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Ashe County has marked a 

significant economic devel-
opment milestone, as the 
County is now the owner of a 

41.8-acre tract with the goal of 
adding jobs and industry.

The land is located off Ray 
Taylor Road in the West 
Jefferson extra-territorial 
jurisdiction, across from GE 
Aviation. The county plans on 

developing the tract into as 
many as six separate lots.

“The prospect of having new 
jobs, having a new company 
in the area is important to our 

County’s future,” said Eco-

nomic Development Director 

Cathy Barr said.

An economic impact anal-
ysis created for Ashe County 
by Creative EDC estimates 
that the industrial park can 

Workforce attraction

Ashe County acquires 41.8 acre tract of land for economic development
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Ashe County officially acquired the property located off of Ray Taylor Road in West Jefferson. The county plans on developing the tract into as many as 

six separate lots to achieve its goal of bringing jobs and industry to the area.
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RALEIGH — Through Sunday, Aug. 
9, North Carolina voters had submitted 
163,374 requests for absentee by-mail 
ballots for the 2020 general election, 
more than seven times as many as the 
22,074 requests submitted at the same 
time in 2016.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
North Carolina elections officials are 
preparing for a significant increase in 
ballots cast by mail in 2020. The State 
Board of Elections and county boards of 
elections across North Carolina are get-
ting many questions about the absentee 
voting process.

State elections 
board releases 

info on absentee 
by mail voting
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ASHE COUNTY — North Carolina has 
157,7416 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
(novel coronavirus) as of noon on 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, according to the North 
Carolina Department of Health and Hu-

man Services. This is more than 10,000 
more cases than the same time a week 
earlier.

As of presstime, there are seven active 
cases in Ashe County, with a additional 
22 people being monitored, according to 
AppHealthCare.

In its weekly report Friday, Aug. 21, 
AppHealthCare reported three out-
breaks or clusters in Ashe County. Two 

Ashe County COVID-19 
numbers trending down 
as state numbers rising
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WILKESBORO — The 
North Carolina Community 
Colleges system reports every 
year on how successful each 
of its 58 community colleges 
performed over an academic 

year. In the 2020 Performance 
Measures Report, Wilkes 
Community College was one 
of only two colleges in the 
entire state to score in the top 
two categories in all seven per-

formance measures.
“These measures are evi-

dence that the hard work we 

have been doing to imple-

ment our new strategic plan 
is working for our students,” 
said Dr. Jeff Cox, WCC presi-
dent. “Kudos to our students, 
faculty, and staff for their hard 
work in making this kind of 

success possible. In the launch 
of our 5-year strategic plan 

a little over two years ago, 
we set a bold goal to double 
our graduation rate from 25 
percent to 50 percent in five 
years. We have already moved 
our graduation rate from 25 
percent to 38 percent.”

WCC’s performance measures scores among highest in state
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