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JEFFERSON — The Ashe County Board 

of Commissioners met in regular session on 

May 18 at 9 a.m. at Ashe County Courthouse 

to discuss the economic impact of the new 

Ashe Industrial Park and discuss COVID-19 

updates.

The meeting was not open to the public, 

but was available in livestream on the Ashe 

County Government website.

This meeting and all previous meet-

ings can be assessed at by clicking 

the “Commissioners” tab on the 

website and then clicking the 

tab labeled “Meeting Agendas, 

Minutes and Videos” from the 

drop-down menu.

There were no public com-

ments at this meeting.

Crystal Morphis, president of 

Creative Economic Development Con-

sulting provided the economic analysis of the 

proposed Ashe Industrial Park.

Morphis said the proposed business 

park is almost 42 acres with about 

39 acres in the site plan.

She and her team mod-

eled what would happen if a 

manufacturer built a building 

on each one of the five lots and 
estimated the building range to 

be about about 10,000 square feet 

of building per acre.

“We know we could get more building on 

there, but sometimes there are limitations in 

terms of topography and want to have plenty 

of room for parking and then expansion of 

those buildings as well,” Morphis said.

They also identified some potential sectors 
of manufacturers including another ambu-

lance manufacturer, electrical equipment, 

surgical devices or advanced textiles.

“There’s probably going to be a lot of 

medical-related manufacturing moved back 

BOC discusses Ashe Industrial Park, Covid-19
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ASHE COUNTY — While the 

number of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) 

had been trickling into Ashe 

County, the county has seen a 

spike, jumping up to 23 active 

cases, as of press time.

After the first case confirmed 
in the county by AppHealthCare 

Ashe Covid-19 

numbers 

continue 

to climb

BY JAMIE SHELL
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RALEIGH — A federal judge 

issued an order on Saturday, 

May 16, that temporarily halts 

Federal judge issues 
order temporarily 

blocking governor’s 
religious service 

restrictions
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JEFFERSON — A special 

drive-by celebration for seniors 

in the JROTC program at Ashe 

County High School was held 

at the Ashe County Courthouse 

Circle on May 15. There was a 

large turnout as parents, family 

members, friends and com-

munity members came out to 

celebrate and recognize these 

seniors in a special way.

The event was organized 

by two JROTC parents, Cara 

Elliott and April Sullivan. The 

Ashe County Sheriff’s Office 

and Sheriff B. Phil Howell 

helped organize and sponsor 

the event.

Those participating in the 

drive-by began lining up in 

their cars at the parking lot 

behind Hardees at 5:30 p.m. At 

6 p.m. the line of cars, escorted 

by the Sheriff’s Office made 

its way up Government Circle 

Road adjacent to Burger King 

before circling around to the 

front of the courthouse where 

the cadets were lined up on the 

sidewalk.

Once they made their way 

to the front of the courthouse, 

people in their cars waved, 

cheered and held signs congrat-

ulating the seniors. Some cars 

were decked out with American 

Flags and balloons and had 

messages written in window 

marker.

JROTC cadets who were 

present were Drake Elliott, 

Faith Greer, Dylan Little, Alex 

Faw, Bethany Bare, Montana 

Rose, Zac Somers, Morgan 

Liszka, Savannah Lewis, Torin 

Potter, Dixie Barker, Sarah 

Culp and Richard Osborne.

The 13 JROTC seniors pres-

Special drive-by celebration honors 
seniors in JROTC program
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The seniors who are part of the JROTC program at Ashe County High School who were present for the drive-by celebra-

tion on May 15 pose for a photo on the courthouse steps. Row 1, from Left: Alex Faw, Bethany Bare, Montana Rose and 

Torin Potter; row 2, from Left: Savannah Lewis and Richard Osborne; row 3: Zac Somers; row 4 From Left: Dylan Little, 

Drake Elliott and Morgan Liszka; row 5 From Left: Dixie Barker, Sarah Culp and Faith Greer; row 6: Sheriff B. Phil Howell.
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