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ASHE COUNTY — For many 
across the nation Memorial Day 
— a day set aside to remember 
America’s fallen service members — 
has become an unofficial kickoff to 
summer. But despite the celebra-
tory aspects the three-day weekend 
holds for many, some local law 
enforcement agencies are happy 
to report that there were little to 
no alcohol-related traffic citations 
reported this year.

According to the Ashe County 
Sheriff’s Department, the agency 

Law enforcement 
reports few 

alcohol-related 
traffic citations 
over Memorial 
Day weekend

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON

chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — The Ashe County 
Board of Commissioners met in regular 
session on Monday, June 7, in The Venue 
at the Ashe County Chamber of Com-
merce, due to scheduling conflicts at the 
original meeting place in the courthouse.

Chair Todd McNeill, Vice Chair William 
Sands and commissioners Chuck Olive, 
Jerry Powers and Jonathan Jordan were 
in attendance along with County Manag-
er Adam Stumb, Clerk Ashley Honeycutt 
and Finance Officer Sandy Long.

The meeting included presentations 
from the Ashe County Museum of His-
tory, the Ashe Medication Assistance 
Program, Tax Administration, Building 
Inspectors, County Management and the 
Ashe County Board of Education.

Gary Poe with the Museum of History 
presented the board with the opening of 
their newest exhibit, a Native American 

exhibit. The exhibit includes a handmade 
mask from the ground, hundred-year-old 
corn bread, arrowheads and more. Poe 
invited the board and the community to 
come out to the museum Friday, June 11, 
at 5:30 p.m. to celebrate the new exhibit.

Dianne Harless with the Ashe Medi-
cation Assistance Program then gave an 
overview of the program to the commis-
sioners. This program allows those in 
need of medication cost assistance to 
become eligible for free medication. The 
medications are ordered directly from 
drug companies and are dispensed from 
local pharmacies with a service charge 
per prescription In the past year, the pro-
gram has provided around $2.5 million 
worth of medication to their patients. 
They do not provide pain medicine, but 
they do provide heart medication, insulin 
and more. When applying for the pro-
gram, you will need your Social Security 

Board of Commissioners commits to new middle school funding
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Gary Poe gives the Commissioners, including Chair Todd McNeill, Chuck Olive and Jonathan Jordan a 

gift on behalf of the Ashe County Museum.SEE FUNDING ON PAGE 2A
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Editors Note: This article con-
tains information from the June 
8, 1944, edition of the Skyland 
Post. 

On June 8, 1944, edition of West 
Jefferson’s Skyland Post brought 
news that the D-Day — codenamed 
Operation Overlord — was cur-
rently taking place in France. The 
invasion, which had initially began 
on June 6, was a joint operation 
between American, Canadian and 
British troops to liberate Western 
Europe from the Nazi Germany’s 
control. It is known as one of the 
greatest amphibious landing op-
erations in history and was a key 
point of World War II.

Locally, the Skyland Post 
reported to Ashe County residents 
that the Allies had pushed inland 
both 71/2 miles and 10 miles across 
a 60-mile battle front along the 
coastline of Normandy, France. 
The newspaper also reported that 
more than 1,000 troop carrier 
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SUBMITTED BY MT. JEFFERSON 

STATE NATURAL AREA

For the past 15 years, Mt. 
Jefferson State Natural Area 
has been conducting poetry 
contests for grades K-3, 4-6 and 
sometimes the middle school.

The poets featured here are 
this year’s Ashe County K-3 
category winners. The park had 
more than 150 poems summit-
ed this year from grades k-6. 

In previous years, the contest 
has seen more than 350 poems 
submitted by local students.

Each year students are asked 
to write a poem about Mt. 
Jefferson State Natural Area. 
This year the park’s ranger, 
maintenance and office staff 
judged the contest. Ranger Tom 
Randolph started the contest 
back in 2006 with the sup-
port of Friends of State Parks. 

Each year 10-15 local poets are 
awarded prizes such as tents, 
sleeping bags, back packs, 
flashlights and telescopes. Priz-
es were funded by the Friends 
of High Country State Parks.

Through the years the park 
has had help, as some NC Poet 
Laureates have helped judge the 
finalist poetry.

Many times, during the po-
etry contest park staff have the 

opportunity to meet families, 
grandparents and students who 
come to the mountain during 
the day or at sunset to be in-
spired by the natural beauty of 
Mt. Jefferson.

“We always remember that 
this mountain has been set 
aside and protected from 
development and exploitation 

Mount Jefferson State Natural Area holds 15th annual Poetry Contest
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Pictured are three winners of the 15th annual Mt. Jefferson poetry contest. Harlee Holman (left) won the Poetry of Science Award, McKenzie Canter (middle) won 

the Poet of Vision Award and Samuel Young (right) won the Second Place Award. These students represent contestants from the K-3 grades. Not pictured is first 

place winner Elijah Edelman and third place winner Mathew Murphy.

Winning words
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is hiring!
Join us for a virtual job fair Thursday, April 29 from 3-4 p.m. to learn more about our openings.


