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JEFFERSON — Warm 
rays of sunlight poked 
through a partly overcast 
sky on the afternoon of 
May 30, as crowds of Ashe 
County residents gathered 
at the Ashelawn Memo-
rial Gardens for the 54th 
Annual Memorial Day 
Service.

The event was hosted by 
the staff of Badger Funer-
al Homes and Ashelawn 
Memorial Chapel and 
Gardens and featured an 
afternoon of prayer and 
reflection honoring Amer-
ica’s fallen service mem-
bers. The event featured 
an honor guard made up of 
local veterans, a 21-gun sa-
lute and a live performance 
of the national anthem. 
The crowd stood in quiet 
contemplation as the roll 
of honor — a list of local 
veterans the community 
has lost the past two years 
— was read allowed.

Present for the after-
noon’s service was U.S. 
Congresswomen Virginia 
Foxx, who represents 
North Carolina’s 5th dis-
trict and served as as the 
event’s guest speaker. 

“Wonderful crowd here 
for us today. As (Rep.) 
Foxx said here in her 

speech we’re blessed to 
have such a caring com-
munity for their veterans 
— those that we have living 
and those that are de-
ceased,” said Josh Roten, 
owner of Badger Funeral 
Homes and Ashelawn 

Memorial Gardens. “We’re 
just blessed to be a host 
for this event. Really I 
couldn’t think of a better 
setting for Memorial Day 
than to be in the memorial 
garden to have that.”

“Josh, his family and 

the staff did an absolutely 
beautiful job of putting on 
this event. I am thrilled 
every time I’m here to be 
with the families of veter-
ans and those who have 
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Scores of Ashe County residents showed up at the Ashelawn Memorial Gardens on May 30 to reflect and pay their respects to the fallen.
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An honor guard comprised of local veterans honored the fallen during the 54th annual Memorial Day 

service on May 30.

Honoring heroes

Crowds gather for the 54th annual Memorial Day Service
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ASHE COUNTY — This past year, 
an Ashe County educator earned the 
honored title of Kenan Fellow. Now, 
she hopes to not only apply her 
hands-on experience to the class-
room, but to help promote agricul-
ture as a top-notch career choice to 
her students.

In April 2020 Barbra Heufel, a 

third grade teacher 
at Ashe County’s 
Mountain View 
Elementary School, 
received word that 
she was selected 
as one of only 19 
teachers from 
across the state to 
be a Kenan Fellow.

Since 2000 the 
Kenan Fellowship — an initiative of 

the Kenan Institute for Engineering, 
Technology & Science at North Car-
olina State University — has helped 
addresses the need for high-quality 
professional development for educa-
tors in North Carolina.

HHeufel’s selection, which was 
made possible through a partner-
ship between the Kenan Fellow-
ship, North Carolina Farm Bureau, 

Local teacher earns title of Kenan Fellow, uses 
experience to promote local agriculture
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chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

The seniors who once 
walked the halls of Ashe 
County High School and 
the Ashe Early College 
stepped onto the stage to 
receive their diplomas on 
May 27 and 28, moving 
their tassels from right to 
left and finally becoming 
high school graduates.

On May 27 at West-
wood Elementary School, 
14 seniors took to the 
stage as the first gradu-

ates from the Ashe Early 
College, opening up just 
a few years ago in 2018. 
Led by senior speakers, 
Principal Elaine Cox, 
Superintendent Dr. Eisa 
Cox, Wilkes Community 
College President Dr. Jeff 
Cox and special guest 
former Superintendent 
Phyllis Yates, the cere-
mony was intimate as 
families gathered around 
to celebrate the graduat-
ing seniors.

Graduates take 
their final walk 

across the stage
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A ceremonial stage was set up in the gym of ACHS as the grad-

uates prepared to walk, May 27-28. 
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JEFFERSON — The 
North Carolina Commis-
sioner of Labor Josh Dob-
son traveled from Raleigh 
to the mountains of Ashe 
County to meet with the 
board of commissioners 
and Ambulance Division 
Controller at AEV Greg 
Warmuth to tour the re-
cently built facility, located 
in the old Gates building in 
Jefferson.

Those in attendance 
with the board of commis-
sioners were Chair Todd 
McNeill, Chuck Olive and 
Jerry Powers along with 
County Manager Adam 
Stumb and Clerk Ashley 

Honeycutt.
The tour took place at 

the new location of AEV, 
101 Gates Lane, Jefferson, 
which will soon become 
the main headquarters as 
the old building, occupied 
for 25 years on American 
Way in Jefferson, will soon 
move its facilities to the 
newer building.

Warmuth explained the 
different parts of the facil-
ity and how the job oppor-
tunities have increased to 
nearly 400 as the company 
continues to expand.

With the invasion of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Warmuth and his team did 
not panic or shutdown. 

Commissioner of Labor 
joins Ashe County 

commissioners 
in tour of AEV

SEE AEV ON PAGE 4

SEE GRADUATES ON PAGE 7

Barbara Heufel


