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On a recent Saturday 

morning, Peggy Hoon 

got behind the wheel of 

her 2011 Toyota RAV4 

and made the 300-mile 

round trip to Charlotte 

from her Raleigh home.

After weeks of waiting 

on hold or hearing about 

COVID-19 vaccination 

events only after they’d 

filled up, the 65-year-old 

Wake County resident 

finally got a shot. She 

considers herself lucky 

Report: Vaccine given 
out of priorities due 

to lax monitoring
Watchdog group confirms several people in Ashe County 

who should not have received vaccine at this time

SEE VACCINE ON PAGE 2A

BY BAILEY LITTLE

bailey.little@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — Larry C. Dix, 69, 

of Grassy Creek has pleaded guilty to 

four counts of indecent liberties with 

a child in Ashe County Superior Court 

on Feb. 8. Superior Court was held at 

10 a.m. at Ashe County Courthouse. 

The Hon. Michael D. Duncan presid-

ed over the court.

Among the cases being heard that 

morning was that of Dix.

According to court documents, 

signed Feb. 8, “the 

charges will be 

Consolidate into 

two judgements 

and defendant shall 

receive a sentence of 

13 to 25 months on 

each judgement to 

run at the expira-

tion of each other for 

a total of 26 to 50 months.”

Also according to court documents, 

the sentence shall be suspended and 

the defendant shall be placed on 

supervised probation and the state 

will not seek a permanent no contact 

order with the victim.

The plea arrangement also states 

that Dix must register as a sex offend-

er for a period of 30 years.

Dix, 69, of Grassy Creek, was 

arrested Thursday, Aug. 27, and 

charged with four counts of indecent 

liberties with a minor. According to 

the warrants for his arrest, Dix “un-

lawfully, willfully and feloniously did 

Dix pleads guilty to crimes against children

SEE DIX ON PAGE 3A
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ASHE COUNTY — During the 

weekend, a few local nursing homes 

in Ashe County received an outpour-

ing of love and gifts from the commu-

nity in celebration of Valentine’s Day.

At Margate Health and Rehab, 

community members stopped by to 

drop off candy, cards and gifts for the 
residents. 

Christy Wise, activities director ex-

pressed how the residents have been 

receiving treats for years now. 

”We have such a support of commu-

nity,” said Wise. “We’re so blessed to 

have that.”

People often bring cards to hand 

out to the residents and assortments 

of different candies. The team at 
Margate even made necklaces for the 

seniors to hand out in celebration 

of the day. Activities at Margate put 

together “cherry fluff” for the se-

niors and local Mary Miller brought 

Valentine’s cards for the veterans who 

reside there. 

Skyline National Bank dropped off 
candy to the citizens of Margate as 

well.

Wise took to Facebook to thank 

all of the people who volunteered to 

stop by and wish everyone a happy 

Valentine’s Day. 

”We had a really nice Valentine’s 

Day,” Wise said. 

Valentine’s Day comes with gifts 
and treats for local nursing homes

SUBMITTED BY MARGATE HEALTH AND REHAB

Mary Miller drops off Valentine’s Day cards to Margate’s veterans.

DIX

SEE NURSING ON PAGE 4A

BY BAILEY LITTLE
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JEFFERSON — Ashley 

O. Church, 28, of Millers 

Creek, pleaded guilty in 

Ashe County Superior 

Court on Feb. 9 to 43 

counts of larceny by em-

ployee, a Class C Felony.

The Hon. Michael D. 

Duncan presided over 

the court.

According to court 

docu-

ments, 

Church 

will 

serve 

“an 

active 

sen-

tence in 

the mit-

igated range of a mini-

mum of 44 months and a 

Church pleads guilty to 
embezzlement charges

CHURCH

SEE CHURCH ON PAGE 3A


