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ASHE COUNTY — You 

may see an influx of runners 
on the road this weekend as 
the 2022 Blue Ridge Relay 
will be happening on Friday 
and Saturday, Sept. 9-10.

The race is one of the 
longest continually running 
relay race that is held in the 
United States. The relay 
consists of teams with a 
minimum of four people 
and a maximum of 12 peo-
ple that will race through 36 
different legs of a relay that 
will cover 208 miles.

The Blue Ridge Relay be-
gins at Grayson Highlands 
State Park in Virginia at an 
elevation of over 4,900 feet. 
The course will then take 
runners through Jeffer-

son, West Jefferson, Todd, 
Boone, Blowing Rock, Lin-
ville, Newland, Spruce Pine, 
Bakersville and Burnsville 
before the finish line in 
Asheville.

Runners will get a chance 
to not only travel through 
some of the most beautiful 
terrain in the country, but 
also run on or alongside 
several national landmarks. 
Runners will be on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway for nearly 
20 miles and will also run 
along nearly 14 miles of the 
New River. Once runners 
make it to Linville, they will 
run a little over 10 miles 
along the south side of 
Grandfather Mountain.

According to race orga-
nizers, the planning for the 

Blue Ridge Relay running through the High Country this weekend
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The Blue Ridge Relay will start at Grayson Highlands State Park on Friday, Sept. 9 and finish in Asheville on Saturday, Sept. 10.
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WEST JEFFERSON — The annual Olde Time An-
tiques Fair in downtown West Jefferson is back for an 
11th year with another large crowd expected to fill the 
streets.

“We are getting an incredible amount of vendors 
this year. We’ve probably got about 65 spaces that 
have already come in. It’s going to be quite a bit bigger 
and we are expecting a large crowd,” said Keith Wood-
ie, who organizes the antiques fair each year. “We are 
still accepting vendors and it looks like we are going 
to expand up next to Boondocks this year. We’ve had 
such good responses from vendors.”

Vendors will begin setting up Friday morning, Sept. 
16. The antiques fair will officially get underway at 
1 p.m. and be open until 8 p.m. Friday evening. The 
fair starts back again Saturday morning at 8 a.m. and 
will conclude at 5 p.m. that evening.

“There will be a lot of handmade items, antiques 
and collectibles. We are even allowing some newer 
crafts and things like that this year. We have at least 
six businesses in town that are taking part as well,” 
Woodie said.

In addition to the numerous craft and antique ven-
dors, there will be food and drink vendors lining the 
streets so people can shop and eat while enjoying the 
evening in downtown West Jefferson.

Applications for vendors are still being accepted 
and more information on that can be found online at 
WJAntiquesFair.com.

West Jefferson’s 
Olde Time 

Antiques Fair 
coming up 
Sept. 16-17
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Shoppers can find a little bit of everything at the annual Olde 
Time Antiques Fair in downtown West Jefferson happening Sept. 
16-17
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WEST JEFFERSON — 
The fifth annual Beer for 
My Horses.... and Wine 
“FUNraiser” at The Tavern 
in downtown West Jeffer-
son will be happening on 
Thursday, Sept. 15 from 
5-7:30 p.m. The annual 
event takes place as a key 

fundraiser for Southern 
Sun Farm Sanctuary, which 
specializes in rescuing 
horses that have dealt with 
different levels of abuse and 
neglect, and providing them 
with a home and proper 
care.

The ever-popular horse 
kissing booth will return for 
this year’s fundraiser as well 
as a live auction, live music 

and a special celebration for 
the release of the book “Doc 
Makes Friends” by Pam 
Lather and illustrated by 
Anna Welsh.

Southern Sun Farm, 
owned and operated by 
John and Ann Lisk, have 
made it their mission to 
provide a safe and secure 
place for abandoned, 
abused, neglected or un-

wanted horses. This fund-
raiser is one of the most 
popular and most import-
ant of the year for the farm. 
Southern Sun Farm Sanctu-
ary is a 501 © (3) non-profit 
that sees volunteers provide 
almost all of the daily work 
that is done on the farm.

“Other than specialty stuff 

Fundraiser to benefit Southern Sun 
Farm Sanctuary set for Sept. 15
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WEST JEFFERSON 
— On Tuesday, Aug. 30 
at 11:44 p.m., a call was 
made to Ashe County 911 
Dispatch concerning a fire 
at Cobble Creek Lumber in 
downtown West Jefferson.

Cobble Creek Lumber is 
a family-owned business 
with roots stretching back 
to over 50 years.

A part of the lumber 
yard, just across the street 
from Jefferson Station, 
caught fire and burned 
throughout the night and 
into the day on Aug. 31. 
The fire raged throughout 
the area, filling the air with 
a bright red hue and ashy 
smoke.

According to Emergen-
cy Management’s Patty 
Gambill, crews were quick 
to arrive at the scene and a 
number of local and near-
by organizations gathered 
together to fight the fire.

Those organizations 
were West Jefferson VFD, 
Jefferson VFD, War-
rensville VFRD, Pond 
Mountain VFRD, Laurel 
Springs VFRD, Deep Gap 
VFD, Todd VFRD, Glen-
dale VFD, Lansing VFRD, 
New River VFRD, Creston 
VFD, Fleetwood VFRD, NC 
Forestry Service — Ashe 
Office, Boone Fire Depart-
ment, Piney Creek Fire 
Department, Wilbar Fire 
Department, Meatcamp 
Fire Department, Rugby 
Fire Department, Ashe 
Medics, West Jefferson 
PD, Ashe County Sheriff’s 
Office, Ashe County Emer-
gency Management to in-
clude the Ashe County Fire 
Marshal and Deputy Fire 
Marshal Ashe County DSS 
Ashe County Communica-
tions, Blue Ridge Energies, 
Frontier Gas, Ashe County 
Transportation Author-

ity, American Red Cross 
volunteers, Town of West 
Jefferson and the Town of 
Jefferson.

Gambill also stated that 
the NC Office of State Fire 
Marshall’s Office was at 
the scene on Aug. 31. 

”Several million gallons 
of water were used this 
week during firefighting 
operations at Cobble Creek 
Lumber with some vol-
unteers and staff working 
almost 24 hours straight 
Tuesday night through 
Wednesday,” said Gambill. 
“Some of these same vol-
unteers returned on Sept. 
1 and worked all day to ex-
pose and soak hotspots to 
prevent further flare ups.

”Many individuals and 
local businesses donated 
and/or helped provide 
supplies and resources 
for the response efforts. 
People often don’t realize 

Structure fire engulfs Cobble 
Creek Lumber in West Jefferson
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Cobble Creek Lumber was engulfed in flames on the night of Aug. 30.
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A Warrensville VFD firefighter heads to the scene in West Jefferson.SEE FIRE ON PAGE 2A


