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An Ashley County deputy seized 
more than 60 doses of suspected 
LSD during a routine traffic stop 
recently.

Ashley County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment spokesman Investigator 
Tad Huntsman’s report on the in-
cident said Deputy Lance Smith 
was the arresting officer.

At approximately 11:50 p.m. 
Nov. 25, Smith was on routine 
patrol in the Milo area.

Huntsman said that in the 
course of a traffic stop, Smith 
made contact with Zackary Jen-
kins and that Jenkins’ driver’s 
license came back as restricted. 
Huntsman also said that Jenkins 
is a parolee under active super-
visions with a search waiver on 
file.

Huntsman’s report says that 
Smith asked Jenkins to step out 
of the vehicle while Smith con-
ducted a search.

Smith reportedly recovered a 
black pocket size zipper pouch 
containing suspected LSD, meth-
amphetamine and marijuana. A 
small baggy containing paper 
strips notched into squares field-
tested positive for LSD. 

The suspected LSD is approxi-
mately 64 dosage units with a 
street value of approximately 
$1,500. 

Jenkins was placed under ar-
rest for possession with intent to 
deliver LSD, possession with in-
tent to deliver methamphetamine 
and possession with intent to de-
liver marijuana.

Randy Veach took the podium at Arkansas 
Farm Bureau’s 85th annual convention last 
week to give his final address to members as 
the organization’s president. Veach, a third-
generation farmer from Manila, is complet-
ing his 11th term as Arkansas Farm Bureau 
president and has served on the board for 
20 years.

Veach announced earlier this year that he 
would not be seeking re-election. 

“It is my hope that you strengthen your 
commitment to Farm Bureau,” Veach told 
the audience, addressing the importance of 
Arkansas Farm Bureau as an advocate for 
agriculture in the state and the importance of 
continuing to build the organization’s grass-
roots base. 

“We need to help make this organization 
as relevant tomorrow as it has been since 
its founding in 1935. We’ve got to keep it 
going. We’ve got to keep it strong,” Veach 
said. “And we do that by what? By working 
together.”

Veach highlighted the concern farmers 
and ranchers have for the environment and 
the strides that have been made in farming 
methods and technology. He also expressed 
his belief that communicating about agricul-
ture with the general public will be critical in 
the years to come. 

“We do have to keep up with the ever-
changing world around us today. If we don’t, 
we’ll be left behind,” he said. “We do have 
to keep up with the way that we communi-

cate with our members and the non-farming 
public – those people who buy and consume 
what we raise and grow.”

After offering his thoughts on the important 
issues facing agriculture and offering words 
of encouragement for the future, Veach 
thanked his wife, Thelma, the Arkansas Farm 
Bureau board, staff and members.

“Thank you, Farm Bureau members, for 
your unbroken trust, for your willingness to 
stand with us, and for your support for Ar-
kansas’ largest industry, agriculture,” Veach 
said. 

“To serve as president of Arkansas Farm 
Bureau has been an honor and a privilege. It 
has meant more to me, to Thelma and to my 
family than you will ever know.”

Rich Hillman of Carlisle was 
elected as Arkansas Farm Bu-
reau’s new president, and Mike 
Freeze of Little Rock was chosen 
as the agriculture advocacy orga-
nization’s new vice president Fri-
day morning. Both were selected 
during Farm Bureau’s 85th Annu-
al Convention at the Statehouse 
Convention Center in Little Rock. 
Delegates also elected six other 
board members during the final 
day of the event.

Hillman, 56, served the past 
11 years as Farm Bureau’s vice 
president. He succeeds Randy 
Veach of Manila who retired af-
ter 11 years as president. Hill-
man is Arkansas Farm Bureau’s 
11th president since its creation 
in 1935. He is a sixth-generation 
farmer whose main crops are 
rice, soybeans and wheat. He 
and his wife Tina have two grown 
children, Collin and Caroline.

“I’m very humbled and excited,” 
Hillman said surrounded by hap-
py family members. “Arkansas 
farmers and ranchers are vital to 
this state, vital,” he emphasized. 
“And we have to make sure 
they’re successful for our state to 
be successful.”

Freeze, 67, begins his first term 
as vice president. He operates a 
fish farm in Keo. He and his wife, 
Betty have two grown daughters, 
Rachael and Kelly.

“It’s a huge honor. We’re all in 
this together, and we all have a lot 
of the same issues,” Freeze said. 
“Our policy is what’s so important. 
It serves as a map or guideline 
for us to get change done to get 
our farms more profitable and to 
keep our environment clean. It’s 

Veach Offers Last Speech As AFB President
Releases Seat After 11 Terms And 20 Years With Organization

good to have a road map.”
Board action later resulted in 

the election of Dan Wright of 
Waldron as secretary/treasurer. 
Joe Christian of Jonesboro, sec-
retary-treasurer for the past six 
years, did not seek re-election. 

Wright, 59, has served on the 
board for five years and raises 

poultry and grows hay. He and 
his wife, Belinda, have two grown 
children, Dustin and Megan, and 
five grandchildren. 

The voting delegates re-elected 
five board members to new two-
year terms. They include Sherry 
Felts, Joiner; Jon Carroll, Moro; 
Gene Pharr, Lincoln; Joe Thrash, 

Houston; and Terry Laster of 
Strong. Also elected was new 
board member Chase Groves of 
Garland City (Miller Co.). Groves 
raises cattle and operates a cus-
tom fertilizer application and hay 
baling business. 

Voting delegates also ad-
dressed a range of state and 

federal policy issues includ-
ing positions favoring feral hog 
eradication; reinforced support 
for statewide, comprehensive 
broadband availability; support 
policy to protect private land 
within the levee system; sup-
port a more stringent process 
for public referrals on ballot ini-

tiatives; and support for removal 
of burdensome regulations to en-
sure access to necessary foreign 
farm labor. 

Arkansas Farm Bureau is a 
nonprofit, private advocacy orga-
nization of almost 190,000 fami-
lies throughout the state working 
to improve farm and rural life.

Benjamin Babst, an assistant 
professor with the University of 
Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture based in Monticello, 
has been honored with the 2019 
Ouachita Society of American 
Foresters award for forestry re-
search.

Babst’s research focuses on 
the biochemistry of forest eco-
systems and how they respond 
to management practices. 

He began his research two de-
cades ago and has continued his 
research at the University of Ar-
kansas at Monticello for the past 
five years. Babst is part of the 
Division of Agriculture’s Arkansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
and UAM’s College of Forestry, 
Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es faculty. 

Trees face constant change 
and Babst said the goal of his 
research is to understand how 
trees react when their environ-
ment changes. 

“Trees are very responsive to 
what is happening around them,” 
he said. “They change what they 
are doing in response to environ-
mental cues. For example, when 
insects attack, trees can often 
sense the attack and produce 
biochemicals that are toxic or 
taste bad to protect themselves.  

In flood, trees find themselves 
deprived of oxygen and “some 
species are badly damaged,” 
Babst said. “Although we don’t 
know all of the details, other tree 
species can tolerate flooding by 
changing how they function, such 
as altering their metabolism.

“Locally, most trees are dor-
mant, or inactive, during winter. 
Some oak species appear to have 
some ability to tolerate flooding 
when they are dormant, but when 
trees begin to become active and 
grow in the spring, stresses like 
flooding can cause damage,” he 
said. 

Babst is currently working on a 
study to help the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission “know 
when to flood their manmade 
green tree reservoirs without 
harming the forests,” he said.  

Babst says he doesn’t do his re-
search alone.

“Many students have contrib-
uted to my research projects,” he 
said. “Richard Sample, a recent 
M.S. graduate, helped pioneer 
my research about flood effects 
on trees. Jimmy Cook just com-
pleted another study showing 
how several important oak spe-
cies respond to winter flooding 
that extends into spring.” 

Babst accepted the award Nov. 
21, at the organization’s state 
meeting held at Mount Magazine 
in the Ouachita National Forest.  

The award recognizes distin-
guished research in forestry and 
disciplines allied to forestry and 
forest resource management 
that has resulted in substantial 
advances in the knowledge and 
practice of forestry at any level.

“Dr. Babst is very deserving of 
this award,” said Phil Tappe, di-
rector of the Arkansas Forest Re-
sources Center for the Division of 
Agriculture and dean of the Col-
lege of Forestry, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources at UAM. “He 
has dedicated his career to fur-
thering our understanding of tree 
physiology and translating that 
knowledge to applied forest man-
agement. This award is a testa-
ment to his years of commitment 
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Hamburg Holidays 2019 Parade

The annual Hamburg Holidays celebration was Saturday, Dec. 7 in Hamburg. The events on the square started in the afternoon fol-

lowed by the Little Red Wagon parade and the annual Hamburg Christmas parade. Parade winners were Top Branch Tree Service, 

first; The Knight Family, second; and Noble School, third. Festive events also included photos with Santa, the reading of the Christ-
mas story, and a glow run. Crossett Chamber of Commerce’s Crossett in Christmas events were postponed due to weather until 

this coming Saturday, Dec. 14. The fun will include the Jingle Bell Run at 10:30 a.m.; the Christmas parade at 1 p.m.; the Christmas 
in Crossett shopping booths and Kids’ Zone from 2 to 5 p.m.; and the city Christmas tree lighting at dusk. (See more photos of the 
Hamburg parade on page 6 of this edition.)


