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BY IAN TAYLOR

ian.taylor@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — Ashe 

County voter turnout has 

been high, with the 2020 

election less than a week 

away.

According to the N.C. 

State Board of Elections, 

7,777 votes had been 

cast in Ashe County as 

of 5 a.m. Oct. 27. Of 

those, 1,687 were mail-in 

ballots. In total, 40.06 

percent of registered 

voters have already filled 
out their ballots.

In comparison, 13,637 

votes were cast in Ashe in 

the entirety of the 2016 

election, working out to 

71.62 percent of regis-

tered voters.

Statewide, more 

than 3.4 million North 

Carolinians have voted 

so far, 46.57 percent of 

registered voters. More 

than 800,000 votes were 

cast by mail. in the 2016 

election, more than 4.7 

million votes were cast, 

68.98 percent of regis-

More than 7,000 votes 
cast in Ashe with one week 

before Election Day

BY ANNA OAKES

RALEIGH — North Car-

olina will remain paused in 

Phase 3 for the next three 

weeks, Gov. Roy Cooper 

announced on Wednesday, 

Oct. 21.

“Because several of our 

trends are moving in the 

wrong direction, North 

Carolina will remain 

paused in Phase 3 for the 

next three weeks,” Cooper 

said. “We hope that greater 

enforcement, strong 

community leadership 

and more people doing the 

right things can lower these 

numbers.

“It’s critical that we take 

this time to focus on the 

basics — wear a mask, wash 

your hands, wait six feet 

apart from other people,” 

the governor continued. 

Cooper: NC to remain in Phase 
3 for three more weeks

Watauga among 36 counties asked to consider additional local actions

SEE VOTES ON PAGE 2

SEE COOPER ON PAGE 2

BY IAN TAYLOR

ian.taylor@ashepostandtimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — According to AppHealthCare, there 

were 41 active cases of COVID-19 in Ashe County as of 

noon, Oct. 27, with a further 83 individuals being moni-

tored.

Ashe has seen eight deaths linked to COVID-19. In 

Watauga County, 16 deaths have been linked to COVID-19, 

with one more in Alleghany. Across the state, there have 

Phase 3 delayed as state COVID-19 
numbers continue to climb

SEE DELAYED ON PAGE 3

BY BAILEY LITTLE

bailey.little@ashepostandtimes.com

CRESTON — After re-

sponding to a house fire at 
the beginning of the month 

at Higher Ground farm 

near the Tennessee line, 

three local volunteer fire 
departments will each re-

ceive a $2,500 check from 

ADT Security.

On the morning of Oct. 

4, Tomme Ann Harless was 

cooking using her wood 

burning stove when a fire 

started. She was able to ex-

tinguish her stove but was 

unable to extinguish the 

active fire in the chimney.
She ran outside to con-

firm the fire and she said 
she could tell by the burnt 

creosote smell and the 

yellowish-black color of the 

thick smoke coming from 

the chimney.

According to Harless, her 

ADT alarm system sensor 

contacted the company’s 

Local volunteer fire departments to receive donation from ADT Security after house fire response

PHOTO BY BAILEY LITTLE

From Left, Pond Mountain Fire Chief Lee Denny, Tomme Ann Harless and Creston Fire Chief Junior Seatz. Pictured is Harless’ home in 
Creston where a chimney fire occurred on the morning of Oct. 4.
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