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ASHE COUNTY — On 
Thursday July 8, Ashe County 
received a visit from several 
state and federal officials, most 
notably Gayle Manchin, federal 
co-chair of the Appalachian 
Regional Commission.

The visit was part of an intro-
ductory trip to Western North 
Carolina for Manchin, who was 
sworn in as the 13th federal 
co-chair for the Appalachian 
Regional Commission on May 6. 
Manchin’s trip to Ashe County 
included a trip to Lansing, visit 
to the Blue Ridge Parkway and 
— despite the rain — an early 
morning tour of downtown 
West Jefferson. 

“I think it’s wonderful what 
they have created and what 
they’re recreating. I believe 
that it’s important to maintain 
your history and the roots of 
the town, and yet create a new 

Appalachian Regional Commission, Gayle Manchin, tour Ashe County
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West Jefferson Town Manager Brantley Price and Mayor Tom Hartman explain the town’s history and its economic changes to ARC co-chair Gayle Manchin on a 

early morning walking tour.
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ARC Federal co-chair Gayle Manchin addresses local officials during her visit to Ashe County on July 8.SEE VISIT ON PAGE 2A
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JEFFERSON — The Ashe County Board 
of Commissioners met in regular session 
on July 6 at 9 a.m. in the third floor court 
room of the Ashe County Courthouse.

Those commissioners in attendance 
were Chair Todd McNeill, Vice Chair Wil-
liam Sands, Chuck Olive, Jerry Powers 
and Jonathan Jordan.

To begin the meeting, the commis-
sioners approved the minutes for the 
month of June including the budget work 
sessions. They then added Lansing Mayor 
Powers to the agenda. The agenda was 
adopted.

Commissioners held a public hearing 
for the Building Inspections Ordinance 

Amendment, which amends the current 
code of ordinances to preference the fees 
on file with the inspections. This ordi-
nance would prevent the Inspectors from 
having to adopt and revise every time 
there is a change in fees.

Planning Director Wesley Barker 
presented to the board and said he would 
like to for the fees to be based on the 
total area of the building and total costs 
of proposed work. The commissioners 
adopted the changes as needed.

The Ashe County Frescoes Foundation 
then held a special presentation for the 
board of Commissioners. Jeff Dryer, 
president of the foundation, began with 
explaining the mission of the foundation, 

Fourth of July success, ordinances top BOC meet
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Commissioner Jerry Powers, Vice Chair William Sands, Chair Todd McNeill, Commissioner Chuck Olive 

and Commissioner Jonathan Jordan discuss agenda items in their meeting on July 6.
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WEST JEFFERSON — On the 
afternoon of July 8, friends and 
colleagues gathered in Backstreet 
Park to bid Ashe County librar-
ian Suzanne Moore a fond fare 
well, as she prepares to take on a 
new position in Wilkes County. 
Moore, who has worked in Ashe 
County for nearly a decade will 
soon be continuing her career as 
the Wilkes County librarian.

During her career, Moore has 
at times referred to the public 
library as the “town’s living room” 
or the “people’s university.” This 
is due to the amount of public 
programming created by the 
library.

Through the years Moore 
— along with her staff — have 
worked to create a number of 
impactful programs through the 
library’s “Involving Books” cam-
paign, a program which encour-
ages patrons to read up on a topic 
in order to raise awareness, and 
then teaches them ways to make 
a meaningful impact in their 

‘Fare thee well’: 
Ashe Librarian 
takes on new 

position in 
Wilkes County

High profile visit
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JEFFERSON — On July 9, the 
Ashe County Chamber of Com-
merce in partnership with the 
Ashe County Board of Commis-
sioners presented the Ashe Bash 
Concert with band Scythian.

Scythian consists of Alex Fedo-
ryka on the fiddle, Dan Fedoryka 
on the guitar and accordion, 
Ethan Dean on bass and Johnny 
Rees on drums.

The band is located near the 
Washington, D.C., area and 
introduces a genre of Celtic/Rock 
American.

Hundreds of people attending 
the Friday night concert and were 

Scythian shakes 
the ground 

in Ashe Bash 
Concert
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