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JEFFERSON — “Just a little 
after 11” on Saturday, Oct. 9, a 
crowd gathered on the grounds 
of the Museum of Ashe County 
History to honor the legacy of 
beloved community member 
Gary Poe.

The event featured live music, 
community speakers and the 
dedication of the museum’s out-
door stage in Poe’s honor.

“This is one of the best turn-
outs and one of the best events 
we’ve had. I think it’s just a tes-
tament to what people think of 
Gary Poe,” said Lee Beckworth, 
president of the Museum of Ashe 
County History. “We were really 
pleased with the turnout, the in-
dividuals who came and thankful 
for everybody who participated.”

Poe, who passed away on July 
21, was a former Ashe County 
educator, host of WKSK’s famed 
Ole Time and Bluegrass Music 
Show and historian who dedicat-
ed much of his free time to giving 
back to the community.

The day’s program included 
musical performances by the Poi-
son Branch String Band, Wayne 
Henderson, Herb Key and Randy 
Greer, as well as speeches by 
several Ashe County officials who 
recalled Poe’s many contribu-
tions to Ashe County.

Speakers included Josh 
Beckworth of the Ashe County 
Historical Society, West Jef-
ferson Mayor Tom Hartman, 
former Arts Council director 
and friend Jane Lonon, museum 
board members Lee Beckworth 
and Lonnie Jones, and county 
commissioners Jerry Powers and 

Todd McNeill who declared Sat-
urday, Oct. 9, as Gary Poe Day. 
Other elected officials present at 
the event included West Jeffer-
son aldermen John K. Reeves 
and Stephen Shoemaker.

Prior to Wayne Henderson’s 
performance Lee Beckworth and 
Lonnie Jones lowered a tarp 
revealing new signage officially 
designating the museum’s stage 
as “The Gary Poe Stage.”

“I thought the dedication was 
good,” Lee Beckworth said. “We 
brought in people that were from 
different areas that Gary touched 
in his life. The radio station, the 
arts council, the towns, the his-
torical society, the museum, we 
tried to get everybody involved 
who was in areas that he was 
involved in. And hopefully his 

Community gathers to honor Gary Poe, museum stage dedicated
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Museum of Ashe County History president Lee Beckworth says a few words during 

the dedication of The Gary Poe Stage.
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ASHE COUNTY — Since its 
establishment in 2009, The Beaver 
Creek High School Memorial 
Scholarship Fund has worked hard 
to provide financial support to 
Ashe County’s graduating seniors. 
Now, for the first time since its 
creation, the Beaver Creek alumni 
who started the fund will be able 
to distribute two scholarships in a 
single year.

Demolished during the early 
2000s, few physical remnants of 
their school survive. However, 
Beaver Creek High School’s Class 
of 1957 have managed to keep in 
touch with one another through 
the years. The tight-knit group of 
classmates still remain friends and 
work to set aside time each year to 
hold a reunion.

“Many of us had no idea there 
was ever even a thought of 

Beaver Creek High 
School Scholarship 
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classmates look 

for alumni to carry 
on legacy
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OLIN — The Ashe County 
High School Husky Vanguard 
Marching Band traveled to 
North Iredell High School on 
Saturday, Oct. 2 to compete in 
its second band competition 
of the year, which led to them 
bringing home the title of 
Grand Champion in the 1A/2A 
division.

The band is led by new 
director Joshua Mitchell, drum 
major Isabella Schiavone and 
captains as follows: Brass — 
Gabe Fogger, Woodwinds 

Husky Vanguard 
Marching Band 

wins Grand 
Champion at 
competition
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WEST JEFFERSON — On 
Friday, Oct. 8, the Ashe County 
High School varsity football 
team hosted the long-awaited 
Homecoming game against 
Hibriten, ultimately fall-
ing short 38-7. Zada Little 
and Trent Trivette were also 
announced as the 2021 ACHS 
Homecoming Queen and King, 
respectively.

The first quarter proved tough 
for the Huskies (1-5 overall, 0-2 
in conference), with Hibriten 
(4-2 overall, 2-0 in conference) 
asserting dominance right from 
the opening kickoff.

With seven minutes to play 
in the first quarter, Hibriten 
picked off a pass as it battled 
through Ashe’s defensive line to 
get the takeaway. As the clock 
counted down to a minute left, 
the Panthers built on its touch-
down lead. With 51 seconds left 
in the first quarter, Ashe quar-
terback Wesley Thompson’s 
pass was intercepted in his 
own territory. The short field 
allowed the Panthers to score 
a second time in the period to 
take the lead 14-0.

Early in the second quarter, 
the Panthers made a return trip 
to the end zone, then with seven 
minutes left in the half, further 
padded its lead, converting an-
other Ashe turnover into points, 
building a commanding 28-0 
lead at the intermission.

The third quarter only saw 
more opportunities for the visit-
ing team, adding a touchdown 
and field goal to the tote board 
in the frame to build its lead to 
38-0 entering the final quarter.

During the final 12 minutes, 
Huskies running back Mat-
thew Peterson ran through the 
Hibriten defense to find the 
goal line for the first and, ulti-
mately, only Husky touchdown 
of the night, as the visitors 
returned to Lenoir with a 38-7 
victory.

During halftime, ACHS held 
its 2021 Homecoming ceremony 

and the field became grounds 
for new royalty to be crowned.

To begin, Ashe County High 
School’s 2020 Homecoming 
Queen Maura Coldiron entered 
the field as the night’s spe-
cial guest. Coldiron currently 
attends Appalachian State 
University and is majoring in 
speech pathology. She was es-
corted by Cadet Command Sgt. 
Major Kaden Burgess.

The first freshman repre-
sentative was Mia Albeeno, 
escorted by Cadet Sgt. Rodrick 
Burkhart. Albeeno is the daugh-
ter of Beth and Juan Albeeno. 
Albeeno spends her free time 
kayaking and spending time 
with her family and friends. Her 
goal in life is to inspire young 
people in a positive way. Albee-
no is a member of the ACHS 
JV cheerleading squad and the 

High Country travel volleyball 
team. After high school, she 
plans to attend a four-year uni-
versity and become a nurse.

Also representing the fresh-
man class was Isabella Farmer, 
daughter of Dustin and Myla 
Farmer. She was escorted by 
Cadet Sgt. Michael Wehunt. In 
her spare time, Farmer likes to 
run, play volleyball, basketball 
and softball. She also enjoys 
spending time with her family, 
friends and dogs. She is cur-
rently a member of the ACHS 
cross country team and the JV 
volleyball team. Farmer also 
plans to play for the Husky JV 
basketball and softball teams 
and run track. She is a current 
member of Student Council and 
her goal in life is to lead others 
to God and to help people to 
be happy. Farmer is currently 

undecided about plans after 
high school, but UNC-Chapel 
Hill, Virginia Tech or ETSU 
are schools she is considering. 
She hopes to major in teaching, 
cosmetology, interior design or 
social work.

Sophomore representative 
Katlyn French then took to the 
field, lead by Cadet 1st Lieu-
tenant Braxton Culver. She 
is the daughter of Jason and 
Jamie French. In her spare 
time, she enjoys fashion, art 
and reading. French is a mem-
ber of the JV girls basketball 
team, the ACHS varsity softball 
team, the outdoor track team, 
Student Council and MU Alpha 
Theta. After graduation, she 
plans to attend App State to 
obtain her bachelor’s degree in 

PHOTO BY CHANDA RICHARDSON

Zada Little was crowned and named the 2021 ACHS Homecoming Queen by previous Queen Maura Coldiron on Oct. 8.

A Queen is Crowned
Little named ACHS 

Homecoming 
Queen, Huskies fall 

to Hibriten 38-7
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