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STAFF REPORT
JEFFERSON — AppHealthCare, 

in collaboration with various 
agencies and community part-
ners, has released the Community 
Health Report for Ashe County. 
This report identifies public 
health priorities and provides a 
foundation for work that will take 
place in the following years.

The Community Health Report 
is published every three years in 
partnership with Ashe Memorial 
Hospital, the Ashe Health Alli-
ance, Appalachian District Board 
of Health and AppHealthCare, 
including many other partner-
ships, individuals and agencies. 
The Community Health Report 
follows an assessment process 
involving the community to 
identify and analyze community 
health needs and assets, prioritize 
those needs and then implement a 
plan to address significant unmet 
needs.

The Community Health Report 
provides results from a commu-
nity input opinion survey and 
review of community data which 
includes income, poverty, employ-
ment, community safety, housing, 
behavioral health and more. The 
information is used to guide the 
work of local health departments 
and community partnerships to 
address community concerns and 
monitor progress toward project-
ed goals.

The health priorities below 
highlight key areas that communi-
ty coalitions within Ashe County 
will focus on and work to improve 
from 2020-2023:

1. Housing — Promote healthy 
and safe home environments

2. Mental/Behavioral Health — 
Depression, anxiety, emotional 
wellbeing, suicide prevention, and 
support/intervention for those 
with mental illness

3. Substance Use and Misuse 
Prevention — Drugs, alcohol, 
and tobacco; including misuse or 
abuse of prescription drugs and 
use of e-cigarettes or other devic-
es for nicotine delivery

This report completes the first 
phase in the Community Health 
Assessment process. The second 
phase is taking place now through 
the development of Community 
Health Improvement Plans that 
will guide work to the health pri-
orities in Ashe County. 

What can we do together to im-
prove our community’s health?

• Practice safe prescription 

Community 
health report 
released for 
Ashe County

STAFF REPORT
WEST JEFFERSON – Ashe 

County’s Christmas in July Fes-
tival is returning to Downtown 
West Jefferson with a new look 
and footprint for the festival.

The opening ceremony will 
kick off the festival on Friday, 
July 1, at 5 p.m. followed by an 
entertainment lineup especially 
for the Friday evening crowd. 
Saturday will be a full day of fun 
for all ages with festival hours 
of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In support of the Downtown 
West Jefferson merchants, 

the festival craft vendor tents 
will be located on Jefferson 
Avenue leaving sidewalks clear 
for walking and more space be-
tween booths than in years past. 

There will be an all-new food 
court with plenty of food op-
tions including food trucks and 
some of the festival’s popular 
and anticipated food vendors.

The Farmers Market will 
return to the festival offering 
some of Ashe County’s very 
best homegrown and handmade 
items including jams, jellies, 
produce, crafts & more. The 
Farmers Market will open at 
8 a.m. Saturday.

Street performers will be 
roving the crowd showcasing 
talents such as magic, juggling, 

and balloon art. Straight from 
the North Pole, Santa & Mrs. 
Claus plan to attend the festival 
as well.

The Festival invites interest-
ed craft and food vendors to 
complete an online registration 
by going to www.christmasin-
julyfestival.com. The deadline 
to get the early bird registration 
is March 31.

The Christmas in July Festival 
celebrates the Christmas Tree 
industry and mountain heritage 

Christmas In July festival returns

SEE REPORT ON PAGE 2A

BY TERESA ROARK LAWS

ASHE COUNTY — Earl Ham, 82, 
died Saturday, Jan. 15 at his home.

Earl left home when he was 16 
years old to join the Army before he 
finished school. He later returned 
home and finished his GED through 
the Army.

Earl was known in the community 
for being “The Living Legend” in 
the car business. He started his car 
salesman career in 1974 at Superior 
Pontiac, Buick, Oldsmobile, GMC 
where he worked for 32 years. He 
was working as a sales professional 
at West Jefferson Chevrolet until his 
death with almost 40 total years in 
the car industry.

Business Man-
ager at West Jef-
ferson Chevrolet 
Andrew Calhoun 
said, “Earl never 
knew a stranger 
and will be missed 
by all. Earl loved 
his children, 
grandchildren and 
customers.”

He was a member of Long Branch 
Baptist Church and a Member of 
the American Legion. Friends and 
family are sure there are a lot of 
cars on the road today that have 
“The Living Legend” Bill of Sale in 
the glove compartment so that the 
legend will keep rolling.

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — Joanne 
Reavis, longtime teacher in Ashe 
County, passed away on Jan. 18 
after a battle with various health 
issues.

Reavis sparked a light in the 
lives of all of her students and 
those around her. After teach-
ing from 1991 to 2016 at both 
Blue Ridge and Westwood, she 
retired to focus on her health.

“It’s so very 
hard,” said 
relative Hele-
marie Reavis. 
“Our hearts are 
broken.”

Reavis was 
born on Oct. 
5, 1968, to 
her parents 
David and Pat 

Greene. She graduated from 
Beaver Creek High School in 
1986 and pursued a degree in 

Elementary Education following 
high school. She married Clark 
Reavis in 1991. The newlyweds 
established their family in Fleet-
wood where Clark worked for 
himself, and Joanne worked as a 
teacher. She had to quit teach-
ing in 2016 due to her health 
conditions.

According to her obituary, she 
was a passionate, supportive 
and caring educator in the Ashe 
County School System and in 
her home church, Liberty Grove 

Baptist. She used her career as a 
teacher to inspire and help each 
of her students reach their full 
potential.

Her legacy is is carried on by 
her husband, Clark Reavis, her 
sons, John and Jacob Reavis, 
her dad and mom, David and 
Pat Greene and her soon-to-be 
daughter-in-law, Kendra Miller.

On Jan. 29, her life was cele-
brated at Liberty Grove Baptist 
church with her family and 
friends.

Ashe remembers the life of longtime teacher Joanne Reavis
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Joanne is survived by husband Clark and sons John and Jake.

Joanne Reavis

Sparking a light

Longtime car salesman Earl Ham remembered after his passing
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Earl Ham worked in the car business for nearly 40 years, ending his career at West Jefferson Chevrolet.

Earl Ham
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