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LANSING — Greater Lansing 

Area Development has kicked off a 
major revitalization and beauti-

fication project for the town of 
Lansing, which is set to take years 
to complete.

GLAD is a nonprofit organi-
zation that is committed to the 

revitalization and economic devel-

opment of the town and townships 
of Lansing. The organization 

Art projects highlight 
student work, add 
color to Lansing 

Creeper Trail Park
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JEFFERSON — As new ad-

justments come to the town of 
Jefferson, positions are being 
filled and others are being sought 
after following the retirement of 
town manager Cathy Howell and 
finance officer Anna Brooks.

The recent news that Howell 
and Brooks would be retiring 
hit hard for the town, according 
to Mayor Bluferd Eldreth. They 
have begun the search for new 

assets to take 

the place of the 
two employees, 
but have found 
troubles as their 

previous work 
is irreplaceable.

“It’s a big 

blow to the 
town,” said May-

or Eldreth. “Cathy and Anna have 
done a great job. They were two 
very good employees.”

Alderman Charles Caudill stat-
ed that it has been hard to lose 

employees who have been with 
the town for a long time.

Howell had been working for 
the town for 32 years and Brooks 
was with Jefferson for nearly 11, 
something Caudill and Eldreth 
said was impossible to replace.

Alderman Mark Johnston com-

mented on the current realign-

ments and how the town will 
move forward.

“Cathy did a great job,” said 
Alderman Johnston. “Her and 
Anna both were too young to 
retire, but now they’re able to 

spend more time with their fam-

ilies. Their knowledge is some-

thing you can’t fully replace.”
Johnston said Howell has a 

love for camping and being at 
home and with the recent retire-

ment, he hopes she can live her 

life for herself now rather than 
the town.

For the moment, former county 
manager Dan McMillan has 

stepped in to be the interim town 
manager until a replacement is 

found. The town said they have 
received several applications.

“It’s a waiting game on finding 
new people,” said Mayor Eldreth.

Kayla M. Jones will be taking 
the role of finance manager, 
which has been seen as a great 
addition according to the Jeffer-

son aldermen and the mayor.
Before stepping into Brooks’ 

shoes, Jones worked for First 
National Bank for eight years.

“Her addition to the town is 
wonderful,” said Caudill.

The Ashe Post & Times will 
continue to contribute as new 
updates arrive.

Jefferson sees new faces as town prepares for new manager

Kayla M. Jones

BY MOSS BRENNAN

RALEIGH — Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced March 25 that all adults 
16 and older in North Carolina will 

be eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine 
beginning April 7.

“It varies in 

different localities, 
but our overall 

success has been 

good in the states 

ready to open 
vaccine access to 

Cooper announces 
all adults can get 
COVID-19 vaccine 

starting April 7

Gov. Roy Cooper
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WEST JEFFERSON — On 
March 26, the teachers and staff 
from Ashe County Schools held 
a remote learning day as those 
who participated became eligi-
ble for their second doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccines.

The Ashe County Arts Coun-

cil partnered with ACS and 
AppHealthCare for anoth-

er mass vaccination clinic, 

holding about 850 first and 
second dose appointments for 
not only staff, but community 

members as well.
The parking lot to the Civic 

Center had been filled to the 
brim as the event began at 

9:30 a.m., filling back up after 
a short break at 1 p.m. At least 
350 teachers and staff who re-

ceived the first dose on Feb. 26 
were among those also receiving 
their next dose and those expe-

riencing the vaccination for the 
first time.

Executive Director of the Arts 
Council Jeff Fissel said that the 
volunteers for the event have 

Continuing mission

ACS and community receive first and second doses in mass vaccination clinic
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Ashe County Schools staff and community members received their vaccines on March 26.
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The Easter Bunny came to the mass vaccination to spread joy and cheer March 26. 
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