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JEFFERSON — On Dec. 17, 1990, Mountain View 

Elementary School in Jefferson, opened its doors to 
students. As the school prepares to celebrate the 30th 
year of operation, student demographics, staff members, 
administrators and the building have changed, but the 
school’s commitment to providing a world class educa-

tion to students and a stable presence in the community 

Mountain View Elementary 
celebrates 30th anniversary
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As a Mountain View Elementary School student, Traci Rich-
ardson Phipps cut the ribbon for the school’s grand opening 
ceremony on Dec. 17, 1990. Pictured above are Phipps’ sons, 
who now attend MVES, which makes the school extra special 
to her and her family.
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HIGH COUNTRY — 

While much of the focus 
was on the U.S. presi-
dential race in the 2020 
General Election, voters in 

five states also approved 
the legalization of marijua-

na, bringing the total to 36 

states that have legalized 
it for medical use, if not 
recreational.

Many states have gone 
through a step-by-step 
process toward legaliza-

tion, starting with me-

dicinal use and going up 

to regulated legalization. 
However, South Dakota 
went from illegal to totally 
legal in only one election.

North Carolina’s 
legalization efforts have 

Legal marijuana in North Carolina?
Task force recommends state look to legalizing the drug, follow others’ leads
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HIGH COUNTRY — 

With Christmas right 
around the corner, a local 
nonprofit which serves 
mothers and children of 
the High Country has been 
hard at work to provide 

those in need with gift-
filled stockings.

The Motherboard non-

profit is a community for 
moms which provides en-

gaging activities and events 
for those living in the High 
Country. Members work 
toward encouraging and 
empowering each mother 

by giving them the tools 
they need to succeed.

The home of The 

Motherboard nonprofit 
is the Facebook group @
Mountain Mamas which 

is an online community 
for mothers in the High 
Country to receive advice 
and support in all aspects 

of parenting.
President Keshea Roland 

said this is the first year 
they have participated in a 
“Stuff the Stockings” event. 
According to Roland, they 
decided to pursue the 
project after a few board 

Local nonprofit works to provide Christmas stockings for High Country children

BY BAILEY LITTLE

Volunteer Alicia Miller stuffs a stocking on Dec. 10 for a child to receive for Christmas.
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BY JAMIE SHELL

RALEIGH — In response to the dramatic rise in numer-

ous key metrics due to the ongoing spread of COVID-19, 
North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper announced the enact-
ment of a modified Stay-at-Home order statewide effective 
Friday, Dec. 11, and continuing until 5 p.m. on Jan. 8, 
2021.

Cooper announces modified 
Stay-at-Home order in 

North Carolina until Jan. 8
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