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LANSING — The Ashe County 
High School seniors got the 
chance of a lifetime as parents, 
volunteers and photographers 
created a scene they will never 
forget. On May 8, the “River of 
Dreams” prom was held at Tim-
ber Rivers Wedding and Event 
Venue with an all encompassing 
prom experience.

Every senior at ACHS was 
invited, with nearly 135 buying 
tickets. The event included a 
time slot for parents and friends 
to take pictures at the venue’s 
photography stations with 
breathtaking views, a three-
course meal including salad, 
grilled chicken, rolls, roasted 
potatoes and cupcakes and a 
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Chloe Goodman, Sarah Noblett, Zoey Miller and Ada Jones smile as they wait for their meal.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR TEAM?

is hiring!
Join us for a virtual job fair Thursday, April 29 from 3-4 p.m. to learn more about our openings.
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FLEETWOOD — In the pres-
ence of family and friends, three 
of the nation’s newest military 
recruits received a warm send 
off and a heartfelt show of grati-
tude from the Blue Star Mothers 
of the High Country on Monday 
night.

The event — The Blue Star 
Mothers Hero’s Dinner — was 
held on May 10, at the New 
River Escape Barn and Guest 
House in Fleetwood and hon-
ored Jernee Elizabeth Ashley, 
Isaac V. Zamora and Dalton 
Blackburn — three High Coun-
try graduating seniors who are 
set to enter military service later 
this year. During the festivities, 

Blue Star Mothers of the High Country 
host Hero’s Dinner for local recruits
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The three recruits honored at the Blue Star Hero’s Dinner were Jernee Elizabeth Ashley daughter of Steve and Samara Ashley and Paul and Crystal Winterton 

(left), Isaac V. Zamora son of Melissa and Miguel Santiago (center) and Dalton Blackburn son of Terry and Jennie Blackburn (right).
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The Blue Star Mothers of the High Country present at the Hero’s Dinner are (from left to right) Shannon Cox, Jennifer 

Walter, Loretta Sable, Kathy Bravo, Karen Ghent, Kelly Surber, Virginia Tomlinson, Cathy Miller and Sandra Ruppert.

Service bound

BY JAMIE SHELL AND ANDREW COLE

andrew.cole@mountaintimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — A 
number of service stations across 
the High Country and western 
North Carolina reported high-
er-than-normal business and 
above-normal purchase patterns 
of gasoline on the heels of news 
of a May 7 ransomware attack on 
the Colonial Pipeline, one of the 
largest petroleum suppliers on 
the East Coast which supplies a 
majority of fuel from Georgia up 
the Eastern Seaboard.

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper issued an executive order 
May 10 allowing for fuel transpor-
tation waivers in the wake of the 
incident, and President Joe Biden 
also issued an emergency declara-
tion to allow for flexibility of reg-
ulations to ease transport drivers’ 
ability to deliver fuel, stating in a 
May 10 White House briefing that 
the Department of Energy was 
“working directly with Colonial to 
get the pipelines back online and 
operating at full capacity as quick-
ly and safely as possible.”

Motorists 
keeping 

gas pumps 
busy
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HIGH COUNTRY — To say that 
summertime in the High Country 
is one the most important times 
of the year for the local economy 
would be an understatement. 
However, as the summer season 
looms, many businesses are expe-
riencing an alarming shortage in 
the available workforce.

In Ashe County, the ongoing la-
bor shortage is being felt by local 
business owners.

“We have heard from some of 
our members that they’re having 
real challenges finding staff,” said 
Kitty Honeycutt, director of the 
Ashe County Chamber of Com-
merce. “That’s why some of our 
restaurants have not opened their 
dining rooms. They’re still serving 
only through the drive-thru. We 
have heard of some employers 
offering bonuses when people 
come to work.”

Boone Area Chamber of 
Commerce president and CEO 
David Jackson said many Boone 
businesses were having to operate 
with altered hours while strug-
gling to hire part time employees.

“It’s important that people 
realize that businesses are dealing 
with many more complications 
other than just capacity restric-
tions,” Jackson said. “The ability 
to fully staff will directly correlate 
to what services can be offered to 
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