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N
ow in its sixth 
year, the Ashe 
County Victory 
Garden — part 

of the Museum of Ashe 
County History — is doing 
its part to preserve the 
region’s unique agricultural 
heritage.

Maintained by vol-
unteers from the Ashe 
Extension Master Garden-
ers program, the garden 
produces an abundance 
of crops distinctive to the 
High County, such as Ashe 
County pimento peppers, 
Oxheart tomatoes and 
Morse’s Pole 191 beans 
for their seeds. Original-
ly planned as part of the 
museum’s World War II 
exhibit, the garden has, 
over time, transformed 
into a tool for educating 
the public about local 
plant varieties and how to 
grow them.

“When we first started 
growing stuff, we took the 
crops that came from the 
garden and took them to 
the sharing center, squash 
and things like that, and 
they were able to use the 
food,” said Bill Naser, 
victory garden coordinator 

and local master gardener. 
“But, it has since evolved 
into a seed saving garden. 
We take every bean, we 
take every seed from the 
peppers, from the toma-
toes, we save them, put 
them into little envelops 

and take them to the li-
brary and people can come 
and check them out.”

Located on the second 
floor of the Ashe Coun-
ty Public Library, the 
Ashe Seed Library allows 
residents to pick out free, 

open-pollinated seeds 
produced locally. The 
goal of the program is to 
preserve the seeds, stories, 
and foodways specific to 
Ashe County and Western 
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ASHE COUNTY — The Ashe 
County Board of Commissioners met 
in an emergency session on Aug. 25 
to vote on a mask mandate for all 
county employees in county build-
ings and to ask, but not require, that 
the public wear masks as well when 
in these buildings.

Chair Todd McNeill, Vice Chair 
William Sands, Chuck Olive, Jon-
athan Jordan and Jerry Powers 
all expressed their concern for the 
ever-growing pandemic and saw it 
fit that employees protect the public 
through a mask mandate. No state-
wide mandate has been set by Gov. 
Roy Cooper, therefore the public can 
still operate on choice.

The 2021-22 school year has 

kicked off with nearly 260 total 
individuals, both students and 
staff, currently out of school due to 
positive testing and quarantine for 
COVID-19.

According to Superintendent Dr. 
Eisa Cox, 40 positive tests came 
back among students with 74 being 
quarantined in the first week of 
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JEFFERSON— Looking 
to continue protecting 
and cleaning the New 
River, the New River 
Conservancy hosted the 
Splash for Cash, its annu-
al river cleanup fundrais-
er, on Aug. 28. In a flotilla 
starting from Zaloo’s 
Canoes, Kayaks & Tubes 
in Jefferson, participants 
in the Splash for Cash 
paddled and floated down 
the river and enjoyed a 
waterside lunch together.

Additionally, the NRC 
raffled off a Wanderer 
paddling helmet from 
Sweet Protection, a jet 
boat ride through the 
New River Gorge as well 
as a Seaplane ride over 
Claytor Lake in Virginia. 

A door prize of an 8-per-
son guided tour down 
New River State Park was 
given out on Aug. 28.

The NRC’s Splash 
for Cash, presented by 
Parke’s Electrical Ser-
vices, brought 51 com-
munity members to the 
river, 30 more people 
than the Splash for Cash 
has ever had in the past. 
Zaloo’s provided shuttles 
and boats for free for the 
event.

Executive Director 
of the NRC, Elizabeth 
Underwood, said that the 
event met their goal of 
raising enough money to 
entirely cover the organi-
zation’s river cleanup pro-
gram for an entire year, 
which costs $10,000. 

COVID-19 makes its way through ACS, 
AppHealthCare reports 52 deaths and BOC 

makes mask mandate in county buildings

New River Conservancy 
hosts Splash 

for Cash fundraiser
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ASHE COUNTY — The 
Badger family’s histo-
ry runs deep in Ashe 
County, and now a new 
scholarship bearing 
their name will benefit 
the county’s graduating 
seniors.

The Badger Family 
Scholarship Endowment 
was the idea of Michael 
Badger, owner and oper-
ator of The People’s Drug 
in West Jefferson until 
his retirement in 2012. 
A devoted fan of High 
School athletics, Bad-
ger can often be found 
cheering on the Huskies 
at local sporting events. 
Badger stated that he 
— along with the help 
of the NC Community 
Foundation — created the 
Badger Family Schol-
arship Endowment as a 
means of giving back to 
the community which has 
helped make him who he 
is today.

“I’ve been fortunate 
enough to have done well 
with my businesses. I’m 
really proud of Ashe 
County and I’m really 
proud of all the kids 

who go to school there,” 
Badger said. “I just felt 
that this was one way 
to repay Ashe County 
for being so good to our 
family. “

Through the years, 
members of the Bad-
ger family have taken 
on careers as teachers, 
nurses, realtors, medi-
cal doctors, machinists, 
paralegals, pharmacist, 

Giving back: New Badger 
Family Scholarship 

Endowment will benefit 
Ashe County students
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Michael Badger and his wife, 

Jackie. Badger — along with 

the help of the NC Community 

Foundation — created the 

Badger Family Scholarship 

Endowment as a means of 

giving back to the county.
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History inside and out

Museum’s victory garden keeps Ashe County food heritage alive
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Travis Birdsell (left) of the Ashe County Extension Office and master gardener Bill Naser stand in front of a garden bed producing the three 

sisters crops of corn, beans and squash in the Ashe County Victory Garden. The crops were grown from heirloom seeds gifted to the Museum 

of Ashe County History’s curator Don Long, by the Cherokee Nation. The three sisters are a important part of Native American culture.
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Master gardener Bill Naser points out the height of the corn grown from heirloom seeds gifted to the 

Museum of Ashe County History by the Cherokee Nation.
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