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STAFF REPORT
CRESTON — Sheriff B. Phil 

Howell has announced the arrest of 
Joseph Anthony Boccardy of Ashe 
County.

On Sept. 29, detectives with the 
Ashe County Sheriff’s Office, along 
with the NC SBI conducted an inves-
tigation at the home of Boccardy.

Upon arrival detectives located 
cocaine, methamphetamine, psilo-
cybin mushrooms, large amount of 
marijuana and marijuana extract, 
scheduled pills, a large amount of 

drug paraphernalia 
and items used to 
manufacture mar-
ijuana. All items 
were seized and 
held by the Ashe 
County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Boccardy was not 
able to provide any 

documentation or 
records in which he legally manu-

Boccardy arrested for cocaine, 
methamphetamine and trafficking marijuana
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Drugs and drug paraphernalia seized by the 

Ashe County Sheriff’s Office from Baccar-

dy’s apartment.SEE ARREST ON PAGE 4A

BOCCARDY

BY ANDREW COLE 
andrew.cole@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — The Stomp 
N’ Brew craft beer, wine, and music 
festival made its triumphant return 
to downtown West Jefferson on 
Saturday, Oct. 2, following last 
year’s hiatus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The festival — now in its third year 
— is organized by the Stomp N’ Brew 
committee and serves as a fund-
raiser for the Ashe County charity 
organization Shoes For Kids, which 
works to provide quality footwear to 
children in need.

Shoes for Kids was founded in 
2013 by Martin Little and Melody 
Rector and has since expanded its 
reach, with the organization creating 
shoe closets in all of Ashe County’s 
schools, childcare centers and at the 
Department of Social Services.

Despite not being able to hold 
the event in 2020 due to the global 
pandemic, festival organizers made 
a strong comeback this year with 
visitors, vendors and artisans com-
ing in from across the state to enjoy 
a day of craft beer and music.

“It’s been wonderful and we’re 
so appreciative of Stomp N’ Brew,” 
Rector said regarding this year’s fes-
tival. “They work so hard. They work 
all year to pull this off and then 
they donate everything to Shoes for 
Kids.”

“They work so hard to promote 
it. And they’re doing all this for the 
enjoyment of it, because they’re 
not gaining financially from it,” 
added Little about the the Stomp 

N’ Brew committee.
The previous Stomp N’ Brew 

festival raised more than $11,000 
for Shoes for Kids, all of which went 
towards the purchase of name brand 
shoes for Ashe County children.

“We don’t spend money on any-
thing other than buying shoes for 
the kids in Ashe County,” Rector 

said. “We don’t purchase any shoes 
that I wouldn’t buy for my children. 
The shoes that we buy are Nikes, 
Adidas, Vans, then winter boots. 
They’re popular shoes that the kids 
are proud to wear.”

Aside from the food, music and 

Stomp N’ Brew makes triumphant return to downtown West Jefferson
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Greg Hershner of New River Brewing passes along a beer to a festival goer during the 2021 Stomp N’ Brew.
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Jerry Ashly and his 1941 Packard are presented a people’s choice trophy for favorite car 

during the Stomp N’ Brew festival on Oct. 2.

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — The 
Ashe County Board of 
Education met in regular 
session on Monday, Oct. 
4 in the annex of the Ashe 
County Schools central 
location to vote to keep 
masks mandated in all 
Ashe County schools.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chair Josh Roten, 
Vice Chair Dianne Eldreth, 
Dr. Kim Simmons, Polly 
Jones, Keith McClure, Su-
perintendent Dr. Eisa Cox, 
Finance Officer Amanda 
Coldiron, Jamie Little as 
well as some community 
members who made public 
comments.

The meeting began with 
comments from Cox with 
updates on the school 
system and events.

Cox put out a remind-
er that Oct. 8 is an early 
release day for students. 
Elementary schools will 

release at 11:30 a.m., Mid-
dle school is noon, Early 
College is 12:15 p.m. and 
High School is 12:30 p.m.

The schools also held 
a vaccine clinic for those 
eligible.

“We held a vaccine clinic 
at the middle and high 
school on Sept. 24 and 
had about 24 students 
who had parent permis-
sion who participated,” 
said Cox. “Eligible staff 
members were able to get 
their booster shot. We have 
a handout for later in the 
COVID section with updat-
ed information on vaccines 
in our community.”

Cox also spoke on grants 
the system has received 
including a mental health 
grant and a new middle 
school clinic grant.

“We have been award-
ed a continuation of the 
federal mental health 
grant,” Cox said. “The total 

Board of Education 
votes to keep masks 

in schools, introduces 
Test-to-Stay

BY CHANDA RICHARDSON
chanda.richardson@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — 
Appalachian Church has 
recently sent a busload 
of supplies to companion 
country Haiti after its dev-
astating earthquake.

On Aug. 14, southwest 
Haiti was struck by an 
M7.2 earthquake which 
occurred at a depth of only 
6.2 miles. This was critical 
for the country because 
shallow earthquakes 
usually cause more topical 
damage.

Dozens of aftershocks 
shook the earth, leaving 
Haiti in a state of emer-
gency. The Haiti Civil Pro-
tection Directorate (DPC) 
reported on Sept. 6 that 
2,284 people had died and 
nearly 12,763 people were 
injured. There were still 
329 people missing at the 
time of this report.

In response to the disas-
ter, Appalachian Church 
banded together with the 

youth and leadership to 
pack a bus full of supplies 
to send out to the country 
in need.

Pastor Steve Ashley 
along with his father Rick 
said this project meant the 
world for the church as 
well as the country.

‘Rick Ashley has a heart 
for the people of Haiti,” 

SEE BREW ON PAGE 2A

Appalachian Church 
sends a busload of 

supplies to Haiti
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The bus was filled by Appala-

chian Church with the help of 

the youth group.

SEE CHURCH ON PAGE 4A

SEE BOE ON PAGE 5A
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