
TODAY’S INSERTS: Smart Source, CVS, Food Lion    

Get the latest news on the web:

ashepostandtimes.com

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Opinion 6A
Obituaries 4A

Classifieds/Public Notices 12B
Faith 6B

Comics 11B
Sports 1B

Ashe Mountain Times
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2021 www.ashepostandtimes.com     Vol. 4 • No. 38 • 28 pages

Combining the Jefferson Post and Ashe Mountain Times

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — The town of Jef-
ferson and the Jefferson aldermen 
announced that Charity Shatley will 
be the new town manager.

Shatley is a native of Ashe County, 
graduate of Ashe County High School, 
Appalachian State University with 
a degree in business administration 
and marketing, and Gardner-Webb 
College, MBA.

“I am an Ashe 
County native, 
raised along the 
South Fork of the 
New River,” said 
Shatley. “I attended 
and graduated from 
Appalachian State 
University, where I 
studied marketing 
from the Walker 

College of Business. I was previously 
working with SkyLine SkyBest as an 

Outside Business Sales Executive in 
which I gained an incredible amount 
of insight and knowledge about our 
area in terms of commerce, econom-
ic development and infrastructure. 
I have a great passion for the High 
Country in preserving and nurturing 
what makes our home so special. My 
goal is to ensure that taxpayer money 
is being handled with the utmost 
respect and integrity.”

Town of Jefferson welcomes  
Charity Shatley as new town manager

Charity Shatley
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ASHE COUNTY — As 
the weather begins to 
cool and children find 
themselves back in the 
classroom, the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to 
surge as Ashe sees 77 
active cases and the Ashe 
County Board of Educa-
tion places a mask man-
date in all schools across 
the county.

As of Aug. 16,  
AppHealthCare reported 
that there are 77 active 
cases and 34 individuals 
being monitored. Deaths 
have risen to 49 and the 
total cumulative case 
count is now 2,528. In 
Alleghany, there are 16 
active cases and seven be-
ing monitored. In Watau-
ga, there are 66 active 
and 85 being monitored. 

Death rates vary from 
the counties with Allegh-
any only having five and 
Watauga having 32.

Ashe continues to 
represent a high level of 
community transmission 
and are in the “red.”

AppHealth care has 
said that beginning Aug. 
16, it will be expanding 
COVID-19 testing by 
drive-thru Monday to 
Friday 8:30-10 a.m. at 
each of their clinic loca-
tions. No appointment is 
needed.

Vaccines are continuing 
to roll out and Ashe has a 
rate of 46 percent of the 
population who are fully 
or partially vaccinated. 
54 percent is still unvac-
cinated and AppHealth-
Care is continuing to 
strive to their goal which 

Covid-19 cases rise in 
Ashe County, totaling  
77 active; BOE places 

mask mandate in schools
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ASHE COUNTY — Despite a 
morning filled with stormy weather, 
students from across Ashe County 
showed up for the first day of school 
eager to learn, while teachers and 
school staff braved the rain to wel-
come them back after the summer 
break.

The first day school for Ashe 
County students was a wet one and 
began on Monday, Aug. 16. School 
buses once again took to the high-
ways throughout the county, as well 
as hundreds of parents who made 
their way to their children’s drop off 
locations at their respective schools. 
As the students arrived, teachers 
and staff opened their car doors 
for them and held out umbrellas to 
shield them from the rain as they 
ushered them inside. 

This school year begins following 
an emergency meeting held by the 
Ashe County Board of Education on 
Friday, Aug. 13, which implemented 
a COVID-19 mask mandate for all 
students while indoors, as well as 
students and staff in the presence of 
children. During that same meet-
ing the school board also voted in 
favor of following the most lenient 
COVID-19 quarantine protocols 
through the CDC.

Regardless of the last minute 
changes, school staff were eager to 
be reunited with their students and 
stated that they would do everything 
necessary to ensure their kids edu-
cational needs are met throughout 
the year.

“As always we’re excited about 
the first day of school. We’ve been 
preparing all summer for this and it 
always excites me to see the kids on 
the first day. Hopefully, it’s out goal 
this year to do whatever it takes — 
masked, unmasked, whatever — to 
stay in school, and keep kids in five 

days a week. And if we have to mod-
ify throughout the school year then 
I feel like we’re as prepared as we’ve 
ever been, even with the late chang-
es on Friday,” said Dustin Farmer, 
principal of Ashe County Middle 
School. “I believe in my heart its 
going to be a great year and we’ll 
always do what’s in the best interest 
of students no matter what.”

Noting the ability of Ashe County 

residents to accomplish anything, 
Ashe County Board of Education 
Chair Josh Roten expressed con-
fidence that any challenges that 
could arise this school year could be 
worked through.

“I know that lots of kids were hap-
py to return to school, as well as the 
teachers and I know they’re excited 
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Teacher Stephanie Spencer said she was excited to get back to in school learning as she 

helps a student line up for breakfast on Aug. 16. 
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Teacher India Souther at Mountain View gets her class under way, Aug. 16. 

STAFF REPORT
The National Christmas 

Tree Association hosted 
the 2021 National Christ-
mas Tree and Wreath 
contest in conjunction 
with the North Carolina 
Christmas Tree Associ-
ation summer meeting 
Aug. 6, at Shatley Farms, 
in Jefferson.

The 2021 and 2022 
Grand Champion and 
Reserve Champion grow-
ers were selected. These 
growers will continue 
the 56-year tradition of 
delivering farm-grown 
Christmas trees to the 
White House (Grand 
Champion growers) and 
Vice President’s Resi-
dence (Reserve Cham-
pion growers). The huge 
amount of publicity 
for farm-grown Christ-
mas trees generated by 
this high-profile NCTA 
program is priceless to 
our industry. Champion 
and Reserve Champion 
Decorated and Undeco-
rated wreaths were also 
selected at the contest. 
The contest entries were 
all excellent giving the 
NCTA members in atten-
dance a good offering to 
choose among with their 
votes. The following win-
ners were selected:

2021 Grand Cham-
pion Grower

Rusty & Beau Estes, 
Peak Farms, Jefferson, 
NC

Fraser Fir
2021 Reserve Grand 

Champion Grower-
Chuck Berry, Berry’s Tree 
Farm, Covington, GA

Leyland Cypress
2022 Grand Cham-

pion Grower
Paul and Sharon Sheal-

er, Evergreen Acres Tree 
Farm Auburn, PA

Douglas Fir
2022 Reserve Grand 

Champion Grower
Alex Church & Am-

ber Scott, Cline Church 
Nursery, Inc. Fleetwood, 
NC

Spruce
 Grand Champion 

Decorated Wreath
Joe Freeman, Mistle-

toe Meadows, Laurel 
Springs, NC

Reserve Champion 
Decorated Wreath

Glenn & Jay Bustard, 
Bustards Christmas 
Trees Lansdale, PA

 Grand Cham-
pion Undecorated 
Wreath

Gary Hague, Hague’s 
Christmas Trees, Hat-
field, PA. For more 
information contact Tim 
O’Connor (800) 975-
5920 Ext 703 (voice) 
(303) 229-9198 (direct) 
tim@realchristmastrees.
org

ABOUT NCTA
The National Christmas 

Tree Association (NCTA) 

First day of school

Ashe County teachers and staff welcome back students National Christmas Tree 
and Wreath Contest 
winners selected
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