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WEST JEFFERSON — U.S. Attorney 

Andrew Murray announced Thursday, April 

30, that an ongoing multi-agency drug traf-

ficking task force investigation has resulted 
in lengthy prison sentences for two metham-

phetamine traffickers.
U.S. District Judge Kenneth D. Bell 

sentenced Ashley D Walker, 33, of Lansing, 
to 120 months in prison and five years of 
supervised release. Cody R. Oakes, 31, of 

Boone, was also sentenced 

to 120 months in prison 

and five years of super-

vised release.
U.S. Attorney Murray 

was joined in making the 
announcement by Vincent 

C. Pallozzi, Special Agent 
in Charge of the U.S. 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives, Charlotte Field 
Division; Ronnie Martinez, Special Agent in 
Charge of the U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement’s Homeland Security Inves-

tigations in Charlotte; Robert Schurmeier, 
Director of the North Carolina State Bureau 
of Investigation; Ashe County Sheriff B. Phil 
Howell; Watauga County Sheriff Len D. 
Hagaman, Jr.; and Boone Police Department 
Chief Dana Crawford.

According to filed court documents and the 
sentencing hearing, from 2018 until July 2019, 

Walker was a member of a drug conspiracy 
trafficking methamphetamine in Ashe County.

In addition to trafficking methamphet-
amine, Walker previously admitted that, on 

two occasions, she and her co-conspirators 

participated in drug-related robberies of 

competitor drug dealers. On Dec. 17, 2019, 

Walker pleaded guilty to conspiracy to dis-

tribute and to possess with intent to distrib-

ute methamphetamine, and possession with 

intent to distribute methamphetamine.

Walker was one of 10 people arrested as 
part of a joint operation between the Ashe 

County Sheriff’s Office and the N.C. SBI, 
dubbed “Horton Hears a Who.” The operation 

Lansing woman sentenced to 10 years on drug charges
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WEST JEFFERSON – In light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a decision by the 
festival board of directors, the 2020 Christ-
mas in July Festival has been canceled. This 
family-friendly tradition will return in 2021.

The Christmas in July Festival draws thou-

sands of visitors each year and takes months 
to plan. Given the uncertainty for what the 
next few months hold with regard to this 

Ashe County’s 
2020 Christmas 
In July canceled
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ASHE COUNTY — After just more 
than two months since the first case of 
COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) was con-

firmed in North Carolina, the state has 
had more than 12,000 confirmed cases.

Ashe County’s fifth case of COVID-19 
was announced Wednesday, April 29, the 

Ashe still at five 
cases, surrounding 

counties 
confirm more
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T
he COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought many changes to daily 

routines, including those of both 

teachers and students as they 

have adjusted to remote learning for the 
remainder of the 2020/21 school year.

Teachers everywhere are working 
tirelessly to tackle the challenges of online 
learning while experiencing the loss of 

physical interaction with their students.

Ashe County Schools recently an-

nounced and congratulated the five 
teachers from each school in the district 

who were selected for Teacher of the Year 
via their Facebook page.

Kelly Lopp, a science teacher at Ashe 
County High School, was selected as the 
school’s TOY for this year.

Lopp said what she enjoys most about 
her job is daily interactions with her stu-

dents and being able to learn more about 

them as individuals through building 
relationships with them.

“It is interesting seeing how they change 
and mature from ninth grade until they 

Ashe County Schools 
announces district’s 
Teachers of the Year 
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Dawn Powers, who is a first grade teacher at Blue Ridge Elementary School, is chosen as the 

BRES Teacher of the Year.
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