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JEFFERSON — The Ashe County Board 

of Commissioners met in regular session 

on Monday, June 15. The meeting began at 

9 a.m. and for the first time in months, the 
public was invited to attend.

This meeting included three public hear-

ings for the public to have the opportunity to 

comment on the proposed county budget for 

fiscal year 2020-21.
Monday’s morning was recessed and 

resumed at 10 a.m. on June 16. This was 
in accordance with G.S. 166A-19.24 which 
states that electronic meetings that 

take place in the emergency area 

during a state of emergency 

declared by the Governor or 

General Assembly, must allow 

for written comments on the 

subject of the public hearing to 

be submitted 24 hours after the 
public hearing.

As confirmed by Ann Clark, clerk to the 
Ashe County Board of Commissioners, there 

were no written comments received from 

any members of the public.

No votes or comments by the BOC 

took place at the June 15 meeting 

and were reserved for the June 

16 meeting.
As a safety precaution, any 

members of the public in atten-

dance were encouraged to wear a 

face covering and the podium was 

wiped down with disinfectant between 

each speaker.

Commissioners Larry Dix, William Sands, 

Paula Perry and Vice-Chair Larry Rhodes 

were physically present at both meetings 

while Chairman Todd McNeill participated 

via phone.

Rhodes read aloud all three public hearing 

items for the BOC to vote on.

The first were the two resolutions for the 
Wilkes Community College Installment 

Financing Project. These included a resolu-

tion for the negotiation of the installment 

financing contract and a resolution for 
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J
oy Cockerham began 

her career with Dr. Ed-

ward Miller on June 19, 

1970 — and is celebrat-
ing 50 years as a nurse with the 
same practice and physician.

Since childhood, Cockerham 

always knew she wanted to 

become a nurse. When asked 

what has been most memorable 

about her career she said it has 

been the ability to take care of 

people throughout their life 

from childbirth until they have 

a family of their own.

Cockerham said the biggest 

change during her career has 

been the transition to electron-

ic medical records from paper 

patient charts.

Her advice for anybody 

going into the medical field 

is to make sure they have the 

love and desire to take care of 

people.

“Joy has been such an in-

spiring member of our team 

at Ashe Memorial and Mount 

Jefferson Family Medicine 

throughout the years,” said Rita 

Richardson, practice manag-

er at Mount Jefferson Family 

Medicine. “She always puts 

the needs of the patients first 

and cares deeply about provid-

ing excellent patient care. We 
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From left, Dr. Edward Miller and Joy Cockerham. Cockerham is a nurse who is celebrating 50 years since she began her 

career with Miller in 1970.
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WEST JEFFERSON — Appa-

lachian Regional Library, with 

public libraries in Ashe, Watauga 

and Wilkes counties opened to the 

public on Monday, June 15, with 

limited services, reduced hours and 

reduced building capacities.

The Ashe County Public Library’s 

Library reopens 
to public with 

social distancing 
measures

SEE LIBRARY ON PAGE 5
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LANSING — The Lansing Board 

of Aldermen met Tuesday, June 9, 

via Zoom for its regular, monthly 

meeting, setting a date for the final 
approval of the town’s budget and 

setting its sights on a new alder-

man.

50 years of Joy
Local nurse 

celebrates 50-year 
career with same 

physican

SEE 50 ON PAGE 2

Lansing Aldermen 
decide on new 

appointment, ready 
to approve budget

SEE LANSING ON PAGE 5

BOC holds public hearings and approves county budget for FY 2020-21

SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 3


