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JEFFERSON — The murder case 

against Jessie R. Hubbard was in court 

for the 12th time Monday, Sept. 28, in 

Ashe County Superi-

or Court, however its 

future is uncertain 

following attorney Jak 

Reeves’s motion for 

withdrawal from de-

fending Hubbard.

Reeves revealed 

that after more than 

two years, a conflict of 

interest had arisen, meaning he had to 

withdraw as Hubbard’s attorney. While 

telling this to the Hon. Michael Duncan, 

who was presiding, Reeves mentioned 

that the case was supposed to be “dis-

posed of” at the appearance, referenc-

ing Assistant District Attorney Lee 

Bollinger’s comments about a plea deal 

he made at the Aug. 31 court date.

Duncan ordered Reeves to reveal more 

information about the withdrawal in a 

private meeting, which Bollinger recused 

himself from. After a brief meeting in 

the judge’s chambers, Duncan granted 

the motion for withdrawal, but noted he 

would not actually make it official until a 

new attorney is appointed. Duncan add-

ed that due to the nature of the case, the 

decision on who to appoint would have to 

come down from Raleigh.

Duncan noted a hearing he has in Ashe 

on Friday, Oct. 2, saying a continuance 

date can be determined then, with ex-

pectations that a new attorney would be 

Attorney withdraws from Hubbard case
Cites conflict of interest 
two years into the case
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ASHE COUNTY — Six candi-

dates are running for three open 

seats on the Ashe County Board of 

Commissioners — one incumbent 

and five challengers. Election Day 
takes place Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Candidates for 
Ashe County Board 
of Commissioners 
answer questions 
ahead of election
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WEST JEFFERSON — The Ashe 

Pregnancy Care Center held its 

25th annual Walk For Life Satur-

day, Sept. 26, at Backstreet Park in 

West Jefferson.
According to APCC Executive 

Director Sherry Edwards, the 

event raises awareness for the 

services provided by the center 

while raising money for it at the 

same time.

Before the walk began, Edwards 

addressed the crowd, thanking 

them for coming and giving some 

insight into the APCC.

“I would first like to thank you 
for your prayers and support for 

the life of the unborn and the work 

of the pregnancy center,” Edwards 

said. “Since I came on-board as 

the director in May, we have had 

over 50 client visits and those 

are expectant mothers, mothers 

with infants and toddlers and in 

many cases the fathers as well. We 

are a friend and a mentor to our 

clients.”

While the 2019 edition saw the 

largest crowd ever for the event, 

this year’s attendance dipped due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ed-

SEE HUBBARD ON PAGE 9A

Walking for life 

Ashe Pregnancy Care Center holds 25th annual Walk For Life 

PHOTO BY IAN TAYLOR

Walkers head down W. Main Street as part of the 2020 Walk For Life, Sept. 26. 
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Ashe Pregnancy Care Center Executive Director Sherry Edwards addresses the 

crowd before the 2020 Walk For Life.SEE WALK ON PAGE 4A

BY MOSS BRENNAN

WINSTON-SALEM — An Ap-

palachian State student has died 

with COVID-19, the university has 

confirmed.
Chad Dorrill, a 19-year-old soph-

omore exercise science major, died 

Monday night, Sept. 28, at Forsyth 

Medical Center in Winston-Salem, 

according to a friend.

Chancellor Sheri Everts con-

firmed the death of Dorrill in an 
email to campus Tuesday after-

noon.

“It is with the deepest sadness 

that I share with you that one of 

our students, Chad Dorrill, has 

died,” Everts wrote. “The hearts of 

the entire Appalachian community 

are with Chad’s family and loved 

Reports: Appalachian 
State student dies 

with COVID-19
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