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The Arkansas Court of Appeals 
on Wednesday, June 5, issued 
three opinions involving two Ash-
ley County Circuit Court defen-
dants.

The court ruled in a case in-
volving Lazzerick Black’s appeal 
of a decision in which the Ash-
ley County Circuit Court had re-
voked his probation. Gary Potts, 
who represented Black, filed a 
brief stating that there “were no 
meritorious grounds” to support 
an appeal. He asked also that 
he be relieved as the attorney 
in the case. Judge Waymond M. 
Brown wrote a majority opinion to 
dismiss the appeal and to relieve 
Potts as the attorney.

Black, initially charged with 
one count of a terroristic act and 
one count of first degree battery, 
eventually pleaded guilty to one 
count of aggravated assault. He 
was placed on probation for 72 
months and ordered to pay court 
costs, fees and, with a co-defen-
dant, $1,247.53 in other costs.

The state charged that Black 
violated the terms of his parole, 
failed to report to officers, tested 
positive for alcohol, marijuana 
and cocaine, was behind in pay-
ments on his supervision fee and 
alleged that he had committed 
new felonies.

As a result, the circuit court with 
Judge Robert 

Bynum Gibson Jr. presiding, 
found Black had violated parole 
conditions and sentenced him to 
36 months in prison for aggravat-
ed assault.

In the latest action, the Ark. 
Court of Appeals found that the 
action to revoke probation was 
proper and that there were no 
valid grounds for appeal. The 
Ark. Department of Correction 
web site does not list Black as a 
current inmate.

Two other opinions involve De-
morcus L. Smith, now 33 years 
old, both written by Rita W. Gru-
ber, the chief judge. Judge Gib-
son also heard those cases with 
Potts as the defense attorney.

The cases involve one hear-
ing conducted for two cases and 
resulted in a sentence of eight 
years in prison after a guilty 
plea for second degree sexual 
assault. The second part of the 
proceeding was a probation re-
vocation because Smith had not 
registered as a sex offender. The 
appeals court ordered Potts to 
submit corrections in briefs for 
the two cases.

Unless there are other proceed-
ings, Smith should complete his 
term in December. He is being 
held in Pine Bluff at the Barbara 
Ester Unit of the state prison sys-
tem.

The Hamburg junior high cheerleaders attend Universal Cheerleading Association Cheer Camp at University of Louisiana at Monroe 

(ULM) May 30-June 2. The camp schedule consisted of classes in cheers, sideline chants, dances, and stunts as well as team unity 

and a cheerleader’s responsibility on and off the field. The team was evaluated daily and received top honors (superior ribbons) on 
both evaluations. Six cheerleaders were nominated for and three made the All-American team: Paige Wilson, Addie Leigh Meeks, 

and Paige Young. On the final day of camp the squad earned a second place trophy in Sideline along with first place trophies in 
Cheer, Rally Routine, and Game Day Championships for the small junior high division. Pictured are (front from left) Georgia Cooley, 

Morgan Fulgham, Maci Hickman, Brandi Ceja, Kamryn Jones, Payton Pennington, (back) Bailey Clavet, Julia Ozment, Co-Captain 

Paige Young, Addie Leigh Meeks, Captain Kamarian Smith, and Paige Wilson.

High Mississippi River levels 
are leaving surrounding fields 
soaked in water and unable to be 
worked, leaving farmers months 
behind and losing money, Robert 
Goodson, Phillips County exten-
sion agent for the University of 
Arkansas System Division of Ag-
riculture, said.  

The area has been affected 
since April, Goodson said. 

The high water is more than 
just the Mississippi leaving its 
banks. 

The river water is soaking 
through the soil that makes up 
Arkansas’ delta growing region, 
penetrating the Mississippi River 
Valley alluvial aquifer that under-
lays parts of eastern Arkansas, 
southeast Missouri, northeastern 
Louisiana, western Tennessee 
and western Mississippi.

This water source has been 
critical for Arkansas agriculture. 
In 2000 alone, an estimated 34 
billion liters of water a day was 
withdrawn from the aquifer.  

Farmers have relied on it for 

decades to provide irrigation – 
giving water when the pumps go 
on.  

Since the Mississippi River has 
been swelling, Goodson and 
others have found, that water 
is coming up those pumps un-
bidden, as the Mississippi River 
waters put pressure on under-
ground supplies. The water has 
to go somewhere, and the holes 
punched through the soil for the 
wells provides an easy outlet.   

This “seep water” comes up 
through the ground when the 
Mississippi River is high, and it 
will not drain because there is no 
place for it to go, Goodson said.  

Around 20,000 to 40,000 acres 
are affected, he said. The areas 
affected are on the left side of 
the levee, in the east side of Phil-
lips County.

“The larger volume of water in-
creases the height of the water 
in the river,” said Jeannie Barlow, 
assistant director for water avail-
ability and use studies at the 
U.S. Geological Survey Lower 

Mississippi-Gulf Water Science 
Center. “As that height goes up, 
we see the river levels go up, 
and it is moving steadily into the 
aquifer.”

Water flows downhill and the 
river level is higher than the aqui-
fer, meaning the water has to go 
somewhere, Barlow said. 

“It gets tricky, the water goes 
different places.” Barlow said. 
“Some of the water goes into 
bank storage, where you see the 
seep water occur.”  

It’s fairly common in areas 
where the soil along the bank 
is more prone to seepage, said 
James Pogue, a spokesman for 
the Memphis District of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.  

The increased water levels also 
have the potential to create sand 
boils, where the water pressure 
boils up to the surface in a pool 
of sand and water.  

With the river levels going 
down, the boils are not likely, 
Goodson said. 

Farmers are unable to work the 

wet fields and they are falling be-
hind schedule. 

“The water most definitely puts 
farmers behind. For some, it is 
almost as much as two months,” 
Goodson said. “All they can do is 
wait for the river to go down.”  

Prevented planting insurance 
claims may be an option for 
farmers who are not able to get 
into their fields, Goodson said.

“We don’t fully understand what 
the impact of this flooding will be 
yet, the effects differ from place 
to place,” Barlow said.

The Mississippi River at Hel-
ena was expected to crest 
June 13 at 40.5 feet, above 
the 40 foot flood stage. (See 
forecasts at: https://water.
weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.
php?gage=heea4&wfo=meg.)

To learn about extension pro-
grams in Arkansas, contact the 
local Cooperative Extension 
Service agent or visit www.uaex.
edu.

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture’s 

mission is to strengthen agricul-
ture, communities, and families 
by connecting trusted research 
to the adoption of best practices. 
Through the Agricultural Experi-
ment Station and the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, the Di-
vision of Agriculture conducts 
research and extension work 
within the nation’s historic land 
grant education system.  

The Division of Agriculture is 
one of 20 entities within the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System. It 
has offices in all 75 counties in 
Arkansas and faculty on five sys-
tem campuses.  

The University of Arkansas Sys-
tem Division of Agriculture offers 
all its Extension and Research 
programs to all eligible persons 
without regard to race, color, 
sex, gender identity, sexual ori-
entation, national origin, religion, 
age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, genetic information, or 
any other legally protected sta-
tus, and is an Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer.
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The Plywood closure report-
edly affected Crossett and the 
surrounding areas. McCormick 
said even though a number of the 
Plywood employees were able to 
transfer into other parts of the mill 
to avoid leaving the city to look 
for employment, Crossett was 
still hurting.

“We had four or five small busi-
nesses close pretty quick and 
during that time we went from 
three car dealer ships to one.” 
McCormick said. “Our tax base 
was hurt, but we lived through it.”

McCormick said, this time the 
city is in a much better place fi-
nancially, which may soften some 
of the impact. 

“We were now just getting back 
to where we could breathe and 
we were able to give our employ-
ees raises recently,” McCormick 
said. “Things are not near as tight 
as they were in 2012.” 

The 2020 census was a concern 
for the mayor and he said that 
before the announcement he ex-
pected the numbers to down from 
2010’s approximately 5,034. 

He said the city had been frugal 
waiting to see what the 2020 cen-
sus would bring and now there is 
even more cause for concern. 

“At that last census a lot of peo-
ple had moved out of the city and 
into the county and that really 
hurt us,” McCormick said.

He added that though there are 
a lot of uncertainties, he believes 
if everyone will remain positive, 
Crossett can pull through this just 
as they did when the Plywood 
Mill shut down.

“While this is a scary time, I 
believe Crossett will be okay 
because Crossett is kind of an 
amazing place, we may gripe and 
complain about the small stuff, 
but when the big stuff happens 
we all come together,” he said.

The Crossett mayor said he’s 
asked department heads to 
freeze spending in light of the 
Georgia–Pacific news that hit 
last week. 

“Even if it’s in the budget, I told 
them to not buy anything we 
don’t have to have and watch 
their spending,” Mayor Scott 
McCormick said Thursday af-

ternoon. He said it’s important 
for the town to stay positive, but 
he also wants to take the proper 
precautions and be very frugal 
during this time.

“We’ve been through this be-
fore, and we will get through it 
again,” McCormick said refer-
ring to the Plywood Mill closing 
in 2012.

He added that though they 
didn’t have to lay off any city 
employees after the plywood 
mill laid off approximately 750 
workers in 2012, the city was hit 
pretty hard. Which was tough, 
McCormick said, considering the 
city was still feeling the effects of 
the national recession.

“For whatever reason Crossett 

wasn’t effected by the 2008 cri-
sis until 2010; it didn’t really hit 
us until then and we hadn’t re-
covered by 2012,” McCormick 
said, adding that it was hard to 
tell how much of the financial 
struggle then was caused by 
the mill closing and how much 
was simply because the nation’s 
economy was struggling as well.

Georgia–Pacific Crossett an-
nounced last week the decision 
to permanently close its bleached 
board operations at the Crossett 
mill as well as older tissue ma-
chines “that don’t support the 
long-term competitiveness of the 
tissue business,” a news release 
from the company said.

The older tissue machines will 
close in July while the bleached 
board closure will not go into ef-
fect until October.

This will impact approximately 
530 jobs, including 25 sales and 
business office jobs. The remain-
ing workforce will include roughly 
500 positions in the consumer 
tissue and towel business.

Company officials said they will 
have discussions with union offi-
cials in the next month about em-
ployees affected by the closures. 
Those discussions will include 
the potential to transfer to other 
GP locations.

The Naheola and Brewton, 
Ala., mills and the St. Marys, 
Ga., extrusion facility will take 
over production of the compa-
ny’s bleached board product.

Mike Smith, Crossett Economic 
Development director, said the 
announcement was a shock to 
everyone. “The state economic 
development director didn’t 
know; Bruce Westerman didn’t 
know; the governor didn’t know.” 
The state wasn’t given the op-
portunity to negotiate a tax break 
or any kind of agreement with the 
Koch Brothers before the closure 
was announced.

However, Smith said during a 
Chamber of Commerce network-
ing breakfast Thursday, that this  
does not mean the end of the 
community.

There are new industry projects 
in the works and local business 
owners are staying positive, ac-
cording to Smith.

Mandy White, the Chamber’s 
executive director, said “No one 
is backing down or hanging their 
heads. It (the breakfast event) 
was a room full of small business 
owners, bank representatives, 
other business representatives 
and no one was negative- every-
one was positive.”

Smith said that everyone rec-
ognizes the impact that Georgia–
Pacific’s recent announcement 
will have on the entire town and 
even surrounding areas, but he 
believes the community will push 
through. “We’ve been through 
this before with the Plywood mill 
in 2012 and I think Crossett is 
going to be okay,” he said.

According to Smith, the ply-
wood mill employed 750 people 

at the time of its shut down. 
Though a portion of those work-
ers were able to transfer to other 
areas of the mill, the community 
definitely saw a hit.

Smith said he has plans to 
work with other corporations 
who could potentially relocate 
to Crossett. He hopes some of 
those companies will go ahead 
and hire GP employees who 
are being laid off in the coming 
months and train them at their 
current facilities. Then, once 
the companies have something 
established here, transfer them 
back.

“It’s going to be tough, but no-
body in my circle has given up 
and we aren’t going to give up,” 
Smith said.

There is also hope in a new 
Biodiesel fuel plant that will be lo-
cated past Wal-Mart, Smith said, 
adding that this is something he 
was working on even before the 
news of Georgia–Pacific hit. 

“I don’t want to release anything 
prematurely, but we are working 
on this,” Smith said. “We have a 

lot of big things in the works, it’s 
just going to take some time.” 

Smith said he wants to bring in 
a variety of industry so that the 
community isn’t so dependent on 
any one company in the future.

Smith said that in addition to 
recruiting industries, he will be 
working with the governor’s task 
force of displaced workers to 
host job fairs and be an informa-
tion hub for the employees from 
the mill.

The GP announcement didn’t 
clarify how many workers would 
be affected in each closure but 
said that some portions would 
begin shutting down in July, oth-
ers could possibly be open until 
October. 

Smith said they will bring in 
representatives from the un-
employment office, people with 
information on job training and 
education, and many other re-
sources so that the economic 
development building can serve 
as a “one stop shop.” 

“We are going to do everything 
we can to help,” Smith said. 

He added that he has people 
in the community spending their 
own money and using their own 
resources to assist him with re-
cruiting industry and offering 
help with this crisis. 

“People are offering up their 
own talent, time and personal 
resources and they wouldn’t be 
doing that if they had given up on 
Crossett,” Smith said. “And that’s 
what I want people to know: we 
haven’t given up and we aren’t 
going to give up.” 

White said that the networking 
breakfast gave her hope because 
so many Crossett business own-
ers are ready and willing to take 
this head on.

Smith said that the people of 
this community are all here be-
cause they want to be and this 
is where they’ve chosen to build 
their lives. “And this is where we 
are going to stay,” Smith said.

Smith said more details on 
the services that will be offered 
at the Economic Development 
Center and career fair dates will 
be announced soon.

Community Looks To Overcome G–P Closures 

Crossett To Be Frugal During ‘Scary Time’


