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Combining the Jefferson Post and Ashe Mountain Times

BY MOSS BRENNAN
HIGH COUNTRY — Mountain 

Times Publications will join 
200-plus newsrooms in wel-
coming a Report for America 
reporter in June.

Marisa 
Mecke will 
join Mountain 
Times Publica-
tions in June to 
cover environ-
mental issues 
in Watauga, 
Ashe and Avery 
counties.

Report for 
America is a national service 
program that places journalists 
into local newsrooms to report 
on under-covered issues and 
communities. It is an initiative 
of The GroundTruth Project, a 
nonprofit journalism organiza-
tion.

“As we commit resources to 
more investigative and in-depth 
reporting on environmental 
concerns in the High Country, 
Marisa’s appointment through 
Report For America comes at 
an optimal time,” said Moun-
tain Times Publications Exec-
utive Editor Tom Mayer. “Her 
experience and desire will allow 
Marisa to laser focus on the sto-
ries in Watauga, Ashe and Avery 
counties that demand sunshine 
and thorough reporting.”

More than 300 journalists, 
which include a number of corps 
members returning for a second 
or third year, will join the staffs 
of more than 200 local news 
organizations across 49 states, 
Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico 
and Guam through Report For 
America.

“The crisis in our democracy, 
disinformation and polarization, 
is in many ways a result of the 
collapse of local news,” said Ste-
ven Waldman, co-founder and 
president of Report for America. 
“We have a unique opportu-
nity to reverse this decline by 
filling newsrooms with talented 
journalists who not only view 
journalism as a public service, 
but who can make trusted con-
nections with the communities 
they serve.”

Mecke will graduate from 
Davidson College in May with a 
double major in political science 
and Latin American Studies. 
During her college years, Mecke 
has worked as a feature writer 
for The Davidsonian student 
newspaper and worked at the 
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Johnathon Perez takes the opportunity to ask the SpaceX crew members a questions while a Times Studios film crew members Dom Savio (left) and Brooks Lester 

(right) gain footage for their upcoming documentary detailing the first all civilian space mission.

Marisa Mecke

SEE REPORTER ON PAGE 2A

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — The Ashe 
County Farmers Market will open for 
the season on Saturday, May 1, start-
ing at 8 a.m. and closing at 1 p.m. 
With the COVID-19 pandemic still 
lurking throughout the county, face 
coverings and social distancing will 
be required.

“We are excited to have several new 
vendors this year which include Car-
rie Vargas of Vargas Family Farms, 
Victoria and Troy of Second Break-
fast Farm, Robin Miller of the Bak-
er’s Addict, Melanie Joyner of Sweets 
and Spirits Bakery and Chuck and 
Ann Rice of Nature’s Light Candles,” 
said Market Manager Carol Griffith.

The market will hold a special Arts 
and Craft Expo the second Satur-
day of each month starting in June 
to help artists and crafters in Ashe 
County who have been negatively im-
pacted by the cancelling of festivals 
and fairs in 2020 due to COVID-19.

“We have had a tremendous re-
sponse to this and will hold another 
jury in May,” Griffith said.

If you are interested in participat-
ing in this special expo, please email 
Griffith at farmersmarketashe@
gmail.com for more information.

The market will offer baked goods, 
greenery, local products and more.

The last day of the season for the 
Ashe County Farmers Market will be 
Oct. 30, then followed by special Hol-
iday openings November-December.

BY ANDREW COLE 
andrew.cole@mountaintimes.com

WARRENSVILLE — A teacher’s hopeful 
inquiry led to the opportunity of a lifetime 
for the students of Ashe County Middle 
School who on Friday, April 23, got to 
partake in a Q&A session via Zoom with the 
astronauts of SpaceX’s Inspiration 4.

The four-person crew of Inspiration 4, 
consisting of geoscientist Sian Proctor, 
entrepreneur Jared Isaacman, Iraq War 

veteran and engineer Chris Sembroski and 
Hayley Arceneaux, a physician’s assistant 
at St. Jude and a survivor of childhood 
bone cancer are set to partake in the first 
all civilian space mission later this year.

The Zoom meeting was brought about by 
first-year teacher Charlene Horton, who 
was searching for engaging and inspiring 
learning activities to accompany her reg-
ular lesson plan, a task which she admits 
has been challenging since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I’m always trying to think of how I can 
get them to be really excited about what 
they’re learning. I can’t change the content 
of what I’m teaching, but I can change 
how I teach it,” said Horton. “During this 
time it’s so hard for them to stay engaged. 
Especially when we went remote for those 
couple of months.”

After learning about the recent work of 
SpaceX and their plans to launch the first 

Reach for the stars

SpaceX astronauts inspire Ashe County students

SEE SPACEX ON PAGE 3A

Ashe County Farmers Market to hold seasonal opening May 1
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The Ashe County Farmers Market is held weekly from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the market shelter on the Backstreet 

in West Jefferson.

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — The 
36th annual Ashe County Volun-
teer Awards looked different this 
year as COVID-19 restrictions 
prevented a standard ceremony. 
The current guidelines allowed 
volunteers and assistants at Gen-
erations Ashe to come together to 
hold a special drive-thru awards 
ceremony on April 22.

Before the world of COVID-19, 
the awards ceremony would be 
held in the auditorium of Ashe 
County High School with a full 
reception. When presented with 
the conflict of capacity restric-
tions, Terri Hopkins, volunteer 
coordinator went to the Board 
of Commissioners on Feb. 1 to 

request a drive-thru awards cere-
mony in lue of the pandemic.

“This year, like last year, we’re 
still in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Hopkins pre-
viously. “Last year we didn’t get 
to actually have the ceremony. 
We’re wanting to do it a little 
differently this year.”

The commissioners approved 
the request and planning was put 
in place.

The event came to fruition at 
6 p.m. on April 22 with parking 
volunteers, live music from the 
JAM kids and awards being 
presented by the Board of Com-
missioners, Chair Todd McNeill, 
Vice Chair William Sands, Chuck 
Olive and Jonathan Jordan.
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Wine Tumblers and candy were handed out to volunteer winners.

Hidden heroes: Board of commissioners and 
Generations Ashe hold drive-thru Volunteer Awards

SEE VOLUNTEER ON PAGE 5A


