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WEST JEFFERSON — Ashe 

County High School held its 

graduation ceremony in the 

ACHS gymnasium Friday, May 

31, celebrating the accomplish-

ments and accolades of its most 

recent graduating class.

Among other student and 

faculty speakers, valedictorian 

Anna Blackburn spoke to the 

graduates just before the student 

crossed the stage to receive their 

diplomas.

“It is hard to believe that we 

are in our last few moments of 

high school,” Blackburn said. “By 

my calculations, we have spent 

720 days together here over the 

last four years. I know that on 

some of these days we felt like 

graduation would never be here, 

but I hope we can find comfort 
in the fact that there were just as 

many days when we wanted to 

savor the end of high school for 

as long as possible.”

Blackburn continued, adding 

that high school graduation has 

become a traditional expectation 

of society, but it is important to 

celebrate the accomplishment.

“We must recognize that we’ve 

spent the last 13 years of our 

Ashe County 
High School 

celebrates Class 
of 2019
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Ashe County High School Principal Amanda Hipp presents Zach Bare with his diploma at the 2019 ACHS Graduation Ceremony.
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WEST JEFFERSON — A night 

of celebration has been followed by 

controversy, as one family’s experi-

ence has gone viral.

Improper footwear 
prevents one 
senior from 

crossing the stage

SEE SENIOR ON PAGE 2

BY IAN TAYLOR

ian.taylor@ashepostandtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — At 

the West Jefferson Board of 
Aldermen meeting Monday, 
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JEFFERSON — Following an emergen-

cy closed executive session that inter-

rupted budget workshopping Tuesday, 

June 4, The Ashe County Board of Com-

missioners unanimously authorized Ashe 

County Attorney John Kilby to petition 

the N.C. Supreme Court for a discretion-

ary review of the N.C. Court of Appeals 

ruling in Ashe County v. Ashe County 

Planning Board.

N.C. Court of Appeals judges ruled in 

favor of the Ashe County Planning Board 

May 21, deciding that Appalachian Ma-

terials has a right to be issued a Pollut-

ing Industries Development Ordinance 

permit for a proposed asphalt plant in 

Glendale Springs — as granted by the 

county planning board, but disputed in 

court by county administration and the 

commissioners, Ashe Post & Times previ-

ously reported.

“This next step in the process is — 

comparatively speaking — going to be 

extremely affordable,” chairman Todd 

McNeill said. “We are essentially just 

asking if the state supreme court will 

even hear anything else.”

According to McNeill, the cost of the 

discretionary review is estimated to be 

about $12,000, of which, $2,000 was 

County to petition N.C. Supreme Court for asphalt plant discretionary appeal 
Action follows board of commissioners’ 

emergency session June 4
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Mayor 
proclaims June 

30 as ‘Jane 
Lonon Day’
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