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WEST JEFFERSON — This year’s North 

Carolina Downhill Race at Mount Jefferson 
State Natural Area will be an official World 
Cup Event, which will make the park one of 

only six venues in the world to host such an 
event.

Park Superintendent Joseph Shimel made 
the announcement on Jan. 11.

“We are excited to be hosting this event 

Annual NC Downhill Race at Mount Jefferson an Official World Cup Event
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JEFFERSON — Ashe County Schools Superin-

tendent Phyllis Yates announced her upcoming 
retirement, effective July 1, at the Ashe County 

Board of Education meeting on Jan. 13.
Yates made the announcement during the 

comments from the superintendent portion of the 
meeting. 

It was an emotional and reflective time for not 
only Yates, but for her fellow board members as 
well.

“I wouldn’t trade my experience for anything 
in the world. I love my job and my work family,” 
Yates said, following the announcement.

Yates said she feels it is time for her to retire 
after her 44 years of service, to spend time with 
her family and to plan a trip out West with her 
husband, as they have always wanted to do.

Yates announces 
retirement at 

BOE Meeting
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The Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League 
and Protect Our Fresh Air recently joined Ashe 
County’s legal challenge of an asphalt plant permit 
in Glendale Springs.

On Jan. 2, the citizen groups filed a friend-of-the-
court brief, known as an amicus curiae, in the Su-

preme Court of North Carolina. The organizations’ 
legal arguments will be considered by the high court 
alongside the appeal filed by the Ashe County Board 
of Commissioners, which also calls for denial of the 
county polluting industries permit.

Commissioners have challenged the decision by 
the planning board to issue a permit since 2016. 
Subsequent appeals have now placed the issue be-

fore the state’s highest court.
Ashe County Manager Adam Stumb offered a 

statement about where the county stands in terms of 

Update on county 
Glendale Springs 

Asphalt Plant Case
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T
he Ashe County 

High School Van-

guard Marching 
Band received its 

Turkey Trophy from the 

Novant Health Thanks-

giving Day Parade on Jan. 
8 — the band had been 
announced as the winner 
of the Battle of the Bands 
competition on Dec. 9, fol-

lowing a voting period that 
was opened on Thanksgiv-

ing and was available for a 
week.

The band’s drum majors, 
Julia Bassett and Katie 
Matheson, shared some 
insight about how winning 
first place in the Battle of 
the Bands really enhanced 
the band’s season.

“The parade was a lot 
of fun, we go down there 
every year and we came 
kind of close last year, but 
then we were beat by a 

Charlotte band. So, it was 
really exciting this year 
to get it, especially after 
such a successful season,” 
Bassett said.

The winner of the 

Ashe High School Husky Vanguard Marching Band celebrates successful season
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From left, Austin Teaster, sophomore sousaphone player, with Jonathan Stacey from WBTV, holds up 

the Turkey Trophy the band recently received. Stacey presented the Husky Vanguard Marching Band 

with the trophy on Jan. 8 as its award for winning first place in the Battle of the Bands competition at 

the Novant Health Thanksgiving Day Parade in Charlotte.
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