
TODAY’S INSERTS: Blowing Rock Furniture Gallery, Smart Source, CVS, Food Lion, Lowes Home Improvement, Michaels, Tractor Supply, Procter & Gamble, W.J. Hardware   

Get the latest news on the web:

ashepostandtimes.com

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Opinion 6A
Obituaries 4A

Classifieds/Public Notices 11B
Calendar 4B

Comics 10B
Sports 1B

Ashe Mountain Times
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2021 www.ashepostandtimes.com     Vol. 4 • No. 52 • 28 pages

STAFF REPORT
ASHE COUNTY — Third-grade 

students throughout Ashe Coun-
ty partnered with the Keep Ashe 
Beautiful education committee 
to learn about littering and 
problem-solved to help keep the 
county litter free.

Keep Ashe Beautiful and 
Ashe County Schools creatively 
utilized the Elementary STEM 
program to enable third grad-
ers to learn about the effects of 
littering in the county through 
hands-on lessons. Courtney 
Eller, STEM coordinator for 
Ashe County elementary schools, 
presented the KAB lesson. Keep 
Ashe Beautiful provided lesson 
materials focused around the 
book The Wartville Wizard by 
Don Madden. Students actively 
discussed why people litter and 
how littering directly impacts 
Ashe County and our earth.

Keep Ashe Beautiful (KAB) 
sponsored the How Long Does It 
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partner with Keep 
Ashe Beautiful to 
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AND MARISA MECKE

JEFFERSON — Peak 
Farms sent off their finest 
tree for display in the White 
House’s Blue Room this 
holiday season during a 
community event recog-
nizing the farm owners, 
the Estes family, for their 
accomplishment as Grand 
Champions of the National 
Christmas Tree Associ-
ation’s Christmas tree 
contest.

In a Nov. 17 send-off 
ceremony hosted at the 
Ashe County Courthouse, 
executive director of the 
Ashe County Chamber of 
Commerce Kitty Honey-
cutt opened the send-off 
ceremony with a thanks to 
everyone who attended.

“Thanks to not only Peak 
Farms and the Estes family, 
but also the rich heritage of 
Christmas Tree farming in 
Ashe County,” Honeycutt 
said. “In doing this (cere-
mony), we recognize the 

importance of every Christ-
mas tree placed in every 
home. It becomes the focal 
point of the celebration, the 
backdrop of all the family 
pictures and the keeper 
of the precious keep-sake 
ornaments.”

The 19-foot tall Fraser 
fir is the third tree that 
Peak Farms has sent to the 
White House. Trees were 
previously sent in 2008 and 
2012 for former First Ladies 
Laura Bush and Michelle 
Obama. Peak Farms was 
also the provider in 2018 for 
former Vice President Mike 
Pence’s residence.

Peak Farms has been 
growing trees since 1979 
and now have over 400,000 
Christmas trees growing on 
their farms as a multi-gen-
erational family farm 
operation.

This year’s Fraser fir is 
also North Carolina’s 14th 
tree to get featured in the 
Blue Room, placing the 

Ashe celebrates send-off for White House Christmas tree
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In a newly-wrapped truck, the White House Christmas tree will make its way across states advertising the trees of Ashe County.
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HIGH COUNTRY — The North 
Carolina state budget signed into 
law on Nov. 18 provides more 
than $75 million in funding for 
Ashe, Avery and Watauga coun-
ties, including money for a park-
ing facility in Watauga, sidewalks 
in Lansing and county building 
renovations in Avery.

“This budget moves North Car-
olina forward in important ways,” 
Gov. Roy Cooper said when 
he signed the budget into law. 
“Funding for high speed internet, 
our universities and community 
colleges, clean air and drinking 
water and desperately needed 
pay increases for teachers and 
state employees are all critical 
for our state to emerge from this 

State budget 
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for High Country 

area projects, 
infrastructure
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WEST JEFFERSON — 
With Thanksgiving and 
Christmas just around 
the corner, West Jeffer-
son closed off its primary 
street for its annual Holi-
day Parade.

Downtown West Jeffer-
son was filled to the brim 
with community members, 
tourists and more as the 
parade made its way down 
the street.

Participants includ-
ed Grand Marshal Eric 
Thomas, chief meteorolo-
gist with WBTV television 
in Charlotte, the Husky 
Vanguard Marching Band, 
ACHS JROTC, the Ashe 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Dancing Debbie’s, April’s 
School of Dance, KC Stu-
dios, the Shriners Club, 

the Lions Club, the Ashe 
County Youth football 
team, NC State Represen-
tative Virginia Foxx and 
more.

The parade began at 
3 p.m. and ended at 
approximately 5 p.m. 
Parade-goers were greeted 
with holiday cheer, candy, 
carols, Santa Claus, the 
Grinch and other Christ-
mas festivities.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the parade 
has been put on hold for 
several years. Having 
this been the first parade 
since lockdown, citizens 
of Ashe County were more 
than thrilled to enjoy the 
event.
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The West Jefferson Lions Club spread holiday cheer on Nov. 20.
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The Girl Scouts handed out candy and spoke to locals and tourists on Nov. 20.

Happy Holidays

West Jefferson celebrates the season in annual parade
See More Photos 

on Page 5, 8, and 9A 


