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WEST JEFFERSON — 
Applications for the 2022-
23 NC Artist Support Grant 
are now under way and 
interested artists have until 
September 9 to complete an 
application.

Each year, grant money is 
made available through the 
North Carolina Arts Council 
that range from $500 to 
as much as $3,000. Artists 

from Ashe County, Allegh-
any County, Avery County, 
Watauga County and Wilkes 
County are eligible to apply.

Last year, a total of 29 
artists applied for grants 
and those that qualified 
for grants were award-
ed $15,500. More than 
$50,000 in grants were 
requested from applicants.

The wide variety of 
projects awarded include 
not only artistic work, but 
also the purchase of new 

equipment, workshop devel-
opment, covering the cost 
of travel expenses to artist 
exhibitions or conferences 
and the creation of numer-
ous multimedia promotional 
materials such as music 
CDs, DVDs, websites and 
print materials.

Grant winners will be 
announced during the week 
of Sept. 23 to 28 and will be 
honored at an award cere-
mony on Oct. 12.

Award winners for the 

2021-2022 Artist Support 
Grants were Andrea Vail, 
Bunny Eaton, Andrea 
Connell, Matthew Wimber-
ly, Jorge Escobar, IlaSa-
hai Prouty, Shay Martin 
Lovette, Thomas Rowell, 
Iona Jones, Timothy Larson, 
and Andi Gelsthorpe of 
Watauga County, Jewel Da-
vis, Spencer Kilby, and Tom 
Hansell of Ashe County, 
Ronnie Hughes of Alleghany 
County and Steve Rapoport 
of Wilkes County.

NC Artist Support Grant applications to be accepted through Sept. 9
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JEFFERSON — The Ashe County Board of Commis-
sioners met in a regular session meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 1 in the third floor commissioner meeting court-
room at the Ashe County Courthouse.

Those present were Vice Chair William Sands, Chuck 
Olive, Jerry Powers and Jonathan Jordan. Chair Todd 
McNeill was not present due to his duties in Chapel Hill 
for commissioner purposes.

The meeting began with the approval of the budget 
work session minutes as well as the June 20 regular 
meeting minutes. They were approved unanimously.

The first presentation of the meeting was from Emer-
gency Management Coordinator Patty Gambill for the 
resolution providing limitations of tax rates in the Ashe 
County EMS/Rescue Service district. Gambill was not 
able to attend the meeting in person, but was able to 
communicate via Zoom.

“Last year the rescue squad requested that the board 
establish a rescue service district to ensure continuity in 
the amount of funding that they receive,” said Gambill. 
“The resolution is the first step in creating the rescue 
district and it would include all areas that are outside of 
the current municipalities. It caps their tax rate to $.05 
per $100 valuation.”

The commissioners were asked to approve the resolu-
tion and their action would cap the rate at five cents, but 
it would not be established until the following budget 
year. After approval of the resolution, there will be a 
public hearing for the item in September The resolution 
was approved by the board.

DSS Director Tracie Downer then presented budget 
amendments to the board.

The first increased the appropriation for the DSS from 
$9,628,637 to $9,669,691 which is to be made with an 
appropriation from the Low-Income Household Water 
Assistance Program, which was awarded in Dec. of 2021 
but had not been fully spent as of June 30. This will 
need to be re-appropriated in Fiscal Year 2022-23. This 
was approved by the board.

The next amendment was to increase the DSS from 
$9,669,691 to $6,676,936 with an appropriation to be 
made with an unappropriated state allocation of APS 
Essential Services funding made available July 1. This 
will help with wards and other adult services. It was also 
approved by the commissioners.

Dewey Covington, Commander VFW Post 7946, then 
gave a presentation on the Honor Flight to Washington, 
D.C., for combat veterans. This celebrates’s America’s 
veterans by inviting them to share in a day of honor at 
the nation’s memorials.

“The flight is totally free,” said Covington. “Our rooms 
are paid for, our meals are paid for and every where 
we go, there will be escorts, guardians, physicians and 
nurse practitioners. It is an all-expense paid trip. It is a 
real honor to go on.”

Covington went on to ask for a member of the Ashe 
County government to help in their part in finding 
veterans around the area who are interested in the 
flight. The commissioners encouraged Covington to get 
a database from the Veterans Service office and have 
those who are interested, reach out to him directly.

Next on the agenda was Beth Sorrell, vice president 
on the Board of Directors at the Habitat for Humanity.

Sorrell gave information on what the Ashe County 
Habitat for Humanity does. In the county, the establish-
ment has been building houses for low-income families 
since 2008. They are about to finish their eighth house 
on Hickory Hill. All of their houses are highly energy 

BOC approve requests, 
discuss resolutions and 
hear presentations from 

local Ashe County 
establishments
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JEFFERSON — The Ashe 
County Board of Education 
met in a regular session 
meeting on Aug. 1 at the 
annex of Ashe County 
Schools.

Those present were Chair 
Josh Roten, Vice Chair Di-
anne Eldreth, Polly Jones, 
Dr. Kim Simmons, Wes 
Cornwell and Superinten-
dent Dr. Eisa Cox.

The meeting began with a 
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The Ashe County Board of Education met in a regular session meeting on Aug. 1.

Board of Education gears up 
for 2022-23 school year
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WEST JEFFERSON — 
With another school year 
just around the corner, 
many parents and their 
children are heading out on 
back-to-school shopping 
sprees. For some Ashe 
County students, they are 
just hoping to have some 
new shoes that fit and 
will last them through the 
school year.

Shoes For Kids, a local 
nonprofit organization 
started by Martin Little and 
Melody Rector in 2013, has 
made it their mission to be 
able to provide high-quality, 
name-brand shoes for less 

privileged children in Ashe 
County.

“Every penny of money 
donated goes to buy shoes 
for kids. We don’t use 
any money for anything 
other than buying shoes for 
kids. The board members 
pitch in and take care of 
all administrative costs so 
that every penny goes to 
buying shoes,” Rector said. 
“We have shoe closets at all 
seven Ashe County schools, 
every childcare facility and 
at DSS. Every needy child 
from birth through 12th 
grade has access to properly 
fitting shoes.”

In the Ashe County 

Shoes For Kids program striving to help those in need

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Melody Rector (back row at left) and Martin Little (front row at right) shop for new shoes at Shoe Carnival in Boone.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Melody Rector spent some time shopping for shoes at the Shoe 
Department at the Boone Mall.

Happy feet
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