
Mount Jefferson Family Medicine welcomes Jessica Rupard as
its new certified nurse midwife

In her new role, Jessica will provide all aspects of women’s
healthcare as well as lactation support. For more information
or to schedule an appointment, please call 336-846-7433.
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ASHE COUNTY — On 
June 30, the members of 
the Ashe County Cham-
ber of Commerce gath-
ered near the New River 
for its annual meeting. 
During the meeting the 
chamber announced the 
2021 recipients Cabot 
Hamilton Community 
Advocacy Award and the 
Non-profit of the Year 
Award.

This year’s event was 
held at The Barn on New 
River and featured music 
from Steve Lewis, Eric 
Hardin and Josh Scott, 
a dinner provided by 
Smoky Mountain BBQ 
and desserts by the Vin-
tage Farm House General 
Store, as well as Craft 
Bistro.

“It was a wonderful 
night, we were honored 
to have so many of our 
members there,” said 
Kitty Honeycutt, execu-
tive director of the Ashe 
County Chamber of Com-
merce. “We love having 
the opportunity to show-
case our members and 
to get our new executive 
committee introduced 

to everyone. I appreciate 
everybody being there. 
It was nice to be able to 
meet in person and enjoy 
the fellowship.”

During the course of 
the night, former arts 
council executive di-
rector Jane Lonon was 
announced as the 2021 
recipient of the as the 
Cabot Hamilton Com-
munity Advocacy Award. 
The award is named after 
the late chamber execu-
tive director, Cabot Ham-
ilton, and is reserved for 
individuals who selflessly 
continue the work of 
helping the Ashe County 
community.

Lonon retired as the 
Executive Director of 
the Ashe County Arts 
Council in 2020 follow-
ing 38 years of service to 
the community. During 
that time, Lonon over-
saw the growth of the 
organization and served 
on various boards and 
committees throughout 
the High Country. These 
include the Ashe Coun-
ty Chamber of Com-
merce, Ashe Memorial 
Hospital Foundation, 

Ashe County 
Chamber announces 
advocacy, nonprofit 

of year awards
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WEST JEFFERSON — 
Crowds packed into West 
Jefferson’s backstreet 
park on Friday night to 
hear local favorites Liam 
Purcell and Cane Mill 
Road perform. The free 
concert was the third 
installment of the West 
Jefferson Community 
Partnership’s Backstreet 
Park summer concert 
series.

Guest relaxed in lawn 
chairs and stretched out 
on the grassy hillside 
overlooking the stage to 
enjoy the group’s unique 
blend of folk, bluegrass 
and Americana.

The band stated that 
they were excited to be 
performing in West 
Jefferson and happy 

to be a part of the Back-
street Park concert series.

“I think it’s great. I 
think as a musician seeing 
all the places reopening, 
we know it was kind 
of a gamble for a lot of 
folks back when we were 
planning this, it took a lot 
of work on the part of the 
organizers,” Purcell said. 
“So we’re super grateful 
to the town for organizing 
everything and being real-
ly forward with putting on 
live music. It’s an incredi-
ble crowd here.”

Liam Purcell and Cane 
Mill Road is made up 
of Purcell on mandolin, 
Jacob Smith on bass, 
Colton Kershner on banjo 
and Rob McCormac on 
guitar. Their latest release 
“Roots” debuted at No. 

Liam Purcell and 
Cane Mill Road
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HIGH COUNTRY — A 
convoy of bikers, veterans, 
family and friends turned 
out on Saturday, July 17, to 
remember the service and 
sacrifice of a fallen soldier 
laid to rest in Ashe County 
in 2017.

Known as Dillon’s Ride, 
the expedition through 
the High Country honored 
the memory of Sgt. Dillon 
Baldridge, who was trag-
ically killed in action on 
June 10, 2017, in Nangarhar 
Province, Afghanistan, while 
supporting Operation Free-
dom’s Sentinel.

“I’ve done literally hun-
dreds of veterans funerals, 
but this young man was 
22-years old; it just hit me 
harder than any of the oth-
ers,” said Benny Hayslett, a 
ride captain with the North 
Carolina Patriot Guard and 
organizer of the event. “I 
don’t mean to make light 
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Several of Dillon Baldridge’s friends and fellow soldiers took part in the memorial ride on July 17. These men include Dakota Rasel, Ali 

Alshmir, Pat Sweeney, Luke Hojnowski, Kale Walton and Shane. These men — who were with Baldridge during his passing — placed the 

wreath at their fallen friend’s grave.
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Gary Adkins, post commander of the Alleghany Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, plays ‘Taps’ 

during the wreath laying ceremony honoring Sgt. Dillon Baldridge.

Dillon’s Ride

Crowds gather to remember the service and sacrifice of a fallen soldier

SEE DILLON ON PAGE 4A
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ASHE COUNTY — Ten community 
members have filed to run for local 
office in Ashe County for the Nov. 2 
election, as the filing period ended at 
noon on July 16.

In total, there are 17 voting pre-
cincts located in Ashe County, but 

only three will be open for this elec-
tion, being that this year will only see 
municipal elections in the towns of 
Jefferson, Lansing and West Jeffer-
son.

Listed below is the list of candi-
dates, each of which will be running 
for a alderman position in their 
respective town. Individual political 
affiliations were not provided by the 

Ashe County Board of Elections.
Jefferson
· Mark Johnston — Jefferson Alder-

man
· Max Yates — Jefferson Alderman
· Wes Williams — Alderman
Lansing
· Anita Greenwood — Lansing 

Filing period end 
for Nov. 2 municipal elections

SEE FILING ON PAGE 2A


