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BY ANDREW COLE 
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JEFFERSON — Crowds gathered 
in the halls of the Ashe County’s 
historic 1904 Courthouse on the af-
ternoon of June 11, to celebrate the 
Museum of Ashe County History’s 
newest exhibit.

The exhibit, titled “Real Amer-
icans: Native Americans in Ashe 
County” puts focus on what life in 
the region was like prior to Europe-
an settlement and features a large 
number of American Indian artifacts 
found in Ashe County and the sur-
rounding area.

“We did over three months worth 
of research to prepare for this ex-
hibit,” said Don Long, curator of the 
Museum of Ashe County History. 
“One of the things we were deter-
mined to do was to present the Na-
tive American story from their own 
perspective. To try to understand 
how they saw their story, and to tell 
it their way.”

Though the finishing touches 
had been put on the exhibit around 
the end of 2020, due to COVID-19 
protocols the museum has been 
waiting for the right opportunity to 
celebrate the exhibit’s opening with 
the public.

The “Real Americans” exhibit 
offers both a broad overview of var-
ious Native American cultures from 
across the nation, while also putting 

major focus on regional tribes such 
as the Cherokee. The display also 
features a wide range of artifacts 
found in the area, including projec-
tile points, arrowheads and pottery, 
as well as a unique stone face effigy.

“This particular exhibit was made 
from a contribution from an indi-
vidual here in Ashe County who 
collected a lot of his artifacts here 
in the county — the majority of 

them. So it’s not like you’re doing an 
exhibit of something that’s not from 
the area. It’s representative of the 
history of the county,” said Dr. Lee 
Beckworth, president of the Museum 
of Ashe County History. “Don Long 
did the set up for the exhibit, he did 
a great job presenting the artifacts 
and everyone that visited seemed 

Museum of Ashe County History holds evening celebration to show off its newest exhibit
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The Museum of Ashe County History is housed inside the historic 1904 Ashe County Court-

house which is located at 301 East Main Street in Jefferson.

Door to the past

SEE MUSEUM ON PAGE 2A
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ASHE COUNTY — AppHealthCare 
has recorded two new COVID-19 deaths 
in Ashe County as of June 15, totaling 
the number of deaths at 46.

As of June 16, there were seven active 
cases in Ashe County, two active cases 
in Alleghany and 10 active cases in 
Watauga. In total, Ashe has seen 2,266 
cumulative cases since testing for the 
virus began. Alleghany has the lowest 
of the three counties with 1,066 and 
Watauga has the highest with 4,744.

Currently, 11 individuals are being 
actively monitored in Ashe. None are 
being monitored in Alleghany and only 
one is being monitored in Watauga.

With the two deaths, Ashe County 
has posted the most fatalities in the 
three counties with 46. Watauga trailed 
behind with 31 and Alleghany has 
remained at a low five.

The report of the two deaths comes 
just as the county reaches 39 percent 
fully vaccinated. Forty-two percent of 
the population has received at least one 
dose.

In a recent June 11 situation update 

provided by AppHealthCare, it stated 
that cases have declined in recent weeks 
aside from two individuals in the Ashe 
County Detention Center. The last posi-
tive test result was recorded on June 7.

“As COVID-19 continues to impact 
our community, we encourage every-
one to do their part to help reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. The safety 
and well-being of our community is 
our top priority. We have protocols 
in place to ensure that we are able to 
meet the needs of our patients and our 
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JEFFERSON — From 
June 7 to June 10, the 
Ashe County Board of 
Commissioners held 
budget sessions for the 
proposed budget in fiscal 
year 2021-22 in the Agri-
cultural Services Building 
conference room on the 
courthouse grounds.

Those in attendance of 
the sessions were Chair 
Todd McNeill, Vice Chair 
William Sands, Chuck 
Olive, Jonathan Jordan, 
County Manager Adam 
Stumb, Finance Officer 
Sandy Long, Assistant 
Finance Officer/Hu-
man Resources Director 
Angela Eggers, Deputy 
Finance Officer Teresa 
Bare and Ashe County 
Clerk to the Board Ashley 
Honeycutt.

At this time, the cur-
rent fund amount for 
the proposed budget has 
not been calculated or 
released. The amount 
total is set to be pre-
sented to the Commis-

sioners at their June 21 
meeting. The board will 
hold a public hearing at 
the meeting and deter-
mine the approval of the 
budget.

On May 17, Ashe 
County Manager Adam 
Stumb presented the 
2021-22 budget to the 
commissioners in their 
regular session meeting. 
Stumb said the upcoming 
budget will be all-encom-
passing of the businesses 
in Ashe who are included 
in said budget.

“As anticipated, the 
current fiscal year 2020-
21 brought plenty of 
uncertainties surround-
ing the pandemic,” said 
Stumb. “Some revenue 
numbers have been 
growing while sales and 
occupancy tax have been 
driving the game because 
of local travel and sales 
generated from feder-
al stimulus payments. 
While these gains have 
been beneficial, there’s 
no expectation that they 

Ashe County Board of 
Commissioners hold 
budget sessions for 
fiscal year 2021-22

SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 3A
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Ashe County Sheriff B. 
Phil Howell said that the 
Ashe County Detention 
Facility may be on the 
verge of having its first 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“This morning (June 
9) we received news of 
two inmates who were 
housed in the Ashe 
County Detention Facil-
ity for Watauga County 
have tested positive for 
the corona virus after 
spending time inside our 
facility,” Howell said in a 
statement. “AppHealth-
Care notified the sher-
iff’s office after the two 
inmates were returned to 
the Watauga Detention 
Facility and tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 virus. 
We are following all rec-

ommended procedures 
by AppHealthCare to get 
a full assessment of the 
situation.

“While our primary 
functions are for the 
equal care of our staff 
and inmates who work 
and reside here 24 hours 
a day, we want to assure 
everyone that we are 
taking every precau-
tion to keep all who are 
involved safe and the 
potential of spread con-
tained.”

“We are extremely for-
tunate to have a commit-
ted, compassionate staff 
who work as a team for 
Ashe County. We have 
been extremely blessed 
up to this point that our 
protocols and hard work 
in protecting everyone to 
this point has worked,” 
the sheriff said.

Ashe County Detention 
Facility sees possible 

COVID-19 cases

Ashe reports two new COVID-19 related deaths

SEE COVID-19 ON PAGE 4A
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Don Jackson takes a look at a display about rural Appalachian home-life during the June 11, event at the Museum of Ashe County History.


