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• 4 - Acres of land that was donated by Guy and

Roy Badger, Mr. and Mrs. V.V. McConnell and Mrs.

Eula J. Neal for the site of Ashe Memorial

Hospital.

• 67 - Babies that were born during the first year

that Ashe Memorial Hospital was opened.

•2.7 - Cost in millions of dollars of the new Ashe

Memorial Hospital building that was built in

1971.

• 100 - Approximate births at Ashe Memorial

Hospital each year.

•0 - The amount of tax dollars Ashe Memorial

Hospital receives.

• 338 - Employees who currently work for Ashe

Memorial Hospital.

DIDYOUKNOW ......

Look for our 80th Anniversary Publication in today’s Ashe Post & Times

TODAY’S INSERTS: Smart Source, CVS, Food Lion, Lowes Home Improvement   

Get the latest news on the web:

ashepostandtimes.com
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WEST JEFFERSON — The Ashe County 
Board of Commissioners met in regular 
session on Monday, Dec. 6 at the Venue 
of the Ashe County Chamber to discuss 
monthly updates, proclamations and reap-
pointments.

The meeting was attended by Chair Todd 
McNeill, Vice Chair William Sands, Jerry 
Powers, Chuck Olive, Jonathan Jordan and 
County Manager Adam Stumb.

As the meeting began, Environmental 
Services Director Scott Hurley requested 
new landfill equipment.

The commissioners approved the request 
with details in renting the equipment for 
two months at $14,000 with a 6 percent 
interest. This can be a rent-to-own plan 
to see where Environmental Services can 
gather funds to fully purchase the equip-
ment or repair current equipment. The 

renting period will end on Feb. 7.
“This is $553,000 versus a million and 

a half if we have to buy,” said Powers, just 
before making a motion to approve.

Charlie Brady from Blue Ridge Con-
servancy then presented a proclamation 
month round up for Paddy Mountain in 
the month of December.

“Blue Ridge Conservancy was ap-
proached and asked to support a round up 
for the month of December,” said Brady.

In the proclamation, BRC stated that 
protecting Paddy Mountain will provide 
economic value to the county and they 
requested that, “Ashe County Board of 
Commissioners encourage all local busi-
nesses to participate in the December 2021 
Round Up for Paddy Mountain to raise 
private funds to be applied to the purchase 
price of acquiring this invaluable tract of 
land; and that the Ashe County Board of 

Board of Commissioners discusses proclamations, requests and reappointments
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County Manager Adam Stumb presents a Letter of Agreement to the Board. Pictured are Jerry Powers, 

Adam Stumb, William Sands, Todd McNeill, Chuck Olive and Jonathan Jordan.
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WARRENSVILLE — The 
holidays are here and there 
is no better way to spread 
joy and cheer than driving 
through some of the most 
beautifully lit places in Ashe 
County. Ashe County Mid-
dle School is no exception, 
opening up their annual 
Making Spirits Bright Light 
Show.

This year, the school de-
cided to put on the drive-th-
ru experience once again, 
lighting up the campus 
of ACMS with more than 

45,000 lights.
“With each night and 

weekend, as word began 
to spread, we had more 

folks attend (some families 
attending every weekend),” 

said ACMS Principal Dustin 
Farmer in regard to the 

first annual light show. 
“With the success of our 
first year, it is our hope that 
we will see an increase in 
attendance each night and 
weekend just as we did last 
year, with an even greater 
attendance this year”

In a Dec. 3 kickoff event, 
the light show was enjoyed 
by an estimated 65 driv-
ers, many slowing down 
to take in the beauty of the 
holidays.

This event is a synchro-
nized drive through light 
show that has involved 

Making Spirits Bright: ACMS holds second annual Light Show for the Holidays
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Making Spirits Bright is offered every weekend from Dec. 3 to Dec. 19.

SEE BOC ON PAGE 2A

SEE LIGHTS ON PAGE 5A
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JEFFERSON — The Ashe 
County Board of Education 
met in regular session on 
Monday, Dec. 6 in the third 
floor courtroom of the Ashe 
County Courthouse.

The meeting was attended 
by Chair Josh Roten, Vice 
Chair Dianne Eldreth, Polly 
Jones, Dr. Kim Simmons, 
Keith McClure and Superin-
tendent Dr. Eisa Cox.

Cox began the meeting 
with comments regarding the 
current strategic plan and 
updates within the schools.

“We have been making prog-
ress on some of our goals,” 
said Cox. “The percent of un-
excused absences will be lower 
than the state average, though 
some of our absences may 
look high due to COVID-19. 
We are looking specifically at 
the success of our students. 
We are also increasing part-
nerships between parents, 
teachers and the community.”

Within the strategic plan, 
ACS created a vision which is 
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WEST JEFFERSON — The Ashe County 
Sheriff’s Department teamed up with the 
local Walmart and community nonprofits to 
gift 120 bikes to kids in the Ashe communi-
ty just ahead of the holidays.

West Jefferson Lions Club, Ashe County 
Huskies football team, Ashe County Sher-
iff’s Department, West Jefferson Police and 
Walmart all donated money and time to 

provide the bikes for the community distri-
bution on Saturday, Dec. 4.

“The sheriff’s office is a huge commu-
nity outreach and that is something that 
started with me coming in. We have just 
been pushing community and trying to 
make sure that we’re out there for the kids 
and then that way. Our end goal is 20 years 
from now to have a better relationship with 
kids as they become adults,” Sheriff Phil 
Howell said.

The idea for a bike giveaway came from 

West Jefferson Chief of Police Brad Jordan, 
according to Howell, and it ultimately came 
together in just four days.

Almost 500 people entered the giveaway, 
Howell said. The staff at the sheriff’s office 
cut out slips and picked the 125 winners 
at random with the West Jefferson Police 
Department.

Howell said Walmart was an obvious 
choice for the project since they have 
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Walmart was able to provide bikes at a discount for community organizations donating their money to buy bikes for local children before the holidays.

PEDALING JOY

Sheriff’s Department partners with community organizations for bike giveaway

SEE BIKES ON PAGE 2A

Board of 
Education 

votes to keep 
mask policies 

in place

Provides updates 
on middle school

SEE BOE ON PAGE 2A


