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WEST JEFFERSON — A second 

mass vaccination event was held at 

Ashe County High School on Sat-

urday, Feb. 20, with 520 second 

doses of the Moderna vaccine were 

administered at the clinic.

The first mass vaccination at 
ACHS was held on Jan. 23. Those 

vaccinated at the January event 

were invited back to get their 

second dose on Feb. 20.

According to AppHealthCare in 

a statement, the mass vaccination 

clinic was only for second dose 

appointments due to weather and 

shipping delays out of its control. 

The regional health department 

was still able to offer the majority 
of its second dose appointments 

the week of Feb. 15 because there 

were already vaccines on-site.

Originally, it was planned 

for additional appointments to 

become available for first doses to 
also be administered because Ap-

pHealthCare expected to receive 

an increased vaccine supply.

Several local partners, organi-

zations and individual volunteers 

helped make the Feb. 20 event a 

success.

This included Ashe Emergency 

Management, Ashe Memorial 

Hospital, Ashe County Govern-

ment, Ashe County Schools, Ashe 

County Sheriffs Office, Ashe 
Medics, Ashe County Chamber of 

Commerce, West Jefferson Fire 
Department and West Jefferson 
Police Department.

AppHealthCare Director Jen-

nifer Greene said the event went 

smoothly, adding that the overall 

process was quicker since there is 
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HIGH COUNTY — Several 

counties in Northwest North 

Carolina, as well as areas of 

Southwest Virginia were issued a 

Winter Weather Advisory for Feb. 

17-18 by the NWS Blacksburg on 

Feb. 16. The main threat of the 

projected weather event was sig-

nificant ice accumulation, which 
leads to downed trees, power 

outages and dangerous travel 

conditions. The data provided by 

the NWS Blacksburg called for ice 

accumulations of half an inch or 

more of ice.

In Ashe County, Emergency 

Management provided several 

updates on their Facebook page 

to help residents in the counties 

on high alert to prepare and stay 

safe during the weather event.

Blue Ridge Energy also kept 

residents informed about ways 

they were preparing for the storm 

on their Facebook page and other 

social media outlets. They let 

everybody know that their crews 

were ready to respond in the 

event of outages and provided 

information about outage texting, 

Ice storm causes power outages, closings and delays
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ASHE COUNTY — Head-

ing into nearly six years of 

construction, U.S. 221 from 

Boone to Jefferson is coming 

together, despite obstacles and 

set-backs.

In April of 2015, construction 

for the expansion of the 16-

mile, two-lane highway began 

and was predicted to be com-

plete in February of 2019. In 

widening to a four-lane road, 

major set-backs occurred when 
Hurricane Florence in 2018 

caused a collapse in the middle 

of the highway in Deep Gap.

What was set to be a grand 

opening in 2019, has gotten 

pushed back to 2025.

From U.S. 421 to the South 

Fork of the New River, con-

struction was completed in 

January and is fully open to 

drivers.

Heading north, the next 

expansion from the South Fork 

to NC 194 is substantially com-

plete with all lanes open.

According to Trent Beaver, 

division construction engineer 

for the North Carolina Depart-

ment of Transportation, the 

project for this expansion is set 
to be complete sometime early 

this summer.

“The remaining items of work 

are placing the final layer of as-

phalt pavement throughout the 

project and performing repair 
work and erosion control work 

after the winter,” said Beaver.

The last piece of the project 
is from NC 163 to the four-lane 

in Jefferson. Construction on 
this began in February with 

clearing land and cutting down 

trees. This contract is held by 

James R. Vannoy & Sons Con-

struction Company, Inc.

Beaver said that clearing, 

grubbing and installation of 

erosion control measures are 

the first items of work. After-

wards, the contractor will begin 

grading and drainage installa-

tion. The contract is set to end 

on Dec. 25, 2025.

Linking the Jeffersons
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Highway construction began in February from NC 194 to Jefferson in expansion of U.S. 221.
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Editor’s note: This article fea-

tures news and photos from  past 

editions of The Ashe Mountain 

Times and The Mountain Times 

from 2006 and 2016. 

Feb. 25, 2016 
School bus struck Sheriff 

urges caution, vigilance

Ashe County High School bus 

No. 160, carrying 23 students, was 

struck by a 2008 Suzuki passen-

ger vehicle at 7:56 a.m. on Feb. 

19 at the intersection of Mount 

Jefferson Road and U.S. 221.
According to West Jefferson 

Police Department Patrol Sgt. 

John Muldowney, no children 

were injured in the accident.
Ashe County Sheriff James 

Williams said motorists need to 

remain vigilant while driving, 

especially around schools and 

school buses.

“The bus was turning to go 

onto Ashe County High School 

Drive, which is in between Mount 

Jefferson Road and U.S. Highway 
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