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JEFFERSON — In Ashe County 

Superior Court Monday, Feb. 10, 

Jessie R. Hubbard was deemed ca-

pable to proceed in his case by Judge 

Eric Morgan. This comes nearly 

eight months after he was initially 

deemed incapable to stand trial by 

doctors from Central Regional Hos-

pital, a state-run psychiatric hospital 

in Butner.

Hubbard, 61, of Crumpler, is 

charged with the Aug. 19, 2018, mur-

der of Diane Goss, 

and four counts 

of possession of a 

firearm by a felon. 
Hubbard physically 

appeared in the 

courtroom for the 

first time since his 
Aug. 27, 2019, date.

Assistant District 

Attorney Lee Bollinger presented 

the court with a request to deter-

mine Hubbard’s capacity to proceed. 

Bollinger pointed to a report dated 

Jan. 21, from forensic psychiatrist 

Bruce R. Berger, deeming Hubbard 

capable. Morgan decided to send the 

court into recess, allowing him time 

to look over exhibit A, which includ-

ed the report.

After reconvening, Morgan wanted 

to question Hubbard’s attorney, Jak 

Reeves. Morgan asked Reeves about 

recent conversations with Hubbard, 

whether or not he felt Hubbard was 

capable and Hubbard’s mental fac-

ulties. Reeves said he felt Hubbard 

was coherent, understanding and 

Hubbard speaks in court, deemed capable to proceed

HUBBARD
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A long-time Ashe County 

teacher and community 

advocate, Maude Evelyn 

(McNeil) Calhoun, died 

on Feb. 2, at Ashe Assisted 

Living and Memory Care.

Calhoun was born Nov. 

30, 1934, in Ashe Coun-

ty to the late Smith and 

Bessie Turner McNeil. In 

addition to her parents she 

was also preceded in death 

by her husband, Bernard 

Calhoun and sister-in-law 

Jeannie McNeil.

She is survived by, her 

son, Bob Calhoun, and 

wife, Laura, of Lansing, 

her daughter, Brenda Day 

and husband, Bobby Joe 

of Shelby, her brother, 

Fred McNeil of Crumpler, 

Celebrating a ‘Champion 
of Ashe County’

PHOTO BY CLYDE INGLE

Maude Calhoun, who worked 

relentlessly for the Ashe Civic 

Center and helped establish 

the Blue Ridge Brutal, holds 

up a pistol. The bike race 

was her love and real joy. 

Even after her retirement, she 

would return to the race to 

fire the pistol.

SEE HUBBARD ON PAGE 3

BY BAILEY LITTLE

bailey.little@ashepostandtimes.com

Ashe County Schools students and 

staff resumed instruction on Feb. 10 af-

ter a deep cleaning of the facilities was 

conducted during the weekend due to a 

spike in influenza in the community.

That spike has been significant, said 

Tonya Greer, administrative assistant 

at Ashe County Schools, with schools 

reporting dozens of absences on the 

parts of both students and staff.

Ashe Memorial Hospital has also put 

visitor restrictions into place to pre-

vent the spread of the flu. The hospital 

asks that those who are experiencing 

flu-like symptoms including fever, 

cough, sore throat, runny nose, rashes, 

nausea, diarrhea or vomiting refrain 

from visiting patients and the facilities.

Melissa Lewis, director of Commu-

nity Outreach at AMH confirmed that 

there have been no flu deaths.
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ASHE COUNTY — Polls 

open Feb. 13-29, with 

one-stop early voting for 

the 2020 elections open-

ing up. Voter registration 

ended Feb. 7.

Voters in Ashe can 

go to the Ashe County 

Courthouse’s Board 

of Elections office to 
vote, according to Ashe 

Early voting opens Feb. 13

SEE VOTING ON PAGE 2

SEE CHAMPION ON PAGE 3

Schools resume instruction after closing due to flu 
outbreak, AMH under visitor restrictions
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Ashe County Schools students and staff resumed instruction on Feb. 10 after a deep cleaning of the facilities was conducted during the 

weekend due to a spike in influenza in the community.
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Ashe Memorial Hospital has put vis-

itor restrictions into place due to the 

flu outbreak. The restrictions include 

those who are younger than age 18 

or older than age 65.

BACK TO SCHOOL

SEE FLU ON PAGE 2


