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BY IAN TAYLOR
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ASHE COUNTY — The U.S. 221 widening 

project continues is nearing another check-

point, five years after it began.
As follows is a breakdown of progress on 

the U.S. 221 widening project as of Aug. 19, 
according to NCDOT Division 11 Construc-

tion Engineer Trent Beaver:
Sections A and B — starting from 

the junction of U.S. 421, continuing past 
Idlewild Road and across South Fork New 

River — are clustered into one contract 
worth $46 million, handled since Decem-

ber 2015 by James R. Vannoy & Sons of 
Jefferson.

Beaver said the pair of sections should be 
completed by Thanksgiving, Nov. 26.

Section C — past the bridge over South 
Fork New River to the N.C. 194 junction 
at Baldwin Road — is contracted for $53 
million to Vecellio and Grogan of Beckley, 
W.V., which began work in February 2017, 
according to Beaver.

Beaver said the section is nearing comple-

tion, but traffic flow should change before 
then.

“With good weather, the contractor may 
be able to get traffic in the final four-lane 
pattern by the end of the year,” Beaver said. 
“However, it will be the spring before the 
project is totally complete.”

Section D — from N.C. 194 to the four-
way stoplight in West Jefferson — was com-

pleted by Vannoy & Sons between March 
2015 and January 2019.

The $21.3 million contract price for Sec-

tion D went over budget by about $1.3 mil-

lion, Ashe Post & Times previously reported.
Section E — North of the four-way stop-

light in West Jefferson to U.S. 221 Business 
and N.C. 88 in Jefferson — James R. Van-

noy & Sons Construction was awarded the 
contract in the amount of $27.4 million

Beaver said construction on the section is 
scheduled to begin in the Spring. Comple-

tion of the section is expected by late 2024 
or early 2025, Beaver said.

Ashe Post & Times will continue to 
provide updates on the U.S. 221 widening 
project as they are made available.

Thanksgiving is expected finish for two U.S. 221 sections

BY IAN TAYLOR

ian.taylor@ashepostandtimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — In its weekly 
COVID-19 situation update on 
Friday, Oct. 30, AppHealthCare 
reported a decrease in active cases 
and quarantines from Oct. 18-24 in 
Ashe County.

As of Tuesday, Nov. 3, there are 
96 active cases in Ashe according 

Late October sees dip 
in COVID-19 cases, 

AppHealthCare warns 
against complacency

BY BAILEY LITTLE

bailey.little@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — Despite 
the cancelation of several sta-

ple Halloween events, festivals 
and gatherings this year due to 
COVID-19, Ashe County residents 
still enjoyed an afternoon of trick-
or-treating thanks to local organi-
zations and businesses.

Ashe County 
gets into the 

Halloween spirit
BY IAN TAYLOR AND BAILEY LITTLE

ASHE COUNTY — The voting 
spirit has swept through Ashe 

County like an autumn wind, 
with citizens continuing to cast 

their ballots as of presstime.
As of 5 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 

3, 11,252 votes had been cast in 
Ashe County, according to the 
North Carolina State Board of 
Elections. Working out to 57.5 
percent of registered voters, 
9,237 votes were cast at one-
stop voting while 2,015 were 
done by mail.

In the 2016 general election, 
13,637 votes were cast in Ashe, 
coming from 71.62 percent of 
registered voters

At the state level, 4,578,269 
ballots have been cast as of 
5 a.m. Nov. 3, 62.2 percent of 
the registered voters in North 
Carolina. In 2016, 4,769,640 
voters turned out in N.C., 
working out to 68.98 percent of 
registered voters.

According to Ashe County 
Elections Director John Shep-

herd, the voting process in Ashe 
was going smoothly, with no 
problems to report as of noon, 
Nov. 3.

According to Wesley Barker, 
running the West Jefferson 
precinct polling site at the 
Ashe County Arts Council, 
the voting numbers had been 
steady but not overwhelming as 

of 10:30 a.m. At the time, 176 
votes had been cast there, but 
Barker noted they expected to 
see more going on at lunch and 

after work.
According to Michelle Oben-

chain who was working at the 

Jefferson precinct polling site 

at Jefferson Volunteer Fire De-

partment, the turnout had been 

Election Day hits Ashe County
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Voters arrive at the Jefferson polling precinct on the morning of Nov. 3 to cast their ballots on Election Day. Upon arriving 

voters were greeted by candidates or handed slate cards.

Halloween Photos Inside


