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JEFFERSON — Motorists trav-
eling along East Main Street in 
Jefferson may have witnessed a 
peculiar sight on Sept. 23 — cops 
on the roof of the local Hardee’s. 
The officers on the scene, how-
ever, were not responding to a 
criminal disturbance, but rather 
answering the call in the fight 
against childhood cancer.

Modeled after the statewide 
Cops on Top campaign which 
raises money for the Special 
Olympics, the Rooftops Cops 
event provides a means for 
Ashe County law enforcement 
to directly impact local children 
suffering from cancer. The day’s 
festivities marked the first time 
local law enforcement have held 
this event. 

“They have what they call 
Cops on Top, which me and my 
wife have been a part of for the 
Special Olympics and we wanted 
something that was directly 
effective for Ashe County,” said 
Ashe County Sheriff Phil How-
ell. “We’ve seen probably two to 
three kids each year that has got 
some kind of cancer, so starting 
this year — we’ll do this every 
year starting in September — 
we’re going to try to raise money 
for those families.”

Beginning at 6:30 a.m. on 

Thursday, about 40 officers 
representing a variety of differ-
ent agencies did their part to 
raise awareness by taking a 2-4 
hours shifts on top of Hardee’s 
throughout the day. The sight 
caught the eye of the restaurant’s 
patrons and passersby, who in 
turn made donations to their 

cause.
Law enforcement agencies 

involved in the fundraiser in-
cluded the Ashe County Sheriff’s 
Office, West Jefferson Police 
Department, Jefferson Police 
Department, NC Highway Patrol, 
NC State Parks, U.S. Marshal 
Service, the State Bureau of In-

vestigation and local probations 
officers. 

“I think it’s a good thing, my 
sister just got diagnosed with 
stage four cancer,” said deputy 
Nick Johnson, one of the officer’s 
participating event. “I think it’s 
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Local law enforcement officers Daniel Cox, EJ Friesland, Nick Johnson, Zack Vogler, Matt Hartzog and Zach Hudler, along with Hardee’s employees David Bau-

guess, Domanique Medrano and Mckenzie Poole pose for a quick photo outside the Jefferson Hardee’s during the Rooftop Cops event. The event — a fundraiser in 

honor of Childhood Cancer Awareness Month — will benefit Ashe County children suffering from the disease.
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A group calling themselves Tim Lewis and Friends plays for guests during the Rooftop Cops event on Sept. 23.

Rooftop cops

First time fundraiser yields more than $10,000 for Ashe children battling cancer

SEE FUNDRAISER ON PAGE 2A
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LANSING — The Town of 
Lansing has been tucked away 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains for 
a number of years, being one of 
Ashe County’s best-kept secrets. 
With the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, that secret has been 
released and the town has been 
growing more than ever within 
the past year.

Project Manager for the 
Greater Lansing Area Develop-
ment Rene Shuford said that the 
pandemic, though it has been a 
tragic event for our country and 
world, was a blessing in disguise 

for the town. New business-
es have opened their doors to 
locals and tourists, the Lansing 
Creeper Trail Park has upgraded 
for events, fishing, walking and 
more, the Lost Province Cen-
ter for Cultural Arts has been 
booming with classes for all ages 
and fairs and the town itself 
is getting beautified more and 
more as time goes on.

“We want to spread the word 
on this wonderful place,” said 
Shuford. “We have opened up a 
lot of opportunities for business-
es and housing within the past 
few years.”

Shuford and long-time histo-
rian Jim Parsons spoke on the 

newest addition to the town, 
the Old Orchard Creek General 
Store. The store is located right 
in downtown Lansing and offers 
Hatchet Coffee, books, an array 
of foods, handmade leather ac-
cessories, wine and more.

“This has been a blessing to 
the town,” said Shuford. “Busi-
ness has been booming with 
the free concerts put on by the 
business as well as the addition 
to new menu items coming up in 
the future.”

The store is planning on 
upgrading their menu with 
more baked goods including 
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On Tuesday, Sept. 21, U.S. 
Secretary of Education Miguel 
Cardona recognized a total of 325 
schools as 2021 National Blue 
Ribbon Schools, including eight in 
North Carolina and one very close 
to home.

Blue Ridge El-
ementary School 
was recognized 
as a Blue Ribbon 
School, which 
is a recogni-
tion based on a 
school’s over-
all academic 
performance 
or progress in 

closing achievement gaps among 
student subgroups.

“Receiving the National Blue Rib-
bon School award affirms the hard 
work and dedication of the staff 
and students at Blue Ridge,” said 
principal Joallen Lowder. “I am 
honored to be part of an incredible 
school family, who work together to 
make great things happen for our 
students.”

Lowder also stated that the 
school is planning a ceremony to 
celebrate the new title.

“Blue Ridge Elementary School’s 
selection as a National Blue Rib-
bon School is a testament of the 
dedication of our teachers, staff 
and families to all children and the 
entire Blue Ridge community,” said 

Blue Ridge 
Elementary 

named a 2021 
National Blue 
Ribbon School
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WEST JEFFERSON — The 
Haunted Factory of Ashe County 
opened its doors on Friday Sept. 
24 to all who are ready to feel 
the spookiness of the Halloween 
season.

Starting the season early on in 
Sept. through building, producing 
and constructing, The Haunted 
Factory offers an array of frights, 
having many actors, costume 
designers, makeup artists and 
more. The Factory itself is a sight 
to see, its old architecture being 
enough to insight fear in those 
who choose to pass through the 

Haunted 
Factory offering 

fright nights 
throughout 

October

SEE SCHOOL ON PAGE 3A

Joallen Lowder

SEE FACTORY ON PAGE 3A

Y’all come back: Lansing continues its growth and impact in Ashe County
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The main road in Lansing has become a scenic byway, perfect for a peaceful 

mountain drive.SEE LANSING ON PAGE 5A


