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WEST JEFFERSON — After much 

deliberation, West Jefferson Mayor 
Dale Baldwin has decided to not run 

again for his position.

Baldwin has been mayor since 
2011, previously serving in the post 
from 1997-2007. He also served as 

a member of the board of aldermen 

from 1967-1977, 1985-1989 and a 

brief, nine-month stint after an ap-

pointment in April, 1997.

Baldwin said the decision was not 

easy, but it was time for him to move 
on from the role.

“I’ve given it a lot of thought. No-

vember will be a full 18 years, and it’s 
time I hang it up,” Baldwin said. He 

said he’ll miss being mayor, but felt 
it was the right time to let someone 

else fill the seat.
Baldwin said he has received a lot 

of good help in his time as mayor, 
with five town managers, including 
current manager Brantley Price, and 
many aldermen who cared for the 
town. In his time as a town official, 
Baldwin has overseen the town’s 

growth from a single square-mile 

footprint to the creation of the GE 

plant, the founding of Christmas 

in July and West Jefferson’s rise as 
a tourism destination in the High 

Country.
“It’s been a tremendous growth, 

it really has,” Baldwin said. “By no 
means am I taking credit for it, I was 

mayor, but we had a good board and 
good employees. We’ve done good 
and I hope it continues.”

As of presstime, only former West 
Jefferson Alderman Tom Hartman 
has filed to fill the vacancy.

Baldwin won’t seek another term
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West Jefferson Mayor Dale Baldwin and Town Manager Brantley Price 

at the 2018 Ashe Post & Times Best in Ashe County awards.
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WEST JEFFERSON — Con-

tract bidding for Section E of the 

U.S. 221 widening project was 

scheduled to begin in September, 

but has been delayed two years, 
according to NCDOT Division 11 

NCDOT: U.S. 221 
Section E widening 

delayed to 2021
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JEFFERSON — In honor and 

celebration of his life, a memorial 

ceremony was held for the Hon-

orable Mitchell L. McLean on the 
sixth anniversary of his passing at 
the Ashe County Courthouse on 
Wednesday, July 3.

Honoring the 
Honorable

Memorial ceremony held  
for McLean at Ashe  
County Courthouse
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WEST JEFFERSON — With 

crowds congregating up and 

down Backstreet, downtown 

West Jefferson bustled with 
Christmas cheer during the 33rd 
annual Christmas in July Festi-
val July 5 and 6.

After an opening ceremony and 
concert the afternoon of Friday, 
July 5, some 5,000 festivalgoers 
turned out to celebrate Ashe 

County’s nation-leading Fraser 
fir industry and the Christmas 
season a few months early Satur-

day, July 6, according to Wesley 
Barker, a member of the festi-

val’s organizing committee.

“It rained some, kind of put a 

damper on things Friday, and it 
rained just a little bit on Satur-

day, but it cleared up and I think 
the crowds were good,” Barker 

said. “I think it was maybe a little 
less than last year, but it was still 

SEE MEMORIAL ON PAGE 2

SEE 221 ON PAGE 2

Holiday Spirit 
Ashe County celebrates 

Christmas in July
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Mr. and Mrs. Claus greeted festivalgoers throughout the day on Backstreet during the Christmas in July Festival. For more 

photos, see inside and visit www.ashepostandtimes.com.SEE JULY ON PAGE 3


