit: http://bit.ly/Yield-
ofDreams2020. 

January 2020

Jan. 3 – DUMAS –Tri-State 
Soybean Forum

Jan. 13 – LAKE CITY – Poin-
sett and Craighead – corn and 
cotton

Jan. 13 – WYNNE – Cross – 
rice and soybean

Jan. 14 – WEINER – Poinsett 
and Craighead – rice and soy-
bean

Jan. 14 – KEISER – Missis-
sippi and Crittenden – corn and 
cotton

Jan. 15 – HAZEN – Lonoke, 
Prairie, Pulaski – rice, soybean 
and corn

Jan.15 – TEXARKANA – South-
west Ark – cotton

Jan. 16 – RECTOR – Clay and 
Greene – corn and cotton

Jan. 16 – DUMAS – Tri-County 
(Desha, Drew, Lincoln) – rice 
and soybean

Jan. 17 – TEXARKANA – 
Southwest Ark – rice, soybean 
and corn

Jan. 27 – STANFORD – morn-
ing at Greene Co. – rice and soy-
bean 

Jan. 27 – CORNING – after-
noon at Clay – rice and soybean

Jan. 28 – MARIANNA – Mid-

Delta (Phillips, St. Francis, Mon-
roe and Lee) – corn and cotton

February 2020

Feb. 3 – AMAGON – Jackson 
and Independence – rice and 
soybean

Feb. 4 – SEARCY— White – 
rice, soybean and corn

Feb. 5 – PINE BLUFF – Jeffer-
son – rice, soybean and corn

Feb. 7 – POCAHONTAS – 
Randolph and Lawrence - rice, 
soybean and corn

Feb. 10 – ARKADELPHIA – 
Clark – rice, soybean, corn and 
cotton

Feb. 11 – STUTTGART – Ar-
kansas – rice and soybean

Feb. 11 – McGEHEE – South-
east Arkansas – corn and cotton

Feb. 12 – MARIANNA – Mid-
Delta (Phillips and Lee) rice and 
soybean

Feb. 14 – LAKE VILLAGE – 
Ashley and Chicot – rice and 

soybean
Feb. 17 – WEST MEMPHIS – 

Crittenden and Mississippi – rice 
and soybean

Feb. 18 – LAKE CITY – North-
east Arkansas – peanuts 

Feb. 19 – McCRORY – Wood-
ruff – rice, soybean and corn

Feb. 19 – MARIANNA – Mid-
Delta – peanuts 

Feb. 20 – PALESTINE – St. 
Francis and Monroe – rice and 
soybean

Feb. 21 – MORRILTON – River 
Valley – soybean and corn

For more about production, 
marketing or decision tools, con-
tact the local Cooperative Exten-
sion Service agent or visit www.
uaex.edu. 
About the Division of Agriculture

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture’s 
mission is to strengthen agricul-
ture, communities, and families 

by connecting trusted research 
to the adoption of best practices. 
Through the Agricultural Experi-
ment Station and the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, the Di-
vision of Agriculture conducts 
research and extension work 
within the nation’s historic land 
grant education system. 

The Division of Agriculture is 
one of 20 entities within the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System. It 
has offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on five sys-
tem campuses.  

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture 
is an equal opportunity/equal 
access/affirmative action institu-
tion. Those requiring a reason-
able accommodation to par-
ticipate or needing materials in 
another format should contact 
the county extension office as 
soon as possible.

Division of Ag Winter Production Meeting Schedule Posted 

Construction has begun on Ar-
kansas’ largest universal, utility-
scale solar energy project – the 
Chicot Solar Energy Center, ac-
cording to a press release issued 
by NextEra Energy Resources 
and Entergy Arkansas. When 
complete, the center will be big-
ger than the Stuttgart Solar En-
ergy Center, which came online 
in 2018 as the state’s largest 
universal solar energy project at 
that time.

“We are pleased that Entergy 
Arkansas and NextEra Energy 
Resources have partnered to-
gether to bring more solar pow-
er to the state,” said Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson. “Utility-scale solar 
keeps electric rates low, and 
the clean, renewable energy it 
provides can be a catalyst for 
economic growth. This project 
is great for Southeast Arkansas 
and is yet another reason our 
future looks bright in the Natural 
State.”

“Entergy Arkansas is already 
the largest solar provider in the 
state, and this project allows us 
to increase what we can provide 
for our customers,” said Laura 
Landreaux, president and CEO 
of Entergy Arkansas. “Large-
scale, universal solar allows us to 
provide the benefits of renewable 
energy to all of our 700,000 cus-
tomers at an economic price.”

The Chicot Solar Energy Cen-
ter will span approximately 825 
acres near Lake Village in Chi-
cot County. Construction will last 
approximately 11 months. Once 
complete, the facility will feature 
approximately 350,000 photovol-
taic solar panels that convert the 
sun’s energy into electricity. The 
solar energy center will have a 
capacity to generate 100 mega-

watts of electricity, or enough to 
power more than 18,000 homes. 
A subsidiary of NextEra Energy 
Resources is developing the 
project and will build, own and 
operate it. The energy will serve 
Entergy Arkansas customers un-
der a 20-year power purchase 
agreement.

“This project will bring good 
jobs, tax benefits and affordable, 
renewable energy to the state 
for decades to come,” said John 
Ketchum, president and CEO 
of NextEra Energy Resources. 
“We are pleased to continue to 
work with our partners at Enter-
gy Arkansas to bring economic, 
renewable energy to customers 
and introduce another universal 
solar project of this scale in Ar-
kansas.”

The project will create a signifi-
cant economic boost for Chicot 
County, creating up to 150 jobs 
during the construction phase, 
according to the release. From 
labor and materials, to housing, 
health care and construction - a 
wide variety of local businesses 
will benefit from the influx of eco-
nomic activity.

“The availability of cost-effec-
tive renewable energy resources 
provides an excellent economic 
development tool as we work to 
attract and retain businesses to 
Arkansas. The construction of 
this utility-scale solar project will 
employ a number of individuals 
and will spur economic activity 
during construction,” said Mike 
Preston, the secretary of the 
Arkansas Department of Com-
merce. “Low electricity rates are 
a significant benefit to economic 
development in Arkansas, and 
the solar facility in Chicot County 
will be an excellent addition to 

Groundbreaking Held For Arkansas’s Largest Solar Energy Project
the state’s electric generation 
resources.”

Over its operational life, the 
Chicot Solar Energy Center is 
expected to generate nearly $7 
million in additional revenue for 
Chicot County, with much of that 
funding going to help Chicot 
County public schools.

•••
NextEra Energy Resources, 

LLC is one of the largest whole-

sale generators of electric power 
in the U.S., with approximately 
21,000 megawatts of net gen-
erating capacity, primarily in 36 
states and Canada as of year-
end 2018. NextEra Energy Re-
sources, together with its affiliat-
ed entities, is the world’s largest 
generator of renewable energy 
from the wind and sun and a 
world leader in battery storage. 
The business operates clean, 

emissions-free nuclear power 
generation facilities in New 
Hampshire, Iowa and Wisconsin 
as part of the NextEra Energy 
nuclear fleet, which is one of the 
largest in the United States.

Entergy Arkansas provides 
electricity to approximately 
700,000 customers in 63 coun-
ties and is an integrated energy 
company engaged primarily in 
electric power production and 

retail distribution operations. En-
tergy owns and operates power 
plants with approximately 30,000 
megawatts of electric generating 
capacity, including nearly 9,000 
megawatts of nuclear power. 
Entergy delivers electricity to 2.9 
million utility customers in Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas. Entergy has annual rev-
enues of $11 billion and approxi-
mately 13,500 employees.

Construction has begun at what will be Arkansas’ second solar farm under contraction by Nextera Energy located near Lake Village. The 
solar farm sits on 800 acres that used to be rice fields. It will house more than 350,000 modules. Similar projects in Ashley County have been 
proposed by various companies though none are definite at this time.           Karen E. Segrave | KES Photo

The Crossett Chapter of Junior 
Auxiliary works all year long to 
fund their Angel Tree Program, 
a project that helps provide toys 
at Christmas for those who need 
extra support around the holi-
days, and they now have placed 
the trees to begin accepting do-
nations. 

Member Katie Jordan said that 
trees are currently up at Centu-
ry Next Bank, First State Bank, 
Walmart, Timberline Federal 
Credit Union, First State Bank, 
Brookshire’s, and Ashley County 
Medical Center. 

The trees have ornaments with 
items that are needed written on 
each ornament. 

People are asked to take the 

ornament, buy the needed item, 
and it return it to one of the loca-
tions. The deadline to donate a 
gift is Dec. 14.

American Bikers Aimed To-
wards Education hosts a toy 
run every year to collect toys for 
the JA Angel Tree projects. This 
year’s toy run will be Dec. 15 at 
2 p.m.

In addition to the Angel Tree 
Program the group also partici-
pates in different events through-
out the year to provide activities 
to children in the community. 
This year some of their projects 
included free pumpkin painting 
at Wiggins Cabin Festival and a 
stick horse rodeo at the Crossett 
Rodeo Festival.

Officers responded to a shots 
fired call in Crossett, but no ar-
rests were made.

On Nov. 29, around 3:30 a.m., 
Crossett Police Officers respond-
er to a shots fired call on the 500 

block of Louisiana Street.
According to Theresa Tolliver, 

a CPD investigator, when the 

police arrived on scene several 
witnesses told the police they 
had heard gunshots. The officers 

Angel Trees Are Going

Up Across Community

reported that they found several 
shell casings in the street and 
two at a residence. No injuries 
were reported. 

No further information was 
available at press time. 
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Crossett PD Called To Residential Area For Shooting

The Crossett Eagles knocked off the number one team in the state to advance to round four of the playoffs Friday when they beat 

the Arkadelphia Badgers 28-27. After leading13-0 in the first quarter the Eagles fell behind after the half 21-13, then took the lead 
again 28-21 at the beginning of the fourth. With two minutes left the Badgers threw an interception but took the ball right back after 

an Eagle fumble. The Badgers were able to score making the game 28-27. Instead of going for a tie with an extra kick, the Badgers 
went for a win with the two-point conversion. Dwight Ashford made the running back bounce it wide, and Kantrell Williams deliv-

ered the initial stop. Jaedon Williams then came along and finished it off which Coach Sonny Nason said was very symbolic of 
the Eagle team. “It takes all of us,” he said. The Eagles will now host Shiloh Christian Academy of Springdale for the semi finals. 
Whoever wins Friday at Yarborough Field will advance to the state championship game in Little Rock at War Memorial Stadium.


