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ASHE COUNTY — The 35th 

Annual Ashe County Com-

missioners’ Volunteer Awards 

were scheduled to be held April 

23, but due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic and the 

restrictions placed in order 

to stop the spread, the event 

was postponed and eventually 

canceled.

The event, which is held every 

April during National Volunteer 

Week, was canceled after Gov. 

Roy Cooper signed an execu-

tive order March 16 limiting 

County volunteers honored

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Becky Marsten was chosen as the Lifetime Achievement volunteer winner 

for 2019-20. Marsten volunteers at numerous organizations throughout the 

county and generously donates her time and energy to benefit Ashe County.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Dr. Linda D. Brown was selected as the 2019-20 winner among the Senior 

volunteer nominees for her volunteer work at Southern Sun Farm Sanctuary.

The 35th annual awards announced despite ceremony’s cancelation

STAFF REPORT

RALEIGH — The N.C. Depart-

ment of Health and Human Ser-

vices released health guidelines 

on June 8 as the first step to 
help North Carolina K-12 public 

schools find safe ways to open 
to in-person instruction for the 

2020-21 academic year.

The StrongSchoolsNC Public 

Health Toolkit for K-12 lays 

out a comprehensive set of 

baseline health practices that 

public schools should follow to 

minimize risk of exposure to 

COVID-19 for students, staff and 
families. In addition to specific 
requirements, the toolkit rec-

ommends practices that schools 

should implement to minimize 

spread of COVID-19 while 

allowing in-person teaching to 

resume.

“Getting children back to 

school to learn is a high priority, 

Guidelines 
announced

for potential 
return 

to school
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RALEIGH — The state’s 

governor and health secretary 

on June 8 expressed concerns 

that North Carolina’s COVID-19 

trends are accelerating in the 

wrong direction, as that day 

marked the highest number of 

virus-related hospitalizations 

in the state at 739 and June 6 

marked the highest number of 

new cases reported in one day, 

at 1,370.

N.C. Department of Health 

and Human Services Secretary 

Mandy Cohen also said that 

the percent of tests that are 

positive statewide is now among 

the highest in the nation — the 

percentage has been fluctuat-
ing between 9 and 10 percent 

since June 3. Cohen said on 

June 5 that she received a call 

expressing concerns about 

NC COVID-19 
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ASHE COUNTY — The num-

bers of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
in North Carolina have continued 

to surge during the state’s remov-

al shutdown laws, allowing some 

semblance of normalcy to return 

to the lives of millions.

As of presstime, there are six 

active cases in Ashe County, with 

a further 19 people being moni-

tored.

After the first case confirmed 
in the county by AppHealthCare 

April 3, the number of confirmed 

cases grew to five by April 29. In 
the month that has followed, the 

number has increased rapidly, 

with 34 total now confirmed for 
Ashe.

The Ashe numbers include one 

death, AppHealthCare announced 

Wednesday, May 26. As of press-

time, it is the only death linked to 

COVID-19 in Ashe, Alleghany or 

Watauga counties.

On June 9, there were 37,160 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 
North Carolina, with 1,029 dead, 

according to NCDHHS. This 

includes 33 confirmed cases in 
Watauga County, 20 active, and 

30 in Alleghany County, with 16 

active, according to AppHealth-

Care. Presumptive and confirmed 
positive cases are in all counties 

across the state.

According to NCDHHS, which 

keeps an updating list of congre-

gate setting outbreaks, a facility 

in Ashe on Old Highway 16 in 

Grassy Creek is the source of 15 

resident cases. The facility is listed 

as “other,” meaning it is not a 

nursing home, residential care 

facility or correctional facility, 

but can be a homeless shelter, 

NC COVID-19 numbers continue to rise
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